
Friday 9th October 2020 Week 6

Headteacher Message

Dear Parents/Carers, 

As always I truly appreciate your support during these challenging times.  

I am pleased to inform you that many of our staff have now returned 

or are due to return to work shortly. The re-opening plan is still very much on schedule 

with Year 7s returning last Monday, “Step Out” on Tuesday and our Year 9s today. I am 

delighted to confirm that Years 8, 10 and 11 will be able to return on Monday 12th 

October 2020. 

It is always our endeavour to minimise risk as much as possible and it has been a 

pleasure to work alongside Wigan Council this week who have been very supportive 

throughout.

The school will now operate a pupil ‘track and trace’ system which will hopefully 

alleviate large numbers of pupils being sent home to isolate due to a positive Covid-19 

case. All pupils will go through this process and procedure on their return. 

The use of digital devices during these times has been essential and it has been great 

to see the majority of pupils are now accessing education at home ‘online’.  

I would like to thank you for encouraging your child to do so.  

If you require any support or have any questions, please do not 

hesitate to contact us at DTWOffice@DeanTrustWigan.co.uk

As always, please keep safe.

http://www.deantrustwigan.co.uk/
mailto:DTWOffice@DeanTrustWigan.co.uk


Dean Trust Track and Trace

Following on from the school closure, the school is aiming to prevent an entire year group 

being sent home again. 

Therefore, we have been working on a ‘Dean Trust Track and Trace’ system that allows 

the school to track pupils who may have come into contact with anyone within the school 

community who has tested positive for Covid19. Through this approach we can identify 

individuals who have been within two metres for longer than 15 minutes and 1 metre for 

longer than a minute, therefore highlighting individuals who will need to self-isolate. 

To support this, pupils have also been asked to be more vigilant when it comes to social 

distancing with each other and especially with staff members. They must also ensure they 

are wearing their masks when required, washing their hands or sanitising regularly and 

staying in their allocated year group zones.

Competition Time: 
Calling all Writers

The Young Walter Scott Prize is the UK’s 

only creative writing prize dedicated to 

historical fiction. 

This annual story-writing competition is for 

young people aged between 11 and 19, and 

prizes include a £500 travel grant, an invitation to

one of the UK’s best book festivals and a copy of your own work in print… 

How exciting is that?!  

It is very important, especially in the current situation, that the school has your correct 

details such as phone numbers, email addresses and postal address. 

Please contact school with any updates.

01942 511987 

DTWOffice@deantrustwigan.co.uk

Are your contact details correct?

If you are interested please speak to Miss Wilks 

or email your questions 

swilks@deantrustwigan.co.uk

The closing date is 31st October 

so we need to act quickly!

mailto:DTWOffice@deantrustwigan.co.uk
mailto:sarahwilks@deantrustwigan.co.uk
https://www.walterscottprize.co.uk/young-walter-scott-prize/


Discover your next book

Living in lockdown and with restrictions on our freedoms has been something really 

challenging for us all to face, especially for our young people. I think we would all agree 

that they need some respite from the pressures of these uncertain times. One of the 

most powerful ways to escape is to immerse yourself in a good book. The benefits of 

reading for pleasure are immeasurable at the best of times, and now, at what seems like 

the worst of times for our generation, it is a way to find some calm and solace in the 

storm that coronavirus has brought.

Here at Dean Trust Wigan we have a wonderful library facility for pupils to make use of 

and to borrow books from as often as they choose. We would also like to take the 

opportunity to make recommendations from the English department for students to read 

for pleasure.     

KS4 recommendation from Mrs Oakes

The Five People You Meet In Heaven by Mitch Albom

The Five People You Meet In Heaven is a thought-provoking novel 

which follows the life, or more accurately the afterlife, of Eddie who 

works at a fairground. At 83, Eddie is lonely and dies tragically 

saving a young girl from a rollercoaster accident. I’ve not given 

away the ending of the novel, in this text, death is the start. This 

best-selling story takes an interesting look at what might happen to 

the soul after death. It focuses on exploring the impact Eddie has 

had on the lives of five other people who he meets on his journey 

after his death. The moving narrative explores how we are powerful 

and can have a massive influence on other people, from loved ones 

to strangers we may only have met once. I can highly recommend 

the novel, which was also turned into a successful film, for our 

students in KS4. We have some brand-new copies available for 

students and they are welcome to ask their English teacher if they 

are interested in borrowing one.

KS3 recommendation from Mrs Dawber Taylor 

Wolf Hollow by Lauren Wolk

Wolf Hollow is a fast and exciting book, set in rural America during 

World War 2. With strong themes of bullying and adolescence it is 

very relatable to the reader of today. The story follows Annabelle’s 

suffering at the hands of a cruel bully, Betty Glengarry, who then 

turns her attentions to tormenting a shell-shocked World War 1 

veteran. When Betty mysteriously disappears it is the reclusive 

veteran, Toby, who becomes the number one suspect and only 

Annabelle can see past his ragged exterior to fight for his 

innocence. Will Annabelle solve the mystery of Betty’s 

disappearance, or will poor Toby suffer the consequences?

