
Headteacher Message

Friday 16th October 2020 Week 7

Dear Parents/Carers,

This week we welcomed back Year 8, 9 and 10 to give us a full 

reopening of the school. It has been great to have all pupils back in 

the classrooms. Pupils have quickly returned back to their normal 

routines and are working well in lessons. 

You may have noticed a coloured badge on your child’s blazer lapel. 

The reason for this is because each year group has been given a colour 

to make them clearly identifiable when in the building to help with our 

zoning of the children. We have a system in place so that pupils can 

clearly follow the route for their year group. We have also provided 

additional seating in the outdoor communal areas.

We are really pleased to see how well pupils are responding to wearing 

face masks on entry into school and in our communal areas. Respectful 

towards others to keep everyone safe. Every morning our Heads of Year 

are working hard to get 800 pupils all set for the school day. We thank 

you for your support in making sure that your child has the correct 

uniform and equipment when you send them to school. 

To recognise the efforts of pupils we have launched two new 

initiatives which are recognition boards and praise phone calls. 

Teachers have created recognition boards for displaying the names of 

pupils who are working well. Each Friday teachers are identifying pupils 

for a positive phone call home, a great way for us to finish the week by 

celebrating the work of our pupils.

As always please do not hesitate to contact us at 

DTWOffice@DeanTrustWigan.co.uk if you need any support or have 

any queries.

mailto:DTWOffice@DeanTrustWigan.co.uk


Get the latest information online: 
Dean Trust Wigan Website

The Dean Trust Wigan website contains a wealth 

of information, advice and guidance for parents 

and carers.

From term dates to equipment lists, newsletters 

to school messages, you’ll find all you need to 

know about the latest updates on school. 

Your child should come to school on the day they have PE 

in their Dean Trust Wigan PE kit. Our PE kit includes:

Boys and girls compulsory PE kit

• Dean Trust Wigan school polo shirt with logo

• Black PE shorts with logo

• Plain black football socks

• Trainers

Boys only compulsory PE kit

• Dean Trust Wigan school rugby jersey with logo

• Football boots

Girls only compulsory PE kit

• Dean Trust Wigan long sleeve black top with logo

Boys and Girls optional  PE kit

• Plain black tracksuit bottoms/leggings

Due to the colder weather and all PE lessons being outside an 

extra plain black jumper is permitted on top of the rugby shirt or 

DTW long sleeve black top not in place of. The additional optional 

items must be plain black, any other items will not be permitted in 

school. If they do not have PE they must attend school in full uniform.

PE kit update

Wigan Parent Carer Forum: SEND Bulletin Autumn 2020

Wigan Parent Carer Forum’s SEND Bulletin 

Autumn 2020 is now available online with current 

information on health, education and support for 

families. You can also find the bulletin on the 
Wigan Local Offer website.

Maths Mastery Problem

The estimated population of Wigan is 320,000 (rounded to the nearest 10,000)

• What is the smallest the population can be?

• What is the largest the population can be?

• Can you justify your answer?

Check back next week for the answer.

https://clicktime.symantec.com/3LtHyGMQB83C765yWBVMxnQ6H2?u=https%3A%2F%2Fmailchi.mp%2Fe0d36f9574c3%2Fsummer-send-bulletin-wigan-5277506
http://www.wigan.gov.uk/SENDlocaloffer
https://clicktime.symantec.com/3LtHyGMQB83C765yWBVMxnQ6H2?u=https%3A%2F%2Fmailchi.mp%2Fe0d36f9574c3%2Fsummer-send-bulletin-wigan-5277506
https://www.deantrustwigan.co.uk/


In the Spotlight: 
Maths Department

In the Spotlight is a regular feature in the newsletter focusing 

on a particular department. This edition introduces the Maths Department 

and shares what a typical lesson is like.

Meet the team:

Miss Hogg – Head of Maths

I was born in Wigan and have always lived here apart from when I went to 

University in Durham. I love to travel and have sky dived over the Palm 

Islands in Dubai, been to Niagara Falls when they were partially frozen and 

been on safari in Kenya. I love listening to music, walking and visiting new 

places. 

Miss Speakman – Assistant Subject Leader

When I was at college part of my languages course entailed me living with a 

family in France for one week to become more fluent in speaking French. 

This also included attending French school! I really enjoy netball and love 

competing with my netball team in a regular league once a week! I was the 

first girl ever in my primary school to be chosen for the rugby team and I 

grew up on a farm!

