
Headteacher Message

Friday 23rd October 2020 Week 8

Dear Parents/Carers,

We have come to the end of first half term. Whilst it has not been the half 

term we had wished for with many challenges we are pleased that our 

pupils and DTW staff have been generally well during the coronavirus 

pandemic. Our pupils have responded well to blended learning and I 

would like to take this opportunity to thank the pupils for their positive 

attitude to learning through this unprecedented time. Also a big thank you to our staff for 

their incredible efforts and you, our parents/carers, for your continued support. Your support 

and understanding, as always, is very much appreciated.

Please find some information in the article below on having a safe Halloween and staying 

safe over the half term break. I do hope that you and your family are able to rest and 

recuperate during the holiday and that the pupils and staff return to school refreshed and 

recharged ready for the half term ahead.

Halloween Safety
• Children’s Halloween costumes and other seasonal or themed costumes are currently classified as 

toys. You should check they are CE marked to ensure they meet the required safety standards.

• All garments have a risk of being flammable, it’s important to keep them away from naked flames.

• Adults are also urged to make sure they are not using candles when children and young people 

are wearing these costumes, as tests have shown they can be engulfed in flames in as little as 

nine seconds.

Don't:
• wear fancy dress clothing on Bonfire Night while bonfires and fireworks are alight

• burn candles when young children are present

• use burning candles in the home when anyone is under the influence of alcohol

• leave burning candles unattended or leave them burning while asleep

• move a burning candle or tea light

Do:
• keep costumes away from naked flames to prevent you or young children from sustaining 

devastating burns

• use LED candles, which display the correct kite mark, as an alternative

• if you are going to burn candles, it is essential insulated holders are used, to reduce the likelihood 

of accident or injury

• be aware that drafts from open windows can knock over candles or bend the flame to ignite 

decorations, curtain or carpets

Halloween Safety



In the Spotlight: 
English Department

In the Spotlight is a regular feature in the newsletter focusing 

on a particular department. This edition introduces the English 

Department and shares what a typical lesson is like.

Meet the team:

Mrs Wilson

I am an Assistant Headteacher and I am the school’s SENDco and will work 

with your teachers to ensure that your lessons are planned to meet your 

individual learning needs. I love teaching English because you can make so 

much sense of the world through literature. No day is the same in teaching, 

it’s a great job! My favourite book is: ‘Beloved’ by Toni Morrison.

Mrs Oakes

I’m the Head of English here at Dean Trust Wigan. My very favourite thing 

about teaching English is building the confidence of my pupils and helping 

them realise their potential. I love spending every day sharing my passion 

with pupils. My favourite book, although it was tough to pick just one, is 

The Handmaids Tale by Margaret Atwood. It explores a society in the near 

future, but everything has changed. The story follows the struggles and 

bravery of one woman as she fights for survival, driven by the desire to be reunited with 

her daughter. I found it deeply moving and it made me reflect on lots of the freedoms we 

often take for granted. 

Mrs Fox

I’m the Assistant Head of English at DTW and I enjoy teaching English 

because it’s special; it sparks imagination and gives pupils a voice. 

Reading can transport you to another time and place. You can explore and 

escape into other worlds or learn about things you may never get the chance 

to experience. I love showing pupils that words are powerful things; they’re 

the things that influence people and that instigate change in the world. I have 

many favourite books, but the one that had the biggest influence on me as a child was 

The Northern Lights by Philip Pullman. I loved that the main character was a strong 

female who had flaws, she wasn’t perfect but she was intelligent and heroic. 

Miss Wilks

I love teaching because I enjoy sharing my passion and knowledge of 

English with pupils and seeing pupils engaging and working hard on 

lessons I have planned. My favourite book is Jane Eyre by Charlotte Brontë. 

This book was recommended to me by my English teacher and it is a book 

that got me back into reading. We see such strength and determination 

through one character, who hadn’t had the easiest start in life, become a 

confident and strong woman. It is amazing. Come and speak to me and I will 

tell you more about it. I can’t wait to meet you!



