
Headteacher Message

Friday 18th September 2020 Week 3

Dear Pupils, Parents and Carers,

I want to congratulate our pupils on their return to learning. I have been 

impressed with some of the quality of work I have seen this week in books 

and in classrooms. Pupils have adjusted well to our COVID-19 safe 

learning arrangements as have our teachers who are working very hard. 

I am certain that the significant majority of parents and pupils will be pleased to hear that 

we have taken strong action over the last week to address the very small minority of pupils 

who come to school and disrupt the learning of others, do not meet our basic standards or 

actively caused other children upset. These pupils must meet our standards moving 

forward and I sincerely hope that their families support us by working with us to instil high 

expectations of good manners and personal presentation. We are working hard to improve 

our school to be a school we can all be proud of and we do that by working together and 

having high expectations. 

I will be delighted to see Year 8 return to school on Monday after their period of self-

isolation. This was a challenging time for pupils, parents and the school. I ask that parents 

ensure their child is fit and well to return and that they are clear on our uniform standards 

before Monday.

A Message from the Senior Prefects

We are Kyle and Jodie, the new Head Boy and 

Head Girl at Dean Trust Wigan. 

We are both honoured to be awarded the role of 

Senior Prefects and look forward to working with the 

wider prefect team so we can all help to make a 

positive change within the school and the community. 

With the help of the Senior Leadership Team, we hope

to spend our last year as role models for the younger 

pupils and to influence them to make the right choices.

Our goal is to make the school a better learning environment to ensure that pupils can 

achieve their full potential. We like to think of ourselves as approachable so please feel 

free to talk to us whenever you like.

Jodie

Head Girl

Kyle 

Head Boy



Welcome to Miss Davis

Hello everyone, my name is Miss Davis. 

I am an English Teacher who is also responsible for all our Year 7 

students. 

My role is to ensure that all students in Year 7 are happy, safe 

and challenged appropriately in their learning as they begin 

their high school journey. 

I originally began my teaching career in primary education where I gained a wealth of 

knowledge about the transition process from Year 6 into Year 7. This experience 

inspired my motives to become not only a Head of Year, but Head of Year 7. My goal is to 

ensure the change from primary to secondary is a smooth process which allows students 

to flourish in a new environment. 

Outside of school, I enjoy reading and visiting new places all over the world. I recently 

visited Oxford where many of the Harry Potter films were based! 

I am looking forward to working with all students and families at Dean Trust Wigan and 

cannot wait to get to know you all.

“

”
Winstanley College Opening Evenings

From Thursday 24th September, check in at 

Winstanley College via the website.

• View our virtual Year 11 presentation

• Register for a virtual Open Evening (15th October or 4th November)

• Complete your application form online and book your course discussion*

• Check out our brand new prospectus

*Course discussions will go ahead on the planned dates either socially distanced or online. 

Plans will be communicated nearer to the date booked.

Virtual Open Evenings – Thursday 15th October and Wednesday 4th November

• Listen and interact with teachers from all our subject areas

• Watch presentations from our Principal, support staff and school liaison team

• Find out about our Oxbridge and Medics, Dentists and Vets programmes

• Learn more about our Professional Pathways and how we prepare you for your future 

career

• Hear what our students think about life at Winstanley

• Discover our huge range of Enrichment including STEM, Sports and much more

All students and parents who have registered for an Open Evening will receive an invitation 

by email to join the event.

http://www.winstanley.ac.uk/
http://www.winstanley.ac.uk/


Post 16 Choices and Revision Tips
The Access Platform from GM Higher is now live. 

You will be able to chat one-to-one with Greater Manchester Higher staff 

and student ambassadors about post 16 choices, revision tips and general 

information about student life. Please visit the website to find out more.

Knowledge Organisers Launching
Next week will see the launch of the new knowledge organisers.

Knowledge organisers are an essential tool in ensuring that pupils understand the key facts 

required for each unit of work. They will also include assessment questions that can be 

attempted in order for pupils to improve in that subject area. Knowledge organisers can be 

used for homework and as revision material. During lesson changeover, pupils will be 

expected to turn to the relevant page in their knowledge organiser so as to prepare for the 

next lesson. A lot of work has been put into the knowledge organisers by staff over the past 

year. They are a valued resource and we want our pupils to really utilise them effectively so 

that they progress in every subject area.

Attendance Matters

5 days absence 

over the whole 

year

97% - 100%
Good chance of 

success and 

progress

20 days absence 

over the whole 

year

90%
Less chance of 

success. Difficult 

to make progress

20+ days absence 

over the whole 

year

Under 90%
Detrimental to 

success and 

progress

Dean Trust Wigan are proud of the high standards of attendance and punctuality achieved. 

These statistics are an indication of the high levels of co-operation which exist between 

school and home, as well as the positive response of pupils to their educational 

opportunities provided by the school. We believe that:

• Regular attendance promotes the effective and continuous learning of all pupils.

• Regular attendance promotes positive friendships and well-being.

• Good habits of attendance and punctuality will assist to develop self-discipline and 

responsibility in preparation for future employment.

• High attendance results in high achievement.

