
Conor Davis – Chair

Conor is a long term Wigan resident whose own children have been educated in the borough’s schools and colleges.
Having taught in Wigan for a number of years, his career includes twenty five years of headship experience in three 
high schools. He is fully committed to the principles and standards of Dean Trust Wigan and considers it an honour to 
be a Governor. He currently serves as Chair of the Governing Body and strives to ensure that the staff and pupils of 
the school are fully supported in all that they do. He is also proud to represent the Governors as their Chair.

David Rosbottom OBE – Vice Chair

David is the proprietor of David Rosbottom & Company (Marketing & Business Consultancy) and Director & General 
Manager of Cables & Conductors Ltd. (Sales & Distribution of Electrical Conductors : Lamifil n.v.).
Prior to this he held senior roles with Delta Crompton Ltd., as Product Manager and the General Electric Company of 
England Ltd., (GEC Cables & Wires Group) as Marketing/Commercial Director which also included being the Director 
responsible for the Aluminium Division which included financial, sales, production, technical and quality management 
functions.
Outside of work, David believes that all our pupils are entitled to the best education. He has involved himself with local 
education in Lancashire and Greater Manchester to try and achieve these aims.
David also enjoys sport and is involved with Wigan Warriors and Liverpool FC – teams which both of his older 
grandsons are immersed in.



Paul Bousfield – Headteacher

Paul has been a Headteacher since 2010, initially leading Abraham Guest High School. During his time as 
Headteacher he has overseen many changes and developments for the school. His career in education began 
twenty six years ago, when he originally taught Physical Education and English. Following a curriculum route he was 
Head of Physical Education in two schools, prior to holding the senior role of Director of Specialism in a Sports 
College in Liverpool.
During his time in education he has had the opportunity to work in a full range of schools, all with their different 
challenges. It is with such diverse experience in his career that he is able to lead this school. He is passionate about 
delivering high quality education to the young people of this community and is committed to ensuring Dean Trust 
Wigan continues to enjoy success.

Mhairi Birchall – Governor

Mhairi is a mum of two and a local resident, having lived in the area for eleven years. She graduated with a Ph.D. in 
Chemistry from Heriot-Watt University followed by a PGCE in Secondary Science Education from the University of 
Manchester. Mhairi has spent her whole career working in the education sector. Her career started as a science 
teacher in an 11-18 secondary school in Warrington. Following on from this she worked at the University of 
Liverpool in both the geography and chemistry departments. She is now currently employed as a chemistry teacher 
at Winstanley College. Working in secondary, further and higher education has given Mhairi a wealth of experience 
that she can bring to her role as Governor. Finally, Mhairi strongly believes that everyone is entitled to a good 
quality education and she is passionately committed to making that happen.



Conor Edwards – Governor
As Director of Finance and Resources at Winstanley College, Conor has worked as a senior manager since 2000. Prior to his 
current role he was Finance Manager at Skelmersdale & Ormskirk Colleges having trained as a Chartered Accountant. Conor 
has a degree in French Studies and spent a year working in France teaching English conversation in a secondary school.
Conor brings useful skills to the governing body from his experience in financial management, risk management, 
governance, estates and health and safety in an education context. The college at which he works delivers excellent 
education so that its students make outstanding progress and he would like to help Dean Trust Wigan to aspire to do the 
same over time.
Conor has two children who have gone through high school and on to college and university and lives in West Lancashire 
with his wife who is an award winning garden designer. As well as trail running, Conor is a member of the BBKA and 
teaches students to look after honey bees at college. Conor is delighted to continue to support Dean Trust Wigan as a 
Governor so that all our pupils can achieve their full potential and progress to great things.

Graham Ellis – Governor

Graham has over eight years experience working in the charity sector and currently works as the a Training Delivery 
Manager for a national charity with the responsibility for the development and training of over 3,500 volunteers. Before 
working in the charity sector, Graham worked in the shipping industry as an Imports Manager responsible for the imports 
and distribution of up to 400,000 tons of steel per year.
Graham was born and educated in Runcorn. Graham left education after his A Levels at the age of eighteen to start work in 
the shipping industry. Graham has developed strong management, communication and analytical skills through the roles he 
has undertaken through his career.
Graham is passionate about volunteering. He was involved in The Scout Movement from the age of eight when he joined as 
a cub. After progressing through Scouts and then Venture Scouts he achieved his Queen Scout Award. Graham then became 
an Explorer Scout Leader and left at the age of 32 to volunteer with St John Ambulance. Here Graham has held a number of 
key roles. Currently setting up community projects in Greater Manchester to support the homeless community.
The role of a school Governor with the Dean Trust is a new and exciting role for Graham and one he is excited to undertake.



