Part of a group of high performing schools

Prospectus

Believe Achieve Succeed

Welcome
Dean Trust Wigan is the latest addition to The Dean Trust’s family
of schools. The Trust comprises nine schools, four primary and five
secondary schools, in the North West. The Dean Trust aims to ensure
that all of its schools are at least ‘Good’ with an aspiration for all to
be ‘Outstanding’ as that is the expectation of our parents and local
communities. The Dean Trust aims to provide schools of choice through
high ambitions, aspirations and outcomes.

Paul Bousfield
Headteacher

‘Believe Achieve Succeed’
has been embraced by all of the schools within The
Dean Trust. We have proved the power of these
words with record breaking examination results and
praise in Ofsted inspections.
Dean Trust Wigan delivers a traditional education
based on good behaviour and respect with a ‘no
nonsense’ approach. Underpinning our ambition for
high standards is our commitment to an inclusive and
caring community of which parents and carers can
be proud.
We are delighted that you are considering
entrusting your child to Dean Trust Wigan. Our aim
is to work in partnership with all parents and we
will always be pleased to meet with you to discuss
your child’s education. We welcome each child to
be part of a school community that will strive to
provide a happy, safe and stimulating environment.
Paul Bousfield
Headteacher

“We are delighted that Dean Trust Wigan is now
part of our family of schools. The Dean Trust Wigan
team, supported by the Trust, will be relentless in the
pursuit of high standards.”
Tarun Kapur CBE, Chief Executive, The Dean Trust

“The support
and guidance
provided by the
Chief Executive
and Academy
Principal and by
other staff from
the other schools
in The Dean
Trust has been
instrumental in
raising standards.”
Ofsted,
Forest Gate Academy

The Dean Trust

Traditional values at the heart of all our work
Over the years we have developed a culture of excellence across our organisation that has
provided fantastic opportunities for pupils in all of our schools. The Dean Trust’s core values
include traditional academic education, excellent discipline and respect, contributing to improved
attainment and progress.
Our key strength is our approach to behaviour management and the development of character.
Traditional values sit at the heart of all of our schools with the sole purpose of developing pupils
who make the right choices. Systems in our schools are crystal clear in terms of rewards and
consequences; our pupils wear their uniform with pride and respect the learning environment and
facilities provided.

“I think this school is
really enjoyable, we
are encouraged to
work hard and respect
each other”
Year 7 Pupil

What we offer
Believe
We will provide a challenge to all pupils
so that education is valued, respected
and becomes a key element in the
development of their character.
We will build on the primary school
experience to develop opportunities for
leadership and personal development.

Achieve
A curriculum and extra curricular
programme that, challenges, engages
and meets pupils’ needs and aspirations.
Pupils will be given the support they
need to achieve their goals.

Transition
We understand that both children and parents have concerns about the prospect of transition
from primary to secondary school. Our transition process begins early with pupils in Years 4,5,
and 6 visiting Dean Trust Wigan on a regular basis. They participate in mini lessons in a wide
range of subjects, including Science, Performing Arts, Music, Computing as well as having the
opportunity to use our sports facilities. This familiarity ensures a smooth transition for all Year
7 pupils to start them on their journey to become successful, independent and enthusiastic
learners.
Our Transition Team work hard to make sure transition is seamless, happy and enjoyable, we
offer:

♦♦A personal appointment if requested, with the Headteacher, Mr Paul Bousfield.
♦♦Full transition days for all Year 6 children during the summer term.
♦♦Saturday morning transition school.
♦♦A commitment that existing friends will be sensitively grouped in
classes.

Succeed

♦♦An opportunity to meet key staff and Trustees from The Dean Trust.

It is vital that when our pupils leave
Dean Trust Wigan that they all succeed
in gaining a place at college, with a
training provider or in employment. We
have a clear plan in place for all of our
pupils.

♦♦A specialist team of Year 7 Learning Tutors who have been selected
based on their specific nurturing qualities and ability to establish
standards and routines early.

♦♦An academic transition programme to create a continuous learning
pathway from Year 6 onwards.

♦♦A ‘no cost’ new full school uniform including PE kit to all our new
Year 7 intake.

Curriculum
We aim to provide a broad and balanced
learning experience for our pupils throughout
their time at Dean Trust Wigan to ensure they
can maximise their full potential.
Our curriculum is designed to ensure that all pupils
achieve to the very best of their ability. Lessons
are tailored to meet the needs of all learners and
are engaging, fast paced and fun. Pupils are taught
skills and strategies to help them become effective,
independent, resilient learners which prepares them for
the different stages of school life and beyond.

The breadth of subjects offered at Key Stage 3 ensures
that pupils are able to maximise their social, moral,
spiritual and cultural development. Our focus will be
on personal growth, with strong discipline, an emphasis
on character-building and outstanding support for each
pupil as an individual.
Key Stage 4 combines a compulsory core curriculum
with a wide range of options to allow students to build
a personalised programme suitable for their needs
and abilities. During Year 9, there is extensive support
to help pupils and parents choose the right courses
and options preparing them fully for higher education
opportunities or embracing the world of work.
The Dean Trust benefits from having a Teaching School
at the heart of its operation that supports all of our
schools through high quality, continuing professional
development of our teachers to ensure that our pupils
are taught using the very latest teaching methods.

“Teaching was outstanding
... some was of such simply
stunning quality that it
enabled pupils to make
hugely impressive gains in
their learning and progress.”
Ashton on Mersey School, Ofsted

We believe that learning experiences should extend beyond the classroom and
across subject boundaries.
We offer a wide range of additional activities that enrich our curriculum. All our pupils have
opportunities to participate in curriculum enrichment days, local and national challenge days.
Creative opportunities are offered during the school day, which are added to through trips
and other cultural events. Additionally, pupils enjoy lunch and after school clubs across all
curriculum areas.
We have a very strong tradition of sport at the school. Dean Trust Wigan has regular participants
in local and national competitions in netball, rugby and football. Recreational sport such as
table tennis, trampolining, cheer leading and fitness take place after school and at lunchtimes.
An extensive and varied extra curricular provision is available, providing opportunities for all
our pupils with every possible type of trip and visit to suit all interests and all abilities. Theatre
trips, visits overseas for cultural or sporting activities are just some of the highlights of the school
year.

The Dean Trust is developing a family of schools and academies, with a collaborative learning
culture, which provides the very best for every child. Ashton on Mersey School which holds a
fifth consecutive ‘Outstanding’ Ofsted grading is the founding school of The Dean Trust.
The Dean Trust currently operates in four Local Authorities, Manchester, Trafford, Knowsley and
Wigan and this provides a rich cultural mix as well as an opportunity to learn from the best in
each area. As we continue to grow we are determined to remain an organisation of ‘first choice’.
The Dean Trust is an organisation that provides great opportunities for pupils and staff alike. Our
schools are at the heart of their communities. We aim for the Wigan community to be proud of
their local Dean Trust School.

“The effectiveness of the federation leadership and management in
embedding ambition and driving improvement is outstanding.”
Ofsted, Leadership of more than one school.
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