Pupils should aim to attend school every day on time except where illness makes it 

impossible. Parents / carers must telephone school on the first day of absence to provide a 

reason. Our school employs a team of professionals who, in partnership with Startwell and 

the authority’s Attendance Enforcement Team, will follow up all absences.

Our aim for pupils is a minimum of at least 97% attendance. There are termly rewards for 

pupils who achieving 100% attendance. If your child is unable to attend school for any 

reason you should telephone the school attendance office on 01942 511987. You are able 

to record this on answer phone. If a pupil is absent and we haven’t received an explanation 

this will trigger an automated truancy call.

https://gmhigher.ac.uk/askus/?fbclid=IwAR2KhBqV51L0uDbH7t0TzB2-U3BrtHvWPJG-fXUYZ5bHTassTBMkF9vP1Is
https://gmhigher.ac.uk/askus/?fbclid=IwAR2KhBqV51L0uDbH7t0TzB2-U3BrtHvWPJG-fXUYZ5bHTassTBMkF9vP1Is


@DeanTrustWigan @DeanTrustWigan DeanTrustWigan
1,264 Followers 1,103 Followers 224 Subscribers

Special Educational Needs 

and Disabilities

Useful SEND resources to support with 

literacy and numeracy:

www.2simple.com/purple-mash/

www.phonicsplay.co.uk

Ruth Miskin Training YouTube

Reading Wise

www.whiterosemaths.com/

Bedrock Learning

www.mathswithparents.com

To support cognition and learning:

The Send Cast

www.spaghettibrain.co.uk

Wellbeing:

Mind

www.healios.org.uk/services/thinkninja1

www.youngminds.org.uk

SEND: apps and games (Apps must be 

downloaded onto a compatible device)

Brain Parade:

www.brainparade.com/products/see-

touch-learn-free

HelpKidzLearn:

www.helpkidzlearn.com

Visuals2Go: www.visuals2go.com

Keep up to date with all guidance relating to 

coronavirus on the HM Government website and 

NHS website.  https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/

Parents and carers are reminded to ensure 

their son / daughter is arriving to school with 

the correct uniform and equipment. 

Gate checks have resumed and prior to 

entry into school pupils will be asked to 

show their pencil case and equipment, 

planner, knowledge organiser* and a 

suitable bag. 

*Knowledge organisers will be launched 

next week.

Gate Checks

It is very important, especially in the current 

situation, that the school has your correct 

details such as phone numbers, email 

addresses and postal address. 

Please contact school with any updates.

01942 511987 

office@deantrustwigan.co.uk

Are your contact details correct?

https://www.youtube.com/c/deantrustwigan
https://twitter.com/DeanTrustWigan
http://www.instagram.com/deantrustwigan
http://www.2simple.com/purple-mash/
http://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCo7fbLgY2oA_cFCIg9GdxtQ?mc_cid=5b8869f543&mc_eid=6974981631
http://www.readingwise.com/coronavirus-support
http://www.whiterosemaths.com/
http://www.bedrocklearning.org/coronavirus-support/
http://www.mathswithparents.com/
http://www.thesendcast.com/sendcast-episodes/
http://www.spaghettibrain.co.uk/
http://www.mind.org.uk/information-support/tips-for-everyday-living/relaxation/relaxation-tips
http://www.healios.org.uk/services/thinkninja1
http://www.youngminds.org.uk/
http://www.brainparade.com/products/see-touch-learn-free
http://www.helpkidzlearn.com/
http://www.visuals2go.com/
https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/
mailto:office@deantrustwigan.co.uk
http://www.deantrustwigan.co.uk/


Mental Health

Wigan NHS mental health crisis line – 01942 636395

NSPCC - https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/childrens-mental-health/

Mind Ed - https://www.minded.org.uk/

NHS Every Mind Matters - https://www.nhs.uk/oneyou/every-mind-matters/

Recommended apps to support mental health and physical well -being  

https://www.nhs.uk/oneyou/apps/

MENCAP Helpful advice and information for people with a learning disability and families

https://www.mencap.org.uk/advice-and-support/health/coronavirus-covid-19

Rise Above - https://riseabove.org.uk/

Government advice - https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-on-

supporting-children-and-young-peoples-mental-health-and-wellbeing/guidance-for-parents-and-

carers-on-supporting-children-and-young-peoples-mental-health-and-wellbeing-during-the-

coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak

Information for children about Covid-19

Children’s guide to coronavirus – Children’s commissioner 

https://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/publication/childrens-guide-to-coronavirus/

‘My hero is you’ a story book which can be downloaded free of charge. 

https://interagencystandingcommittee.org/iasc-reference-group-mental-health-and-

psychosocial-support-emergency-settings/my-hero-you

Internet safety

Internet Matters - https://www.internetmatters.org

NSPCC - https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/

Think U Know - https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/

If children need to speak to someone

Childline - https://www.childline.org.uk/ 08001111 (9am – midnight)

Shout - https://www.giveusashout.org Text ‘SHOUT’ to 85258 to be put in touch with a trained 

crisis volunteer

The Mix – https://www.themix.org.uk/ 0808 808 4994 Free information and support for Under 