“Reading gives us someplace to go when we have to stay where we are.”
Mason Cooley



Parents’ Guide: Helping your children know what’s next

The guide aims to provide parents / carers with the 

information they need to help their teenage children make 

the right choices to create successful futures after GCSE 

and sixth form. 

The online guides are designed to inform, involve and guide 

parental support. They include the most up to date 

information on topics such as apprenticeships, universities 

and revision techniques.

Year 11: Post 16 Google Classroom

All Year 11s can access the Year 11 Google Classroom area where they can find lots of 

Post 16 information including college virtual open days. The classroom code is: xro2dph

Click on the adverts for more information on specific college virtual open days.

In addition, colleges will be presenting 

virtually at Y11 assemblies on: 

Monday 19th October: Wigan and Leigh 

From 19th October: St John Rigby* 

*will be done in form not assembly

https://www.deantrustwigan.co.uk/the-parents-guide-to-helping-your-child-know-whats-next/
sthelens.ac.uk/virtualopenevent
https://www.wigan-leigh.ac.uk/
http://www.winstanley.ac.uk/open-evening-dates/
http://www.winstanley.ac.uk/
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Special Educational Needs 

and Disabilities

Useful SEND resources to support with 

literacy and numeracy:

www.2simple.com/purple-mash/

www.phonicsplay.co.uk

Ruth Miskin Training YouTube

Reading Wise

www.whiterosemaths.com/

Bedrock Learning

www.mathswithparents.com

To support cognition and learning:

The Send Cast

www.spaghettibrain.co.uk

Wellbeing:

Mind

www.healios.org.uk/services/thinkninja1

www.youngminds.org.uk

SEND: apps and games (Apps must be 

downloaded onto a compatible device)

Brain Parade:

www.brainparade.com/products/see-

touch-learn-free

HelpKidzLearn:

www.helpkidzlearn.com

Visuals2Go: www.visuals2go.com Keep up to date with all guidance relating to 

coronavirus on the HM Government website 

and NHS website.  

https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-

19/

Autumn Term Dates 2020 / 21

Autumn Term 

Thursday 3rd September 2020 

to Friday 23rd October 2020 

Monday 2nd November 2020 

to Friday 18th December 2020

https://www.youtube.com/c/deantrustwigan
https://twitter.com/DeanTrustWigan
http://www.instagram.com/deantrustwigan
http://www.2simple.com/purple-mash/
http://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCo7fbLgY2oA_cFCIg9GdxtQ?mc_cid=5b8869f543&mc_eid=6974981631
http://www.readingwise.com/coronavirus-support
http://www.whiterosemaths.com/
http://www.bedrocklearning.org/coronavirus-support/
http://www.mathswithparents.com/
http://www.thesendcast.com/sendcast-episodes/
http://www.spaghettibrain.co.uk/
http://www.mind.org.uk/information-support/tips-for-everyday-living/relaxation/relaxation-tips
http://www.healios.org.uk/services/thinkninja1
http://www.youngminds.org.uk/
http://www.brainparade.com/products/see-touch-learn-free
http://www.helpkidzlearn.com/
http://www.visuals2go.com/
https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/


Mental Health

Wigan NHS mental health crisis line – 01942 636395

NSPCC - https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/childrens-mental-health/

Mind Ed - https://www.minded.org.uk/

NHS Every Mind Matters - https://www.nhs.uk/oneyou/every-mind-matters/

Recommended apps to support mental health and physical well -being  

https://www.nhs.uk/oneyou/apps/

MENCAP Helpful advice and information for people with a learning disability and families

https://www.mencap.org.uk/advice-and-support/health/coronavirus-covid-19

Rise Above - https://riseabove.org.uk/

Government advice - https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-on-

supporting-children-and-young-peoples-mental-health-and-wellbeing/guidance-for-parents-and-

carers-on-supporting-children-and-young-peoples-mental-health-and-wellbeing-during-the-

coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak

Information for children about Covid-19

Children’s guide to coronavirus – Children’s commissioner 

https://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/publication/childrens-guide-to-coronavirus/

‘My hero is you’ a story book which can be downloaded free of charge. 

https://interagencystandingcommittee.org/iasc-reference-group-mental-health-and-

psychosocial-support-emergency-settings/my-hero-you

Internet safety

Internet Matters - https://www.internetmatters.org

NSPCC - https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/

Think U Know - https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/

If children need to speak to someone

Childline - https://www.childline.org.uk/ 08001111 (9am – midnight)

Shout - https://www.giveusashout.org Text ‘SHOUT’ to 85258 to be put in touch with a trained 

crisis volunteer

The Mix – https://www.themix.org.uk/ 0808 808 4994 Free information and support for Under 

