
YEAR 9 
OPTIONS



In Year 9 all students will continue to study English Language, 
English Literature, Mathematics, Science and a PE qualification. 

The majority of  students will study GCSE French while others will 
take Travel and Tourism.

Year 9 students have the option of studying either Geography or 
History through to GCSE.

Students may wish to change an option they chose at the end of 
Year 8 and replace it with either: 

Geography (alongside History)

History (alongside Geography)

Religious Studies

At Dean Trust Wigan we always thrive for success. With this in 
mind each student can speak to their teachers to ask for advice 

on the best possible route for them to be successful. 

Alternative provision may be provided for individual students 



Week commencing 
25th Feb 2019

Booklet Issued

4th – 22nd March 
2019

Discuss with teachers 
and parents and 

complete option sheet

29th March 
2019

Closing date for 
options 

IMPORTANT DATES

If you would like to discuss any aspect of the options 
process please contact Mrs Howard either by email: 
DeborahHoward@deantrustwigan.co.uk or contact 
school reception on 01942 511987 

mailto:DeborahHoward@deantrustwigan.co.uk


COMPULSORY
SUBJECTS

English Language
English Literature

Mathematics
GCSE Triple Science or GCSE Combined Science Trilogy

French or Travel and Tourism
Sport Studies or Sports Science



ENGLISH LANGUAGE

100% Written Examination:
Component 1:
Shakespeare and the 19th Century 
novel.
Written Examination: 1 hr 45 
minutes.
40% of qualification.

Component 2: 
Modern texts and poetry.
Written Examination: 2 hr 15 
minutes.
60% of qualification.

The necessary skills for literature revolve around your personal development and enjoyment for 
reading and discovery: a desire to read and be curious about events and motivations of characters 
and writers; an open mind as to the experiences of other people from different times, cultures or 
experiences; a passion to discuss and argue viewpoints and perceptions. All examinations are closed 
book, a dedication to revision in required for success.

Literature is great preparation for further study at college and beyond.  Understanding a range of texts 
and their contexts allows you to investigate written pieces more effectively and have a greater 
appreciation of other cultures, historical events and the viewpoints and opinions of a range of writers.

What will I do on this course?

What will I this course prepare me for? 

What sort of skills do I need to be successful on this course?

How will I be 
assessed on this 

course?

Pupils will read and analyse a range of texts 
such as: A Christmas Carol, Blood Brothers 
and An Inspector Calls. All  pupils will study a 
play by Shakespeare. As part of the course 
pupils will study a prescribed anthology of 
poetry and will also be expected to respond 
to unseen poetry in the examination. 

For more information contact 
Mrs Wilson 



ENGLISH LITERATURE

100% Written Examination:
Component 1: 20th Century Literature 
Reading and Creative Prose Writing.
Written examination 1 hour 45 
minutes
40% of qualification.
Component 2: 19th Century and 21st

Century Non-Fiction Reading and 
Transactional/Persuasive Writing
Written examination: 2 hours
60% of qualification.

The ability to contribute to speaking and listening situations and willingness to develop the skills of 
taking part in discussions and representing your opinions.

The desire to improve reading and writing skills through engagement with a variety of texts.

The ability to research a topic and revise to prepare for an Examination.

Life and work skills
The ability to communicate clearly in writing and speaking. The ability to be able to read with 
understanding.
Most courses and employers will insist on accreditation in English. 
College courses
Nearly all college courses will require accreditation in English.

What will I do on this course?

What will this course prepare me for? 

What sort of skills do I need to be successful on this course?

How will I be 
assessed on this 

course?

Pupils will explore 19th, 21st Century Non-Fiction and 
20th Century Literature. Both will be assessed through 
a range of structured questions that will test their 
ability to read critically. 
Their ability to write affectively will be assessed 
through prose and transactional writing.  

For more information contact 
Mrs Wilson 



MATHEMATICS

The ability to contribute to speaking and listening situations and willingness to develop the skills of 
taking part in discussions and representing your opinions.

The desire to improve reading and writing skills through engagement with a variety of texts.

The ability to research a topic and revise to prepare for an Examination.

