
Headteacher Message

Friday 25th September 2020 Week 4

This is a complex and sensitive issue. The instruction from the local council 

public health team to send some pupils and staff home was always going to be 

inevitable, not because education establishments are high-risk places, but 

because the gathering of young people and adults and their journeys to and 

from school is always going to increase the risk of transmission. In addition 

to this, a second wave of Covid has affected many communities and schools 

across the north west. The approach regarding protecting pupils and staff has 

followed a similar pattern across the region. We are not alone. 

Sending some pupils and staff home to protect them and others has made for challenging 

home/work situations and created multiple layers of anxiety; from fear related to vulnerable 

relatives’ potential exposure to how decisions between the school and authorities are made. 

What would happen if we had not sent pupils or staff home when they were positive or had been 

exposed to people elsewhere who were Covid positive? Could we have kept everyone safe?  

Should we have just closed the school? How much does that impact everyone? These are 

challenging questions but ones we should ask. Ultimately, we must follow the local health protection 

team instruction. 

The story of Billy Goats Gruff springs to my mind. The troll on the bridge. Remember the story?  To 

get across you have to take things head on. The virus isn’t going to just go away. Hand washing, 

reminding children to keep their distance, using masks and embracing rather than ignoring the 

situation is the way you get across the bridge. 

But, at heart, I’m optimistic about what I see. I've watched the meticulous planning, the attention to 

detail and the sense of compassion teachers have exuded. I've listened to all comments, questions 

and concerns and know how challenging it is for parents to do the right thing and give the right 

messages to their children.

We are working hard in unprecedented times to keep children and staff safe.

It is very important, especially in the current situation, that the school has your correct 

details such as phone numbers, email addresses and postal address. 

Please contact school with any updates.

01942 511987 

office@deantrustwigan.co.uk

Are your contact details correct?

mailto:office@deantrustwigan.co.uk


Welcome to Miss Wilks

I was really excited to be offered both a pastoral and 

teaching job at the school. I am passionate about 

sharing my love of Literature and creative writing with 

the students. It was my English teacher, Mr Vincent, 

that believed in me at school and he was my champion 

from year 7 to year 13! It was through him that I found 

a love of reading Classic Fiction. His recommendation 

of trying the novel Jane Eyre made me fall in love with 

gothic texts and I have been obsessed ever since. So 

much so my Literature dissertation was based on 

Dracula! Mr Vincent always believed in me even when 

I didn’t believe in myself and that relationship is what I 

hope to achieve with the students of DTW.  

“

”

I also just want to say a huge thank you for parents and students in year 8 for their 

dedication and resilience during their two week isolation. Some of the work produced was 

of a really high standard, so a huge thank you for all of your support.

It has been a pleasure to be welcomed so warmly to Dean Trust Wigan and I look forward 

to getting to know you even better as the weeks/years go by.

Google Classroom is a fantastic service, developed 

by Google for schools. 

The aim is to simplify creating, distributing and grading in a 

paperless way. 

Google Classroom will be used in circumstances such as 

home learning due to self isolation. 

To access the year group home learning pages, pupils 

should log on to Google Classrooms using their school 

username followed with @thedeantrustmoodle.org and their 

password. 

Please then use the following codes to “Join Class” when 

clicking the + sign in the top right hand corner of the screen.

Help and support for Google Classroom is available on the 

school website along with the Classroom Codes for 

individual year groups.

Google Classroom

https://classroom.google.com/h
https://classroom.google.com/h
http://www.deantrustwigan.co.uk/
https://classroom.google.com/h


In the Spotlight: 
Science Department

In the Spotlight will be a new feature in the newsletter and the 

Science Department have volunteered to share some fun facts about 

themselves and their favourite subject.

Meet the team:

Mr McNally – Assistant headteacher 

I once played in the London O2 arena with my band that was formed in 

school. I’ve played at Goodison Park wearing the blue strip of Everton. I once 

ruptured my spleen and had to lie flat on my back for 6 weeks during my 

recovery!

Mr Nolan – Head of Faculty

When I was 13 I was scouted for Southampton but lived too far away to join. 

I’ve broken my arm 5 times and had surgery on it so I’m part metal now. I’ve 

appeared on television when I was in year 7 and had beans poured over my 

head.