25s

Physical well – being

Change 4 Life - https://www.nhs.uk/change4life NHS - https://www.nhs.uk/oneyou/for-your-

body/

Useful helplines and websites

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/childrens-mental-health/
https://www.minded.org.uk/
https://www.nhs.uk/oneyou/every-mind-matters/
https://www.nhs.uk/oneyou/apps/
https://www.mencap.org.uk/advice-and-support/health/coronavirus-covid-19
https://riseabove.org.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-on-supporting-children-and-young-peoples-mental-health-and-wellbeing/guidance-for-parents-and-carers-on-supporting-children-and-young-peoples-mental-health-and-wellbeing-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak
https://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/publication/childrens-guide-to-coronavirus/
https://interagencystandingcommittee.org/iasc-reference-group-mental-health-and-psychosocial-support-emergency-settings/my-hero-you
https://www.internetmatters.org/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/
https://www.childline.org.uk/
https://www.giveusashout.org/
https://www.themix.org.uk/
https://www.nhs.uk/change4life
https://www.nhs.uk/oneyou/for-your-body/
https://www.nhs.uk/oneyou/every-mind-matters/
https://interagencystandingcommittee.org/iasc-reference-group-mental-health-and-psychosocial-support-emergency-settings/my-hero-you
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/
https://www.childline.org.uk/
https://www.mencap.org.uk/advice-and-support/health/coronavirus-covid-19


COVID-19 (coronavirus) absence: 
A quick guide for parents / carers

7

What to do if… Action needed Back to school…

…my child 

has COVID-

19 

(coronavirus) 

symptoms*

• Child shouldn’t attend school

• Child should get a test

• Whole household self-isolates 

while waiting for test result

• Inform school immediately 

about test results

…when child’s test 

comes back negative 

and symptom free for 

48 hours 

…my child 

tests positive 

for COVID-19 

(coronavirus)

• Child shouldn’t attend school

• Child self-isolates for at least 

10 days from when 

symptoms* started (or from 

day of test if no symptoms)

• Inform school immediately 

about test results 

• Whole household self-isolates 

for 14 days from day when 

symptoms* started (or from 

day of test if no symptoms) -

even if someone tests 

negative during those 14 days

…when child feels 

better, and has been 

without a fever for at 

least 48 hours

They can return to school 

after 10 days even if they 

have a cough or loss of 

smell / taste. These 

symptoms can last for 

several weeks once the 

infection is gone.

…somebody 

in my 

household 

has COVID-

19 (coronavirus) 

symptoms*

• Child shouldn’t attend school

• Household member with 

symptoms should get a test

• Whole household self-isolates 

while waiting for test result

• Inform school immediately 

about test results

…when household 

member test is 

negative, and child 

does not have 

COVID-19 symptoms*

…somebody 

in my 

household 

has tested 

positive for COVID-19 

(coronavirus)

• Child shouldn’t attend school

• Whole household self-isolates 

for 14 days from day when 

symptoms* started (or from 

day of test if no symptoms) -

even if someone tests 

negative during those 14 days

…when child has 

completed 14 days of 

self-isolation, even if 

they test negative 

during the 14 days

* Symptoms include at least one of a high temperature; a new continuous cough; a loss of 

or change to your sense of smell or taste. See more at: 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/symptoms/ 



What to do if… Action needed Back to school…

…NHS Test 

and Trace 

has 

identified my 

child as a ‘close 

contact’ of somebody 

with symptoms* or 

confirmed COVID-19 

(coronavirus)

• Child shouldn’t attend school

• Child self-isolates for 14 days 

(as advised by NHS Test and 

Trace) – even if they test 

negative during those 14 days

• Rest of household does not 

need to self-isolate, unless 

they are a ‘close contact’ too

…when the child has 

completed 14 days of 

self-isolation, even if 

they test negative 

during those 14 days

…we / my 

child has 

travelled and 

has to self-

isolate as part of a 

period of quarantine

• Do not take unauthorised 

leave in term time

• Consider quarantine 

requirements and FCO advice 

when booking travel

• Provide information to school 

as per attendance policy

Returning from a destination 

where quarantine is needed:

• Child shouldn’t attend school

• Whole household self-isolates 

for 14 days – even if they test 

negative during those 14 days

…when the 

quarantine period of 

14 days has been 

completed for the 

child, even if they test 

negative during those 

14 days

…we have 

received 

advice from a 

medical / 

official source that 

my child must 

resume shielding

• Child shouldn’t attend school

• Contact school as advised by 

attendance officer / pastoral 

team

• Child should shield until you 

are informed that restrictions 

are lifted and shielding is 

paused again

…when school / other 

agencies inform you 

that restrictions have 

been lifted and your 

child can return to 

school again

….I am not 

sure who 

should get a 

test for 

COVID -19 

(coronavirus)

• Only people with symptoms* 

need to get a test

• People without symptoms are 

not advised to get a test, even 

if they are a ‘close contact’ of 

someone who tests positive

…when conditions 

above, as matching 

your situation, are 

met

For further information:

gmhscp.contacttracing@nhs.net 

gov.uk/backtoschool