Develop confidence and positive attitude to maths
Recognise the importance of maths in life and society
Management of money 
Level 3 college courses such as Mathematics, Sciences, Geography and Business

What will I do on this course?

What will  this course prepare me for? 

What sort of skills do I need to be successful on this course?

Develop knowledge, skills and understanding of 
mathematical methods and concepts including:
• Number
• Algebra
• Geometry
• Measures
• Probability
• Statistics
Apply the functional elements of mathematics in 
everyday and real-life situations.

For more information contact 
Miss Hogg

100% Written Examination:

There will be three externally 
assessed written papers at the end of 

the course, two calculator and one 
non-calculator. Each contributes one 

third of the final grade.

There are two tiers of entry, 
Foundation (grades 1 to 5) and Higher 

(grades 4 to 9).

Students must take all three papers at 
the same tier.

How will I be 
assessed on this 

course?



GCSE TRIPLE SCIENCE 

• A high interest in Science and how it influences 

our lives.

• You should be motivated, enthusiastic and 

determined!

• Life and work skills

• develop your enquiring mind, enable 

you to problem solve and develop 

your logical thinking.

• A Levels in Biology, Human Biology, 

Chemistry & Physics

• A levels in other subjects

• Education & Society

What will I do on this course?

What will  this course 
prepare me for? 

What sort of skills do I need to be 
successful on this course?

Key concepts in Biology
Cells and control, Genetics
Natural selection and genetic modification
Health, disease and the development of medicines
Plant structures and their functions
Animal coordination, control and homeostasis
Exchange and transport in animals
Ecosystems and material cycles
Key concepts in Chemistry
States of matter and mixtures, Chemical changes
Extracting metals and equilibria
Separate chemistry 1 & 2
Groups in the periodic table
Rates of reaction and energy changes
Fuels and Earth science
Key concepts in Physics
Motion and forces, Conservation of energy, Waves
Light and the electromagnetic spectrum, 
Radioactivity, Astronomy, Energy - Forces doing work
Forces and their effects, Electricity and circuits
Static electricity, Magnetism and the motor effect
Electromagnetic induction, Particle model
Forces and matter

For more information contact 
Mr McNally

This qualification is linear. Linear means 
that students take all assessments at the 
end of the course.
• Two Biology exams: 1 hour 45 

minutes each
• Two Chemistry exams: 1 hour 45 

minutes each
• Two Physics exams: 1 hour 45 

minutes each

• Foundation Tier assessments will be 
awarded a grade within the range of 1 
to 5. 

• Higher Tier assessments will be 
awarded a grade within the range of 4 
to 9. 

How will I be 
assessed on this 

course?



GCSE COMBINED 
SCIENCE TRILOGY

• A high interest in Science and how it influences our 
lives.

• You should be motivated, enthusiastic and 
determined!

• Life and work skills

• develop your enquiring mind, enable 

you to problem solve and develop 

your logical thinking.

• A Levels in Biology, Human Biology, 

Chemistry & Physics

• A levels in other subjects

• Education & Society

What will I do on this course?

What will  this course 
prepare me for? 

What sort of skills do I need to be 
successful on this course?

Key concepts in Biology
Cells and control, Genetics
Natural selection and genetic modification
Health, disease and the development of medicines
Plant structures and their functions
Animal coordination, control and homeostasis
Exchange and transport in animals
Ecosystems and material cycles
Key concepts in Chemistry
States of matter and mixtures, Chemical changes
Extracting metals and equilibria
Groups in the periodic table
Rates of reaction and energy changes
Fuels and Earth science
Key concepts in Physics
Motion and forces, Conservation of energy, Waves
Light and the electromagnetic spectrum, 
Radioactivity, Energy - Forces doing work
Forces and their effects, Electricity and circuits
Magnetism and the motor effect
Electromagnetic induction, Particle model
Forces and matter

For more information contact 
Mr McNally

This qualification is linear. Linear means 
that students take all assessments at the 
end of the course.

• Two Biology exams: 1 hour 10 
minutes each

• Two Chemistry exams: 1 hour 10 
minutes each

• Two Physics exams: 1 hour 10 
minutes each

• Foundation Tier assessments will be 
awarded a grade within the range of 1 
to 5. 