Miss Stemp – 2nd in Faculty

I have a slight obsession with all things Disney. I am a qualified gymnastic 

coach. Even though this is showing my age, I performed a dance routine with 

ex Blue Peter presenter Mark Curry.

Miss Pye – Head of Year 9

I’ve recently learned how to ride a motorbike after lockdown ended. I did a 

bungee jump and have also have worked in a summer camp in the USA 

when I was younger.

Miss Eastwood – Science technician

I have walked across Morecombe Bay for charity having to dodge quicksand 

and walking through the river Lune which was almost waist deep. I have been 

a science technician longer than Y11 Students have been alive. I once applied 

for a job working in Antarctica drilling and sampling Ice cores.

Miss Bhikha

I can’t watch horror movies as I find them too scary. I use find MyIphone as 

my own personal ringtone as I lose my phone at least 5 times a day. When I 

was at school I was the best at the high jump, which given my height I feel is a 

great achievement!

Mrs Rubbani

I have cracked my head open and had it glued back together. I have been to 

the top of the highest building in the world. You can see my pulse in two places 

on my hand.



In the Spotlight: 
Science Department

Welcome to out new teachers!

Mr Eastwood

I was born and grew up in Bury and have recently moved to the Wigan area. 

After completing a Sports Science degree at university, I travelled to Australia 

and have lived in the Middle East for the past 2 years. My favourite moments 

include skydiving over the Palm Islands in Dubai and eating lots of different 

foods from all around the world. 

Mr Potter

I grew up in St. Helens and stayed there until I moved to the far away 

wonderous land of Preston to get my degree in Chemistry. I like to go camping 

and hiking, mainly in Scotland. The first time I did this alone I managed to get 

myself lost up a mountain when the clouds came down and reduced my vision 

to around 25 meters ahead of me. An old lady up there for a stroll with her dog 

pointed me in the right direction after around 35 minutes of me waiting for the clouds to go. 

3 facts about me; I dyed my hand yellow for over a month in university because of the 

chemicals I was using, I’ve never broken a bone and I spent 20 minutes trying to think of a 

third fact.

Mrs Shipley

I am a trainee teacher in the Science department at DTW. I was brought up in 

Billinge and then lived in Orrell for many years and now live in Wigan. You could 

say I know the area well! I studied Biological Science at The University of 

Salford. I have worked for the past twenty years in industry (mostly in 

Microbiology and Toxicology), and have now opted for a change in career.

Miss Bauldry

I was born and grew up in Leeds and moved to Liverpool to study biomedical 

science. I spent 2 years after university living in Australia and backpacking 

around Asia and Central America. My favourite moments are scuba diving with 

whale sharks, turtles and dolphins as well as eating foods from all around the 

world. 



In the Spotlight: 

Science Department

What does a typical lesson look like?

Key Stage 3 (Years 7, 8 and 9)

Our KS3 curriculum is split into 2 different aspects. 

Every week in Year 7, 8 and 9 students will experience a 

skills lesson looking at the practical skills that are needed to 

succeed in applied science. This includes a specifically created 

curriculum that allows students to become secure and ultimately 

excel at practicals in science. The rest of the lessons are based 

around exploring everyday science and the concepts that surround us. We strive for 

students to realise that nearly everything can be explained by Science whilst allowing the 

students to make their own opinions and conclusions by using their newly developed skills. 

Our lessons are designed to allow students to become resilient, inquisitive and the best 

that they can be but most importantly we always ensure they are engaging and students 

feel happy, valued and respected.

Key Stage 4 (Years 10 and 11)

Even though our lessons for year 10 

and 11 are very content heavy and 

with a high priority on the GCSEs, we 

still aim to instil a mantra of curiosity 

and intrigue from the students. We 

challenge the students to question the 

concepts laid down before them and 

ask “but what about?” After years of 

developing a culture of resilience and 

passion our students have all the tools 

necessary to succeed. As well as subject 

specialists who are passionate about 

science we will always make sure that 

students are fully equipped for their exams. 

In the build up to exams we provide in 

house created revision cards, past exam 

papers, support with buying revision guides 

as well as after school targeted revision. 

“Most people say that it is the intellect 

which makes a great scientist. They 

are wrong: it is character.”