Jennifer Green – Parent Governor

Jennifer has a daughter who is in currently in Year 10 at Dean Trust Wigan. Jennifer was delighted to take up the Governor 
role at the school. Working as a Dentist Pay Manager, working for MyDentist (part of IDH Group) she has worked in 
finance for the last twelve years, working her way from an account junior to a Management Accountant (CIMA certified).
Jennifer is passionate about helping young people achieve their potential through education and ensuring that youngsters 
have the best opportunities to succeed whilst growing into responsible and caring individuals. Jennifer is really looking 
forward to working with the pupils, staff and families within the school community.

Callie Hickey – Parent Governor

A wife and mother of four children, Callie has been part of The Dean Trust since her eldest son attended the 
school. Callie has seen the significance of the quality of education her children have received at Dean Trust Wigan and 
the impact this has had on their development. Through observing the excellent efforts of staff over the years at the 
school, to maximize the quality of the school experience, both academically and socially, Callie felt this was something she 
wanted to contribute to personally.
Callie has worked in education for fifteen years and is strongly committed to raising educational standards. As a newly 
elected Parent Governor, Callie looks forward to working within an established Governing Body, responding to the 
responsibilities and the challenges involved, working in partnership with others, to ensure that all pupils attend a happy 
and safe learning environment, in which they have the opportunity to develop and achieve their full potential. The 
contribution of knowledge and prior experience Callie possesses, will effectively support her to fulfil her role as Parent 
Governor. Callie very much looks forward to working collaboratively to present a balanced view representing different 
sections of the community and to improve outcomes for all pupils.



Rachael Hogg – Staff Governor 
Rachael has been teaching at the school for over six years. During this time she has been a teacher of mathematics, 
lead practitioner, associate leader of the department and is now the Head of Faculty. Through these roles Rachael 
has been able to share her passion for mathematics and help pupils reach their full potential. Rachael considers 
being a positive role model for young people important. She has formed excellent working relationships with pupils, 
which have aspired them to engage in school life.
Rachael lives in Wigan and attended local schools and Winstanley College. She studied mathematics at Durham 
University and then went onto to complete her PGCE at Manchester Metropolitan University. As a local resident, 
she is familiar with the area and is able to act in the best interests of pupils and the wider community. 

Ernest Howell – Governor
Before retiring Ernest was a Building Surveyor working in local government and the ‘New Towns Commission’ which 
included local education. Since retirement fourteen years ago he has been a school Governor at a number of 
schools in the local area and has served as a school Governor for past 12 years on the Governing Body at Dean Trust 
Wigan formerly Abraham Guest High School. 
Ernie currently serves on the Standards Committee, and as Vice-Chair for the Finance and Premises Committee he 
is also the appointed governor with responsibility for Health and Safety within Dean Trust Wigan, working alongside 
key school personnel.



Carol Snape – Governor
Mother of two Carol has lived in the Wigan area since birth. Carol is a Health Visitor and a qualified teacher. She 
has a BSc in Public Health & Health Visiting and a PGCE in Teaching and Learning in Higher Education. As part of 
her role she has been heavily involved with quality assurance and audit, skills which will be beneficial in her role 
as school Governor.
Carol is very interested in building the community’s capacity to look after themselves and she has already helped 
start up some community projects. This is an experience which has taught her skills in negotiating, planning and 
fund raising.

Kenneth Wade – Governor

After studying electronics at Imperial College London, Kenneth worked in the computer industry and the gas 
industry before starting Pactrol Controls Ltd. in a hen shed in Burscough. After moving to Skelmersdale, Pactrol
Controls Ltd. became an award-winning public listed company. Pactrol is now part of a large multinational and 
Ken went on to work with Merseyside Enterprise Board, NW Regional Health Authority, and several private and 
public companies before studying for his PhD at Manchester Business School combined with part-time teaching 
and being an examiner at Salford University. He is a mentor with The Prince’s Trust and occasional author.