• Higher Tier assessments will be 
awarded a grade within the range of 4 
to 9. 

How will I be 
assessed on this 

course?



FRENCH

Exams are still tiered but you can 
no longer mix and match

Grade 5 will expect a range of 
tenses to be understood and 
delivered

Changes to the GCSE include the 
element of translation and more 
focus on the ability to be 
grammatically correct

.

100% examination

For the writing there will be a Q+A section, an extended piece(around 90 words) and finally a 
translation into French

For the speaking test you will prepare a role-play, answer questions on a photo and then take part in 
some general conversation.

All topics used in these exams will have been covered in class previously.

Listening and Reading Exams

Speaking and Writing Exams

How will I be 
assessed on this 

course?

For more information contact 
Mrs Taylor

For the writing there will be a Q+A section, 
an extended piece(around 90 words) and 
finally a translation into French

For the speaking test you will prepare a role-
play, answer questions on a photo and then 
take part in some general conversation.

All topics used in these exams will have been 
covered in class previously.



TRAVEL AND 
TOURISM

• investigate how travel and tourism organisations use research to identify customer needs
• explore the range of products offered by travel and tourism organisations
• consider how organisations respond to market trends to meet customer needs
• plan a holiday to meet customer needs and preferences

• factors influencing the travel and tourism industry
• sustainability and destination management
• the impact of global tourism on local communities, the economy and the environment
• tourism development

Unit 1: Travel and Tourism 
Organisations and Destinations

Unit 2: Influences on Global Travel and Tourism

Unit 3: Customer Needs in Travel and Tourism 

• the travel and tourism sector and tourist destinations
• the importance of travel and tourism to the UK
• the type and purpose of different travel and tourism 
organisations
• different types of holidays and reasons for travel

For more information contact 
Mrs Moss

100% Written Examination:

3 Units

Unit 1: Coursework worth 30%

Unit 2: Examination worth 30%

Unit 3: Coursework worth 40%

How will I be 
assessed on this 

course?

Any careers within the travel and tourism industry 

What careers could this help me with ?



Sports Studies

Life and work skills 
• In addition to learning specific sports skills 

you will also gain many valuable qualities that 
employers and college staff value highly. 
These attributes include reliability, 
responsibility, co-operation, leadership, 
empathy, communication skills and an ability 
to work as part of a team. 

College courses 
• sports studies, public services, nutrition and 

leisure/tourism.

You need to be given information and set tasks 
to research. You will be responsible for your own 
learning, producing the necessary detail in your 
work so you must be reliable and organised with 
your time.

The Sports Studies course allows pupil to gain a 
deeper understanding of the wider aspects in 
the sporting environment. An interest in sport 
and ability to do research is advisable for 
studying this course

What will I do on this 
course?

What sort of skills do I 
need to be successful on 

this course?

What will this course 
prepare me for?

This course is ideal as it is completing 
coursework (1 lesson) and playing 
sports (2 lessons) rather than being 
judged at how good you are at sitting 
exams.

The course requires you to have a 
sound knowledge of sport and an 
ability to compile presentations on 
the computer.

For more information contact 
any of the PE staff. 

Unit 1:  Portfolio of Work 60%
OCR Sports Studies consists of 2 Compulsory 
units: Contemporary Issues in Sport- External 
Exam 25% and Performance in Practical Sports 
25%

R051: Contemporary issues in sport
R052: Developing sports skills
R053: Sports leadership 
R056: Developing knowledge and skills in 
outdoor activities

There are four grades awarded – a Pass, Merit 
and Distinction and Distinction Plus.

How will I be assessed on 
this course?



Sports Science

Life and work skills 
• In addition to learning specific sports skills 

you will also gain many valuable qualities 
that employers and college staff value highly. 
These attributes include reliability, 
responsibility, co-operation, leadership, 
empathy, communication skills and an ability 
to work as part of a team. 

College courses 
• sports studies, public services, nutrition and 

leisure/tourism.

The Sports Science course allows pupil to gain a 
deeper understanding of how the body works 
and reacts in the sporting environment. An 
interest in science and sport is advisable for 
studying this course.

You need to be responsible for your own 
learning, and be reliable and organised with your 
time. 
All we ask is that you try your best!