Mrs Howard – Assistant Head Teacher KS3

I have sang on television. I have met the legend that is Alex Ferguson and 

I have photographic evidence. I come from Wigan and attended Abraham 

Guest Secondary School (the old name for Dean Trust Wigan).

Miss Sinclair – Early Careers Framework and Initial Teacher Training Lead

I have completed the National Three Peaks challenge in just over 24 hours. 

I’ve been in a helicopter over The Palm in Dubai and have also been to the 

top of the Burj Khalifa (tallest building in the world) and the Empire State 

Building in New York. I have been to Italy skiing and surprisingly could ski 

very well. I’ve seen several artists live in concert including Ed Sheeran. 

During my time at school and college, which seems a very long time ago, 

I received the highest grades in Maths and Art and was torn which to teach.

Mr Foster – Teacher of Maths

I am passionate about motorsport, especially Formula 1. I would love to 

attend a race one day! I have actually driven, highly recommend, and 

crashed, do not recommend, a single seater. One day I will drive a single 

seater again! I also love playing the guitar and I am hoping to see my 

favourite guitarist play live next year. Mathematics can be applied to both of 

these passions; the harmonic series and how it applies to a guitar string is 

particularly fascinating!



In the Spotlight: 
Maths Department

Miss Hymers – Teacher of Maths

I’m a bit of a thrill seeker. I’ve been on the longest and fastest ziplines 

in the world. I’ve also been to nearly 20 different theme parks! I love 

video games, computers and all things “techy”. I also love to travel and see 

new places and last year I visited 7 different countries in 10 days. 

Miss Bailey – HLTA Maths

When I was a child I played badminton, the violin and was a member of a 

dance school where I now still help out teaching. I played football for Wigan 

Athletic until I retired due to old age so now I just stick to watching it! When 

I was 20 I volunteered in an orphanage in Nepal for 5 weeks. Whilst in Nepal 

I went paragliding, went on a mountain flight to see the top of Mount Everest 

and jumped, at the time, the world’s highest canyon swing with a 100m freefall! 

Welcome to our new teachers!

Mr Cain – Teacher of Maths

I was born in Wigan. I have been a Wigan Athletic supporter for as long as 

I can remember – I was even there when they got promoted to the Premier 

League and won the FA Cup. I love travelling the world to visit new places and 

trying all sorts of new adventures. My favourite things to do outside of school 

are to cook, play football, go swimming and go mountain walking. 

Mr Williams

A few years ago I was a student at Abraham Guest, now known as Dean 

Trust Wigan, where I was taught by amazing teachers, some of who are 

still in the school today. Last year I spent 2 weeks in Australia where I 

watched NRL games, my team is Cronulla Sharks, skydived, bungee jumped 

(4 times) and snorkelled in the Great Barrier Reef. I am so competitive; I once 

faked an injury because I lost a 100m race in year 6.

Mr Lancaster 

I've lived in Orrell all my life. I used to play rugby league for Orrell St James 

but due to injuries I just play touch rugby. In my spare time I do a lot of 

cooking and baking, and every so often I go for a walk in the Lake District. 

Also I watch a lot of motor racing at the weekends when it’s on TV, especially 

Formula 1. A few years ago when I was playing rugby, I fractured both of my 

middle fingers within a few weeks of each other and now one is bigger than 

the other.



In the Spotlight: 
Maths Department

What does a typical lesson look like?

Key Stage 3 (Years 7, 8 and 9)

During maths lessons pupils are taught through mastery style questioning and questions 

which involve greater depth thinking. The Maths Department have made all their 

classrooms bright and vibrant learning environments. 

Pupils learn in topics but we have an emphasis on 

the pupils becoming fluent with their maths skills, 

for example being able to use angle facts when 

doing algebra, or being able to use fraction skills 

with area and ratio. At the end of each topic pupils 

complete a key piece and throughout the term the 

pupils revisit previous learning to support their 

recall skills. Our aim is for pupils to continue their 

love of learning maths and become outstanding 

mathematicians.

Key Stage 4 (Years 10 and 11)

Maths is assessed at GCSE in three 90 minute papers which are each marked out of 80. 

There is one non calculator paper and two calculator papers. 

The skills developed in fluency and greater 

depth thinking supports the pupils when 

accessing more difficult content in KS4 and then 

applying knowledge to GCSE questions. 

We do GCSE practice papers in school with 

model solutions posted on Google Classroom 

so pupils can always check on their learning. 