Albert Einstein



@DeanTrustWigan @DeanTrustWigan DeanTrustWigan
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Special Educational Needs 

and Disabilities

Useful SEND resources to support with 

literacy and numeracy:

www.2simple.com/purple-mash/

www.phonicsplay.co.uk

Ruth Miskin Training YouTube

Reading Wise

www.whiterosemaths.com/

Bedrock Learning

www.mathswithparents.com

To support cognition and learning:

The Send Cast

www.spaghettibrain.co.uk

Wellbeing:

Mind

www.healios.org.uk/services/thinkninja1

www.youngminds.org.uk

SEND: apps and games (Apps must be 

downloaded onto a compatible device)

Brain Parade:

www.brainparade.com/products/see-

touch-learn-free

HelpKidzLearn:

www.helpkidzlearn.com

Visuals2Go: www.visuals2go.com Keep up to date with all guidance relating to 

coronavirus on the HM Government website and 

NHS website.  

https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-

19/

Autumn Term Dates 2020 / 21

Autumn Term 

Thursday 3rd September 2020 

to Friday 23rd October 2020 

Monday 2nd November 2020 

to Friday 18th December 2020

https://www.youtube.com/c/deantrustwigan
https://twitter.com/DeanTrustWigan
http://www.instagram.com/deantrustwigan
http://www.2simple.com/purple-mash/
http://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCo7fbLgY2oA_cFCIg9GdxtQ?mc_cid=5b8869f543&mc_eid=6974981631
http://www.readingwise.com/coronavirus-support
http://www.whiterosemaths.com/
http://www.bedrocklearning.org/coronavirus-support/
http://www.mathswithparents.com/
http://www.thesendcast.com/sendcast-episodes/
http://www.spaghettibrain.co.uk/
http://www.mind.org.uk/information-support/tips-for-everyday-living/relaxation/relaxation-tips
http://www.healios.org.uk/services/thinkninja1
http://www.youngminds.org.uk/
http://www.brainparade.com/products/see-touch-learn-free
http://www.helpkidzlearn.com/
http://www.visuals2go.com/
https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/
https://www.wigan-leigh.ac.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus%20%20https:/www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/


Mental Health

Wigan NHS mental health crisis line – 01942 636395

NSPCC - https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/childrens-mental-health/

Mind Ed - https://www.minded.org.uk/

NHS Every Mind Matters - https://www.nhs.uk/oneyou/every-mind-matters/

Recommended apps to support mental health and physical well -being  

https://www.nhs.uk/oneyou/apps/

MENCAP Helpful advice and information for people with a learning disability and families

https://www.mencap.org.uk/advice-and-support/health/coronavirus-covid-19

Rise Above - https://riseabove.org.uk/

Government advice - https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-on-

supporting-children-and-young-peoples-mental-health-and-wellbeing/guidance-for-parents-and-

carers-on-supporting-children-and-young-peoples-mental-health-and-wellbeing-during-the-

coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak

Information for children about Covid-19

Children’s guide to coronavirus – Children’s commissioner 

https://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/publication/childrens-guide-to-coronavirus/

‘My hero is you’ a story book which can be downloaded free of charge. 

https://interagencystandingcommittee.org/iasc-reference-group-mental-health-and-

psychosocial-support-emergency-settings/my-hero-you

Internet safety

Internet Matters - https://www.internetmatters.org

NSPCC - https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/

Think U Know - https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/

If children need to speak to someone

Childline - https://www.childline.org.uk/ 08001111 (9am – midnight)

Shout - https://www.giveusashout.org Text ‘SHOUT’ to 85258 to be put in touch with a trained 

crisis volunteer

The Mix – https://www.themix.org.uk/ 0808 808 4994 Free information and support for Under 

25s

Physical well – being

Change 4 Life - https://www.nhs.uk/change4life NHS - https://www.nhs.uk/oneyou/for-your-

body/

Useful helplines and websites

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/childrens-mental-health/
https://www.minded.org.uk/
https://www.nhs.uk/oneyou/every-mind-matters/
https://www.nhs.uk/oneyou/apps/
https://www.mencap.org.uk/advice-and-support/health/coronavirus-covid-19
https://riseabove.org.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-on-supporting-children-and-young-peoples-mental-health-and-wellbeing/guidance-for-parents-and-carers-on-supporting-children-and-young-peoples-mental-health-and-wellbeing-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak
https://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/publication/childrens-guide-to-coronavirus/
https://interagencystandingcommittee.org/iasc-reference-group-mental-health-and-psychosocial-support-emergency-settings/my-hero-you
https://www.internetmatters.org/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/
https://www.childline.org.uk/
https://www.giveusashout.org/
https://www.themix.org.uk/
https://www.nhs.uk/change4life
https://www.nhs.uk/oneyou/for-your-body/
https://www.nhs.uk/oneyou/every-mind-matters/
https://interagencystandingcommittee.org/iasc-reference-group-mental-health-and-psychosocial-support-emergency-settings/my-hero-you
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/
https://www.childline.org.uk/
https://www.mencap.org.uk/advice-and-support/health/coronavirus-covid-19