25s

Physical well – being

Change 4 Life - https://www.nhs.uk/change4life NHS - https://www.nhs.uk/oneyou/for-your-

body/

Useful helplines and websites

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/childrens-mental-health/
https://www.minded.org.uk/
https://www.nhs.uk/oneyou/every-mind-matters/
https://www.nhs.uk/oneyou/apps/
https://www.mencap.org.uk/advice-and-support/health/coronavirus-covid-19
https://riseabove.org.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-on-supporting-children-and-young-peoples-mental-health-and-wellbeing/guidance-for-parents-and-carers-on-supporting-children-and-young-peoples-mental-health-and-wellbeing-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak
https://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/publication/childrens-guide-to-coronavirus/
https://interagencystandingcommittee.org/iasc-reference-group-mental-health-and-psychosocial-support-emergency-settings/my-hero-you
https://www.internetmatters.org/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/
https://www.childline.org.uk/
https://www.giveusashout.org/
https://www.themix.org.uk/
https://www.nhs.uk/change4life
https://www.nhs.uk/oneyou/for-your-body/
https://www.nhs.uk/oneyou/every-mind-matters/
https://interagencystandingcommittee.org/iasc-reference-group-mental-health-and-psychosocial-support-emergency-settings/my-hero-you
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/
https://www.childline.org.uk/
https://www.mencap.org.uk/advice-and-support/health/coronavirus-covid-19


COVID-19 (coronavirus) absence: 
A quick guide for parents / carers

6

What to do if… Action needed Back to school…

…my child 

has COVID-

19 

(coronavirus) 

symptoms*

• Child shouldn’t attend school

• Child should get a test

• Whole household self-isolates 

while waiting for test result

• Inform school immediately 

about test results

…when child’s test 

comes back negative 

and symptom free for 

48 hours 

…my child 

tests positive 

for COVID-19 

(coronavirus)

• Child shouldn’t attend school

• Child self-isolates for at least 

10 days from when 

symptoms* started (or from 

day of test if no symptoms)

• Inform school immediately 

about test results 

• Whole household self-isolates 

for 14 days from day when 

symptoms* started (or from 

day of test if no symptoms) -

even if someone tests 

negative during those 14 days

…when child feels 

better, and has been 

without a fever for at 

least 48 hours

They can return to school 

after 10 days even if they 

have a cough or loss of 

smell / taste. These 

symptoms can last for 

several weeks once the 

infection is gone.

…somebody 

in my 

household 

has COVID-

19 (coronavirus) 

symptoms*

• Child shouldn’t attend school

• Household member with 

symptoms should get a test

• Whole household self-isolates 

while waiting for test result

• Inform school immediately 

about test results

…when household 

member test is 

negative, and child 

does not have 

COVID-19 symptoms*

…somebody 

in my 

household 

has tested 

positive for COVID-19 

(coronavirus)

• Child shouldn’t attend school

• Whole household self-isolates 

for 14 days from day when 

symptoms* started (or from 

day of test if no symptoms) -

even if someone tests 

negative during those 14 days

…when child has 

completed 14 days of 

self-isolation, even if 

they test negative 

during the 14 days

* Symptoms include at least one of a high temperature; a new continuous cough; a loss of 

or change to your sense of smell or taste. See more at: 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/symptoms/ 



What to do if… Action needed Back to school…

…NHS Test 

and Trace 

has 

identified my 

child as a ‘close 

contact’ of somebody 

with symptoms* or 

confirmed COVID-19 

(coronavirus)

• Child shouldn’t attend school

• Child self-isolates for 14 days 

(as advised by NHS Test and 

Trace) – even if they test 

negative during those 14 days

• Rest of household does not 

need to self-isolate, unless 

they are a ‘close contact’ too

…when the child has 

completed 14 days of 

self-isolation, even if 

they test negative 

during those 14 days

…we / my 

child has 

travelled and 

has to self-

isolate as part of a 

period of quarantine

• Do not take unauthorised 

leave in term time

• Consider quarantine 

requirements and FCO advice 

when booking travel

• Provide information to school 

as per attendance policy

Returning from a destination 

where quarantine is needed:

• Child shouldn’t attend school

• Whole household self-isolates 

for 14 days – even if they test 

negative during those 14 days

…when the 

quarantine period of 

14 days has been 

completed for the 

child, even if they test 

negative during those 

14 days

…we have 

received 

advice from a 

medical / 

official source that 

my child must 

resume shielding

• Child shouldn’t attend school

• Contact school as advised by 

attendance officer / pastoral 

team

• Child should shield until you 

are informed that restrictions 

are lifted and shielding is 

paused again

…when school / other 

agencies inform you 

that restrictions have 

been lifted and your 

child can return to 

school again

….I am not 

sure who 

should get a 

test for 

COVID -19 

(coronavirus)

• Only people with symptoms* 

need to get a test

• People without symptoms are 

not advised to get a test, even 

if they are a ‘close contact’ of 

someone who tests positive

…when conditions 

above, as matching 

your situation, are 

met

For further information:

gmhscp.contacttracing@nhs.net 

gov.uk/backtoschool