“Sometimes it is the people no one 

imagines anything of who do the things 

that no-one can imagine.”

Alan Turing
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Special Educational Needs 

and Disabilities

Useful SEND resources to support with 

literacy and numeracy:

www.2simple.com/purple-mash/

www.phonicsplay.co.uk

Ruth Miskin Training YouTube

Reading Wise

www.whiterosemaths.com/

Bedrock Learning

www.mathswithparents.com

To support cognition and learning:

The Send Cast

www.spaghettibrain.co.uk

Wellbeing:

Mind

www.healios.org.uk/services/thinkninja1

www.youngminds.org.uk

SEND: apps and games (Apps must be 

downloaded onto a compatible device)

Brain Parade:

www.brainparade.com/products/see-

touch-learn-free

HelpKidzLearn:

www.helpkidzlearn.com

Visuals2Go: www.visuals2go.com Keep up to date with all guidance relating to 

coronavirus on the HM Government website and 

NHS website.  

https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-

19/

Autumn Term Dates 2020 / 21

Autumn Term 

Thursday 3rd September 2020 

to Friday 23rd October 2020 

Monday 2nd November 2020 

to Friday 18th December 2020

https://www.youtube.com/c/deantrustwigan
https://twitter.com/DeanTrustWigan
http://www.instagram.com/deantrustwigan
http://www.2simple.com/purple-mash/
http://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCo7fbLgY2oA_cFCIg9GdxtQ?mc_cid=5b8869f543&mc_eid=6974981631
http://www.readingwise.com/coronavirus-support
http://www.whiterosemaths.com/
http://www.bedrocklearning.org/coronavirus-support/
http://www.mathswithparents.com/
http://www.thesendcast.com/sendcast-episodes/
http://www.spaghettibrain.co.uk/
http://www.mind.org.uk/information-support/tips-for-everyday-living/relaxation/relaxation-tips
http://www.healios.org.uk/services/thinkninja1
http://www.youngminds.org.uk/
http://www.brainparade.com/products/see-touch-learn-free
http://www.helpkidzlearn.com/
http://www.visuals2go.com/
https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/


Mental Health

Wigan NHS mental health crisis line – 01942 636395

NSPCC - https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/childrens-mental-health/

Mind Ed - https://www.minded.org.uk/

NHS Every Mind Matters - https://www.nhs.uk/oneyou/every-mind-matters/

Recommended apps to support mental health and physical well -being  

https://www.nhs.uk/oneyou/apps/

MENCAP Helpful advice and information for people with a learning disability and families

https://www.mencap.org.uk/advice-and-support/health/coronavirus-covid-19

Rise Above - https://riseabove.org.uk/

Government advice - https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-on-

supporting-children-and-young-peoples-mental-health-and-wellbeing/guidance-for-parents-and-

carers-on-supporting-children-and-young-peoples-mental-health-and-wellbeing-during-the-

coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak

Information for children about Covid-19

Children’s guide to coronavirus – Children’s commissioner 

https://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/publication/childrens-guide-to-coronavirus/

‘My hero is you’ a story book which can be downloaded free of charge. 

https://interagencystandingcommittee.org/iasc-reference-group-mental-health-and-

psychosocial-support-emergency-settings/my-hero-you

Internet safety

Internet Matters - https://www.internetmatters.org

NSPCC - https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/

Think U Know - https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/

If children need to speak to someone

Childline - https://www.childline.org.uk/ 08001111 (9am – midnight)

Shout - https://www.giveusashout.org Text ‘SHOUT’ to 85258 to be put in touch with a trained 

crisis volunteer

The Mix – https://www.themix.org.uk/ 0808 808 4994 Free information and support for Under 

25s

Physical well – being

Change 4 Life - https://www.nhs.uk/change4life NHS - https://www.nhs.uk/oneyou/for-your-