COVID-19 (coronavirus) absence: 
A quick guide for parents / carers

8

What to do if… Action needed Back to school…

…my child 

has COVID-

19 

(coronavirus) 

symptoms*

• Child shouldn’t attend school

• Child should get a test

• Whole household self-isolates 

while waiting for test result

• Inform school immediately 

about test results

…when child’s test 

comes back negative 

and symptom free for 

48 hours 

…my child 

tests positive 

for COVID-19 

(coronavirus)

• Child shouldn’t attend school

• Child self-isolates for at least 

10 days from when 

symptoms* started (or from 

day of test if no symptoms)

• Inform school immediately 

about test results 

• Whole household self-isolates 

for 14 days from day when 

symptoms* started (or from 

day of test if no symptoms) -

even if someone tests 

negative during those 14 days

…when child feels 

better, and has been 

without a fever for at 

least 48 hours

They can return to school 

after 10 days even if they 

have a cough or loss of 

smell / taste. These 

symptoms can last for 

several weeks once the 

infection is gone.

…somebody 

in my 

household 

has COVID-

19 (coronavirus) 

symptoms*

• Child shouldn’t attend school

• Household member with 

symptoms should get a test

• Whole household self-isolates 

while waiting for test result

• Inform school immediately 

about test results

…when household 

member test is 

negative, and child 

does not have 

COVID-19 symptoms*

…somebody 

in my 

household 

has tested 

positive for COVID-19 

(coronavirus)

• Child shouldn’t attend school

• Whole household self-isolates 

for 14 days from day when 

symptoms* started (or from 

day of test if no symptoms) -

even if someone tests 

negative during those 14 days

…when child has 

completed 14 days of 

self-isolation, even if 

they test negative 

during the 14 days

* Symptoms include at least one of a high temperature; a new continuous cough; a loss of 

or change to your sense of smell or taste. See more at: 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/symptoms/ 



What to do if… Action needed Back to school…

…NHS Test 

and Trace 

has 

identified my 

child as a ‘close 

contact’ of somebody 

with symptoms* or 

confirmed COVID-19 

(coronavirus)

• Child shouldn’t attend school

• Child self-isolates for 14 days 

(as advised by NHS Test and 

Trace) – even if they test 

negative during those 14 days

• Rest of household does not 

need to self-isolate, unless 

they are a ‘close contact’ too

…when the child has 

completed 14 days of 

self-isolation, even if 

they test negative 

during those 14 days

…we / my 

child has 

travelled and 

has to self-

isolate as part of a 

period of quarantine

• Do not take unauthorised 

leave in term time

• Consider quarantine 

requirements and FCO advice 

when booking travel

• Provide information to school 

as per attendance policy

Returning from a destination 

where quarantine is needed:

• Child shouldn’t attend school

• Whole household self-isolates 

for 14 days – even if they test 

negative during those 14 days

…when the 

quarantine period of 

14 days has been 

completed for the 

child, even if they test 

negative during those 

14 days

…we have 

received 

advice from a 

medical / 

official source that 

my child must 

resume shielding

• Child shouldn’t attend school

• Contact school as advised by 

attendance officer / pastoral 

team

• Child should shield until you 

are informed that restrictions 

are lifted and shielding is 

paused again

…when school / other 

agencies inform you 

that restrictions have 

been lifted and your 

child can return to 

school again

….I am not 

sure who 

should get a 

test for 

COVID -19 

(coronavirus)

• Only people with symptoms* 

need to get a test

• People without symptoms are 

not advised to get a test, even 

if they are a ‘close contact’ of 

someone who tests positive

…when conditions 

above, as matching 

your situation, are 

met

For further information:

gmhscp.contacttracing@nhs.net 

gov.uk/backtoschool


