
Learning question – Can you comment on the stylistic 
qualities of Verbatim theatre and the creative intentions 
behind ‘ I Love You Mum”? 



A1 Research into the Verbatim Theatre, including 

influences (homework task) 

A1 Creative Intentions (themes, how and why it was 

written - playwright, purpose, themes and issues 

tackled) 

A1 First thoughts on version 

watched (which version? Style, 

narrative, structure, feelings 

when watching) 



▪Research Journal 



Add a write up on the Verbatim Theatre style to your PowerPoint. 



▪ Verbatim theatre plays are constructed from the precise 
words spoken by people interviewed about a particular event 
or topic. It is a form of documentary theatre. 

▪ Documentary theatre is theatre that uses pre-existing 
documentary material (such as newspapers, government 
reports, interviews, journals, and correspondences) as source 
material for stories about real events and people, frequently 
without altering the text in performance.

▪ So, what are the key differences and similarities between verbatim 
theatre and documentary theatre?



▪ Verbatim theatre seeks to capture the essence of the storyteller 
(interviewee) by making artistic choices that are in keeping with that 
individual. The actor playing them will try demonstrate the emotions 
of the storyteller, they may even do this by mimicking their vocal and 
physical qualities.

▪ Verbatim theatre is often issue based and explores the opinions or 
experiences of real people. For this reason it can be a very poignant 
and powerful.



▪ I Love You Mum - I Promise I Won't Die 

▪ Playwright and director – Mark Wheeler

▪ Version watched – 2016 0riginal production performed at the Brit School by 
Osos Youth Theatre

▪ Comment on the stylistic qualities, the structure and your feelings when watching 
the performance.



▪ https://youtu.be/RRhDYIREdtY

▪ You now need to add a slide on the creative intentions behind the play using your notes 
from the YouTube clip we watch. 

▪ What are the creative intentions behind the play? Why was it created? 

▪ What are the stylistic qualities of the piece? 

▪ How do the different roles work together to create the play?

▪ What are the issues tackled? 

▪ Other comments  

https://youtu.be/RRhDYIREdtY


▪ See following slides for a reminder of the lesson …

▪ Make sure you comment on the rehearsal process and what would be different 
when rehearsing this scene considering it is a verbatim piece. How does it differ 
from the rehearsal process that we went through with A Kids Game?  



Get into partners / 3s. 1 person to be the storyteller, 1/2 person to be the actor.

The storyteller should tell a brief story - something they did over half term/ the 
weekend. KEEP IT SHORT – 30 seconds will do.

The actor should try retell the story as accurately as possible, trying to use the 
person’s original words, vocality and physicality.  TRY COPY THEM EXACTLY, 
YOU ARE MIMICKING THEIR PERFORMANCE.

Think about:

▪ How the person is sat/stood

▪ How they said particular words using their voice

▪ Movements or mannerisms

▪ Facial expressions



Readers: 16.

Mark, Izzy, Fiona, Tim, Connie, George, Joe, Jack, Megan, Hope, Ensemble 1, 
Ensemble 2, Jeremy, ‘Alice, Tara, Lewis and group’, Anon, Harvey.



What is the mood and atmosphere of the first few pages?

Why are some of Megan’s words underlined on page 10?

Why do you think the playwright chose to use a blue hoodie to represent Dan? Why 
not just have one actor playing him?

Why do you think there are so many characters? Named and un-named?

What is your reaction to the play so far? Why do you think the playwright might 
have wanted this audience response?

What questions do you have about the characters so far?



▪ How can you experiment with pace and silence for effect?

▪ Megan and Hope duologue-

▪ P 9 Megan: It was a normal Monday morning UNTIL p10 Megan: …just moved away.