body/

Useful helplines and websites

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/childrens-mental-health/
https://www.minded.org.uk/
https://www.nhs.uk/oneyou/every-mind-matters/
https://www.nhs.uk/oneyou/apps/
https://www.mencap.org.uk/advice-and-support/health/coronavirus-covid-19
https://riseabove.org.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-on-supporting-children-and-young-peoples-mental-health-and-wellbeing/guidance-for-parents-and-carers-on-supporting-children-and-young-peoples-mental-health-and-wellbeing-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak
https://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/publication/childrens-guide-to-coronavirus/
https://interagencystandingcommittee.org/iasc-reference-group-mental-health-and-psychosocial-support-emergency-settings/my-hero-you
https://www.internetmatters.org/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/
https://www.childline.org.uk/
https://www.giveusashout.org/
https://www.themix.org.uk/
https://www.nhs.uk/change4life
https://www.nhs.uk/oneyou/for-your-body/
https://www.nhs.uk/oneyou/every-mind-matters/
https://interagencystandingcommittee.org/iasc-reference-group-mental-health-and-psychosocial-support-emergency-settings/my-hero-you
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/
https://www.childline.org.uk/
https://www.mencap.org.uk/advice-and-support/health/coronavirus-covid-19


COVID-19 (coronavirus) absence: 
A quick guide for parents / carers

8

What to do if… Action needed Back to school…

…my child 

has COVID-

19 

(coronavirus) 

symptoms*

• Child shouldn’t attend school

• Child should get a test

• Whole household self-isolates 

while waiting for test result

• Inform school immediately 

about test results

…when child’s test 

comes back negative 

and symptom free for 

48 hours 

…my child 

tests positive 

for COVID-19 

(coronavirus)

• Child shouldn’t attend school

• Child self-isolates for at least 

10 days from when 

symptoms* started (or from 

day of test if no symptoms)

• Inform school immediately 

about test results 

• Whole household self-isolates 

for 14 days from day when 

symptoms* started (or from 

day of test if no symptoms) -

even if someone tests 

negative during those 14 days

…when child feels 

better, and has been 

without a fever for at 

least 48 hours

They can return to school 

after 10 days even if they 

have a cough or loss of 

smell / taste. These 

symptoms can last for 

several weeks once the 

infection is gone.

…somebody 

in my 

household 

has COVID-

19 (coronavirus) 

symptoms*

• Child shouldn’t attend school

• Household member with 

symptoms should get a test

• Whole household self-isolates 

while waiting for test result

• Inform school immediately 

about test results

…when household 

member test is 

negative, and child 

does not have 

COVID-19 symptoms*

…somebody 

in my 

household 

has tested 

positive for COVID-19 

(coronavirus)

• Child shouldn’t attend school

• Whole household self-isolates 

for 14 days from day when 

symptoms* started (or from 

day of test if no symptoms) -

even if someone tests 

negative during those 14 days

…when child has 

completed 14 days of 

self-isolation, even if 

they test negative 

during the 14 days

* Symptoms include at least one of a high temperature; a new continuous cough; a loss of 

or change to your sense of smell or taste. See more at: 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/symptoms/ 



What to do if… Action needed Back to school…

…NHS Test 

and Trace 

has 

identified my 

child as a ‘close 

contact’ of somebody 

with symptoms* or 

confirmed COVID-19 

(coronavirus)

• Child shouldn’t attend school

• Child self-isolates for 14 days 

(as advised by NHS Test and 

Trace) – even if they test 

negative during those 14 days

• Rest of household does not 

need to self-isolate, unless 

they are a ‘close contact’ too

…when the child has 

completed 14 days of 

self-isolation, even if 

they test negative 

during those 14 days

…we / my 

child has 

travelled and 

has to self-

isolate as part of a 

period of quarantine

• Do not take unauthorised 

leave in term time

• Consider quarantine 

requirements and FCO advice 

when booking travel

• Provide information to school 

as per attendance policy

Returning from a destination 

where quarantine is needed:

• Child shouldn’t attend school

• Whole household self-isolates 

for 14 days – even if they test 

negative during those 14 days

…when the 

quarantine period of 

14 days has been 

completed for the 

child, even if they test 

negative during those 

14 days

…we have 

received 

advice from a 

medical / 

official source that 

my child must 

resume shielding

• Child shouldn’t attend school

• Contact school as advised by 

attendance officer / pastoral 

team

• Child should shield until you 

are informed that restrictions 

are lifted and shielding is 

paused again

…when school / other 

agencies inform you 

that restrictions have 

been lifted and your 

child can return to 

school again

….I am not 

sure who 

should get a 

test for 

COVID -19 

(coronavirus)

• Only people with symptoms* 

need to get a test

• People without symptoms are 

not advised to get a test, even 

if they are a ‘close contact’ of 

someone who tests positive

…when conditions 

above, as matching 

your situation, are 

met

For further information:

gmhscp.contacttracing@nhs.net 

gov.uk/backtoschool