In the Spotlight: 
English Department

Miss Davis 

I like teaching because it creates opportunities for pupils to become 

whatever they want to be in the future. I became a teacher to ensure all 

pupils learn new skills, enjoy English and can reach their personal goals 

for the next step in their life. I have always loved to lose myself in a book for 

hours and be transported all over the world through stories. In particular, my 

favourite book is Noughts and Crosses by Malorie Blackman because it 

challenges the norms of everyday society. As the story progresses, the relationship 

between Sephy and Callum becomes more forbidden and dangerous and I was left 

wanting to change the laws of the world and people’s views on race and class to allow 

them to be happy.

Mrs Dawber Taylor

I love teaching because every day brings something new and it is so 

interesting to hear how differently each pupil looks at something that I 

might have seen a hundred times, but never thought of it the way they have.

My favourite book is The Secret Garden by Frances Hodgson Burnett. I first 

read it when I was 11 and I still read it often now (re-reading your favourite 

book is like a warm hug!). It’s a wonderful mystery story set in a Yorkshire manor house 

and will make you want to go out and find your own ‘bit of earth’ to plant flowers!

Miss Mather

I love being a teacher here at DTW. Not only do I love sharing my knowledge 

with the pupils, they also teach me something new every day! Not 

only that, there's nothing more rewarding than seeing the smiles on a pupil’s 

face when they master something new. Or the sea of listening faces when we 

get the chance to read something new. My favourite book of all time has to be

'The Girl on The Train' by Paula Hawkins. It is full of twists and turns and really makes you 

think. I was hooked from page one! 

Miss Yousaf

My favourite book has always been Matilda by Roald Dahl as it was the first 

book I read and completed by myself. I was inspired by Miss Honey and I 

wanted to meet her in person and become just like her. There is no Miss 

Trunchbull in my classroom! I am now living my passion which makes me 

very proud. 

Miss Hewitt

I am an ex-pupil of Dean Trust Wigan (was Abraham Guest High School). 

I have taught myself how to crochet over lockdown and have now made a 

whole menagerie of animal toys so far. My favourite book is The House With 

Chicken Legs by Sophie Anderson; it is a touching story and rings very 

close to home.
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What does a typical lesson look like?

Key Stage 3 (Years 7, 8 and 9)

Our curriculum at Key Stage Three is designed to build on the skills pupils gain in primary 

school and to develop them, accelerating their ability to analyse, explore and to be 

creative in their writing. We strive to challenge pupils through the range of texts they 

study and we are proud that this was recognised by OFSTED in their most recent report. 

We are passionate about our subject and want our pupils to find real joy in literature as 

well as building the essential 

skills they will need, not only through their 

exams, but for their lives after secondary 

education. We encourage debate and want 

to stimulate a desire to explore English 

beyond what we can teach in the classroom. 

Pupils are encouraged to make use of the 

Learning Resource Centre to study and to 

borrow books to support their learning or to 

read for pleasure. Pupils also have the 

opportunity to take part in writing competitions, join in extracurricular activities, and we 

love to celebrate events such as World Book Day. 

Key Stage 4 (Years 10 and 11)

Pupils will achieve two GCSEs in English, one in Language and one in Literature, at the 

end of their study at Dean Trust Wigan and we are confident that they will start their 

GCSE course in a secure place after building 

their skills through KS3. The demands of the 1-9 

Language and Literature GCSE are tough, but 

we work hard to build the skills, knowledge and 

resilience of our pupils, supporting them to 

achieve their targets. The KS4 teachers are not 

only passionate subject specialists, but are also 

all examiners and we do this to ensure that we 

can provide the best and most up-to-date 

guidance for our pupils. The English 

Department are committed to the success of 

every pupil and we create a wide range of resources to support pupils in their revision as 

well as offering bespoke afterschool revision sessions. Outside the classroom we 

welcome in professional actors who perform key GCSE texts to pupils in the Arts 

Theatre. Pupils have also benefitted from revision sessions delivered by authors to 

support their creative writing. We are really proud of the quality of teaching we offer 

pupils and are driven to help each individual reach their potential.