What will I do on this 
course?

What sort of skills do I need 
to be successful on this 

course?

What will this course 
prepare me for?

This course is ideal for you if you 
enjoy PE but like the idea of 
completing coursework rather than 
being judged at how good you are at 
sport, and sitting exams.

The course requires you to have a 
sound knowledge of sport and an 
ability to compile presentations on 
the computer

For more information contact 
any of the PE staff. 

Unit 1:  Portfolio of Work 60%
OCR Sports Studies consists of 2 Compulsory 
units: Contemporary Issues in Sport- External 
Exam 25% and Performance in Practical Sports 
25%

R051: Contemporary issues in sport
R052: Developing sports skills
R053: Sports leadership 
R056: Developing knowledge and skills in 
outdoor activities

There are four grades awarded – a Pass, Merit 
and Distinction and Distinction Plus.

How will I be assessed on 
this course?



HUMANITIES 
OPTION

Geography
History



GEOGRAPHY

The ability to contribute to speaking and 
listening situations and willingness to develop 
the skills of taking part in discussions and 
representing your opinions.

The desire to improve reading and writing 
skills through engagement with a variety of 
texts.

The ability to research a topic and revise to 
prepare for an Examination.

•Urban Issues and Challenges – Liverpool and 
Rio
• Rapid growth of LICs
• Variations in global development
• Economic Growth in LICs
• The UKs changing economy
• Resource Management 

Unit 1: Living with the Physical 
environment

Unit 2: Changes in the 
Human Environment 

Unit 3:  Geographical 
Applications 

•Tectonic Hazards
• Weather Hazards
• Climate Change
• Ecosystems
• Tropical Rainforests
• Hot Deserts
• UK Physical Landscapes
• Coastal Landscapes
• Glacial Landscapes
.

For more information contact 
Mrs McClurg

100% Written Examination:

3 Units

Unit 1: Examination worth 35%

Unit 2: Examination worth 35%

Unit3 : Examination worth 30%

How will I be 
assessed on this 

course?



HISTORY

Examine the different punishments     
throughout time. 

Including; pouring molten lava down your 
neck or being thrown into a river in a sack of 

snakes.
Find out if the police tried to catch Jack the 

Ripper and how he was able to get away.

Jobs in: 
Journalism, 
teaching, 
the armed forces, 
solicitor, 
architect. 

Crime and Punishment,                      
Jack the Ripper / 

Whitechapel

What will  this course prepare me for? 

For more information contact 
Mrs McClurg/Mr. Jones

Paper 1: 30% 52 Marks 
Section A : Whitechapel

Section B: Crime and Punishment through time
Paper 2: 40% 64 Marks

Section A: Anglo Saxon and Norman England
Section B: The American West

Paper 3: 30% 52 Marks 
Section : Weimar and Nazi Germany

Section B: The Weimar and Nazi Germany Case 
study 

How will I be assessed on 
this course?

Typical employers include:
Banks, 

schools, 
law firms, 

publishing companies, 
retailer 

television companies.

Learn about the rise of Adolf Hitler and the 
treatment of Jews in Nazi Germany.

Study Cowboys and Indians and how America 
developed into the country it is today.

Nazi Germany
The American West



REPLACING A 
MINI OPTION

Religious Studies



RELIGIOUS STUDIES

Careers in
• Medicine
• Police
• Prison Services
• Social work
• Law
• Teaching

• The Armed Forces

• Retail

• Journalism

• Evaluation
• Reflection
• Investigation
• Analysis
• Empathy

What will I do on this 
course?

What sort of skills will I 
develop on this course?

What will this course 
prepare me for?

We study a range of moral issues which apply 
to everyone.
You don’t need to believe in God – just have 
an interest in where people’s ideas come from 
– including your own!

For more information contact 
Mrs Cadman

Paper 1: Religion and Ethics – Christianity 
(Exam 50% of qualification)

• Beliefs
• Marriage and the Family
• Living the Religious Life
• Matters of Life and Death

Paper 2: Religion, Peace and Conflict – Islam 
(Exam 50% of qualification)

• Beliefs
• Crime and Punishment
• Living the Religious Life
• Peace and Conflict

How will I be assessed on 
this course?