“A writer’s life and work are not a gift to mankind; 

they are its necessity.” Toni Morrison 



Halloween Dodgeball

This week we celebrated the end of the half term with Halloween dodgeball interhall 

competitions after school! 

Thank you to everyone who took part.

The competition was a huge success with 84 young people joining in as well as the 

teachers! There was music, fancy dress, face paints and lots of treats to enjoy at the 

events. 

Everyone who attended earned a point for their hall and those in face paint and fancy 

dress earned 5 points, a great way to celebrate the half term. 

It is very important, especially in the current situation, that the school has your correct 

details such as phone numbers, email addresses and postal address. 

Please contact school with any updates.

01942 511987 

DTWOffice@deantrustwigan.co.uk

Are your contact details correct?

mailto:DTWOffice@deantrustwigan.co.uk


Staying safe on Bonfire Night

Maths Mastery Problem

Last week’s answer: 

Smallest = 315,000 Largest = 324,999

Remember, remember the 5th November… 

There isn’t long to go until Bonfire Night. 

If you’re planning on having a 

fireworks party, be safe, not sorry, and 

keep it free from accidents by following 

the fireworks code.

The Fireworks Code

• Fireworks should not be sold to any person under the age of 18

• Ideally attend an organised display

• Buy fireworks marked BS 7114

• Keep fireworks in a closed metal box

• Follow the instructions on each firework

• Light them at arm's length using a taper

• Stand well back

• Never go back to a lit firework

• Never put fireworks in your pocket

• Keep a bucket of water nearby if you are setting off fireworks in your garden

• Never throw fireworks

• Keep pets indoors

• Alcohol and fireworks do not mix and may lead to injury

Other safety tips

• Buy fireworks from a reputable retailer

• Always supervise children around fireworks

• Light sparklers one at a time and wear gloves

• Never give sparklers to a child under 5

• Keep pets indoors

• Prepare for the party in advance and in daylight. On the night, you will need a torch, a 

bucket of water, eye protection and gloves, a bucket of soft earth to put fireworks in and 

suitable supports and launchers if you're setting off Catherine wheels or rockets

• Leave the lighting of fireworks to responsible adults only

Don't Break the Law!

• It's illegal to let fireworks off between 11pm and 7am, except on Bonfire Night 

(midnight), Diwali, New Year, and Chinese New Year (1am)

• It's illegal for anyone under the age of 18 to possess fireworks in a public place

The total seating capacity of the DW stadium is 2.51 × 104

In the East stand there are 8.2 × 103 seats. In the West stand there are 6,100 seats. 

The North and South stand have the same number 

of seats. How many seats are in the South? 

https://manchesterfire.gov.uk/staying-safe/what-we-do/seasonal-safety/firework-safety-advice/
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Special Educational Needs 

and Disabilities

Useful SEND resources to support with 

literacy and numeracy:

www.2simple.com/purple-mash/

www.phonicsplay.co.uk

Ruth Miskin Training YouTube

Reading Wise

www.whiterosemaths.com/

Bedrock Learning

www.mathswithparents.com

To support cognition and learning:

The Send Cast

www.spaghettibrain.co.uk

Wellbeing:

Mind

www.healios.org.uk/services/thinkninja1

www.youngminds.org.uk

SEND: apps and games (Apps must be 

downloaded onto a compatible device)

Brain Parade:

www.brainparade.com/products/see-

touch-learn-free

HelpKidzLearn:

www.helpkidzlearn.com

Visuals2Go: www.visuals2go.com Keep up to date with all guidance relating to 

coronavirus on the HM Government website and 

NHS website.  

https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-

19/

Autumn Term Dates 2020 / 21

Autumn Term 

Thursday 3rd September 2020 

to Friday 23rd October 2020 

Monday 2nd November 2020 

to Friday 18th December 2020

https://www.youtube.com/c/deantrustwigan
https://twitter.com/DeanTrustWigan
http://www.instagram.com/deantrustwigan
http://www.2simple.com/purple-mash/
http://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCo7fbLgY2oA_cFCIg9GdxtQ?mc_cid=5b8869f543&mc_eid=6974981631
http://www.readingwise.com/coronavirus-support
http://www.whiterosemaths.com/
http://www.bedrocklearning.org/coronavirus-support/
http://www.mathswithparents.com/
http://www.thesendcast.com/sendcast-episodes/
http://www.spaghettibrain.co.uk/
http://www.mind.org.uk/information-support/tips-for-everyday-living/relaxation/relaxation-tips
http://www.healios.org.uk/services/thinkninja1
http://www.youngminds.org.uk/
http://www.brainparade.com/products/see-touch-learn-free
http://www.helpkidzlearn.com/
http://www.visuals2go.com/
https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/


Mental Health

Wigan NHS mental health crisis line – 01942 636395

NSPCC - https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/childrens-mental-health/

Mind Ed - https://www.minded.org.uk/

NHS Every Mind Matters - https://www.nhs.uk/oneyou/every-mind-matters/

Recommended apps to support mental health and physical well -being  

https://www.nhs.uk/oneyou/apps/

MENCAP Helpful advice and information for people with a learning disability and families

https://www.mencap.org.uk/advice-and-support/health/coronavirus-covid-19

Rise Above - https://riseabove.org.uk/

Government advice - https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-on-

supporting-children-and-young-peoples-mental-health-and-wellbeing/guidance-for-parents-and-

carers-on-supporting-children-and-young-peoples-mental-health-and-wellbeing-during-the-

coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak

Information for children about Covid-19

Children’s guide to coronavirus – Children’s commissioner 

https://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/publication/childrens-guide-to-coronavirus/

‘My hero is you’ a story book which can be downloaded free of charge. 

https://interagencystandingcommittee.org/iasc-reference-group-mental-health-and-

psychosocial-support-emergency-settings/my-hero-you

Internet safety

Internet Matters - https://www.internetmatters.org

NSPCC - https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/

Think U Know - https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/

If children need to speak to someone

Childline - https://www.childline.org.uk/ 08001111 (9am – midnight)

Shout - https://www.giveusashout.org Text ‘SHOUT’ to 85258 to be put in touch with a trained 

crisis volunteer

The Mix – https://www.themix.org.uk/ 0808 808 4994 Free information and support for Under 

25s

Physical well – being

Change 4 Life - https://www.nhs.uk/change4life NHS - https://www.nhs.uk/oneyou/for-your-

body/

Useful helplines and websites

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/childrens-mental-health/
https://www.minded.org.uk/
https://www.nhs.uk/oneyou/every-mind-matters/
https://www.nhs.uk/oneyou/apps/
https://www.mencap.org.uk/advice-and-support/health/coronavirus-covid-19
https://riseabove.org.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-on-supporting-children-and-young-peoples-mental-health-and-wellbeing/guidance-for-parents-and-carers-on-supporting-children-and-young-peoples-mental-health-and-wellbeing-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak
https://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/publication/childrens-guide-to-coronavirus/
https://interagencystandingcommittee.org/iasc-reference-group-mental-health-and-psychosocial-support-emergency-settings/my-hero-you
https://www.internetmatters.org/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/
https://www.childline.org.uk/
https://www.giveusashout.org/
https://www.themix.org.uk/
https://www.nhs.uk/change4life
https://www.nhs.uk/oneyou/for-your-body/
https://www.nhs.uk/oneyou/every-mind-matters/
https://interagencystandingcommittee.org/iasc-reference-group-mental-health-and-psychosocial-support-emergency-settings/my-hero-you
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/
https://www.childline.org.uk/
https://www.mencap.org.uk/advice-and-support/health/coronavirus-covid-19


COVID-19 (coronavirus) absence: 
A quick guide for parents / carers
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What to do if… Action needed Back to school…

…my child 

has COVID-

19 

(coronavirus) 

symptoms*

• Child shouldn’t attend school

• Child should get a test

• Whole household self-isolates 

while waiting for test result

• Inform school immediately 

about test results

…when child’s test 

comes back negative 

and symptom free for 

48 hours 

…my child 

tests positive 

for COVID-19 

(coronavirus)

• Child shouldn’t attend school

• Child self-isolates for at least 

10 days from when 

symptoms* started (or from 

day of test if no symptoms)

• Inform school immediately 

about test results 

• Whole household self-isolates 

for 14 days from day when 

symptoms* started (or from 

day of test if no symptoms) -

even if someone tests 

negative during those 14 days

…when child feels 

better, and has been 

without a fever for at 

least 48 hours

They can return to school 

after 10 days even if they 

have a cough or loss of 

smell / taste. These 

symptoms can last for 

several weeks once the 

infection is gone.

…somebody 

in my 

household 

has COVID-

19 (coronavirus) 

symptoms*

• Child shouldn’t attend school

• Household member with 

symptoms should get a test

• Whole household self-isolates 

while waiting for test result

• Inform school immediately 

about test results

…when household 

member test is 

negative, and child 

does not have 

COVID-19 symptoms*

…somebody 

in my 

household 

has tested 

positive for COVID-19 

(coronavirus)

• Child shouldn’t attend school

• Whole household self-isolates 

for 14 days from day when 

symptoms* started (or from 

day of test if no symptoms) -

even if someone tests 

negative during those 14 days

…when child has 

completed 14 days of 

self-isolation, even if 

they test negative 

during the 14 days

* Symptoms include at least one of a high temperature; a new continuous cough; a loss of 

or change to your sense of smell or taste. See more at: 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/symptoms/ 



What to do if… Action needed Back to school…

…NHS Test 

and Trace 

has 

identified my 

child as a ‘close 

contact’ of somebody 

with symptoms* or 

confirmed COVID-19 

(coronavirus)

• Child shouldn’t attend school

• Child self-isolates for 14 days 

(as advised by NHS Test and 

Trace) – even if they test 

negative during those 14 days

• Rest of household does not 

need to self-isolate, unless 

they are a ‘close contact’ too

…when the child has 

completed 14 days of 

self-isolation, even if 

they test negative 

during those 14 days

…we / my 

child has 

travelled and 

has to self-

isolate as part of a 

period of quarantine

• Do not take unauthorised 

leave in term time

• Consider quarantine 

requirements and FCO advice 

when booking travel

• Provide information to school 

as per attendance policy

Returning from a destination 

where quarantine is needed:

• Child shouldn’t attend school

• Whole household self-isolates 

for 14 days – even if they test 

negative during those 14 days

…when the 

quarantine period of 

14 days has been 

completed for the 

child, even if they test 

negative during those 

14 days

…we have 

received 

advice from a 

medical / 

official source that 

my child must 

resume shielding

• Child shouldn’t attend school

• Contact school as advised by 

attendance officer / pastoral 

team

• Child should shield until you 

are informed that restrictions 

are lifted and shielding is 

paused again

…when school / other 

agencies inform you 

that restrictions have 

been lifted and your 

child can return to 

school again

….I am not 

sure who 

should get a 

test for 

COVID -19 

(coronavirus)

• Only people with symptoms* 

need to get a test

• People without symptoms are 

not advised to get a test, even 

if they are a ‘close contact’ of 

someone who tests positive

…when conditions 

above, as matching 

your situation, are 

met

For further information:

gmhscp.contacttracing@nhs.net 

gov.uk/backtoschool


