
Headteacher Message

Friday 20th November 2020 Week 11

Dear Parents / Carers

This week was anti-bullying week and we have been raising awareness 

with our pupils of the impact of bullying, the importance of respecting 

each other and the use of discriminatory language. 

The week also included Odd Socks Day on Wednesday and it was 

great to see pupils celebrating and recognising that each and everyone of us is unique.

We are entering a period of colder weather and our pupils are displaying great resilience. 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank you for your continued support in ensuring 

that our pupils are punctual to school, smart, dressed in full uniform, not wearing any 

additional clothing within the school buildings and ready to learn with a suitable school 

bag and all stationery, calculator, school books and planner.

Stay safe and have a good weekend.

Be In To Win

Attendance is important to ensure that your child has the best 

chance of success at school. Learning is sequential and builds on 

prior knowledge. If your child is absent they miss out on that 

knowledge and often struggle to ‘catch up’. 

Pupils who achieve 100% attendance from now until Christmas will 

receive a selection box. They will also be entered into a prize draw 

for a bigger, mystery prize. 4 weeks to go! 

Year 8 parents’ evening will take place virtually on 3rd December 2020. Due to the current 

restrictions and to ensure the safety of pupils, parents / carers and staff, school will be 

using a new software that will enable parents’ evenings to go ahead virtually. Further 

parents’ evenings will be scheduled for other year groups after Christmas. Dependant on 

the restrictions at the time, these may also be done virtually. More information will be 

shared in the next few weeks.

Year 8 Virtual Parents’ Evening – 3rd December 2020



Anti-bullying Week

This week at Dean Trust Wigan, all

pupils have marked UK Anti-Bullying 

Week with a series of assemblies and 

Personal Development Curriculum 

sessions to raise awareness of the issues 

and impact of bullying. The week was 

also marked with Odd Socks Day to 

celebrate the way in which we are all 

unique!

The theme for Anti-Bullying Week 2020 is: 

United Against Bullying and it is has been an opportunity to bring our school community 

together and unite against all forms of bullying.

Anti-Bullying Alliance 2020 Statement

“This year, more than ever, we’ve witnessed the positive power that 

society can have when we come together to tackle a common 

challenge. 

Anti-Bullying Week is no different. Bullying has a long lasting effect 

on those who experience and witness it. But by channelling our 

collective power, through shared efforts and shared ambitions, we 

can reduce bullying together. From parents and carers, to teachers 

and politicians, to children and young people, we all have a part to 

play in coming together to make a difference. 

We’re all a piece in the puzzle, and together, we’re united against 

bullying.”

Show My Homework

We are excited to be launching Show My Homework, part of the 

Satchel One platform. Show My Homework is an online tool to help 

you keep track of your child’s homework. It will allow you to see full 

details of the tasks your child has been set, all their upcoming 

deadlines and any submission statuses or grades recorded by 

their teacher. 

We have chosen to introduce this system to improve our parental communication and 

to give you greater visibility into the homework we set. We also hope it will improve your 

child’s organisation, time-management and ability to keep on top of their workload. A 

letter with more details including how parents can log in themselves so that they can 

track their child’s homework submissions will be sent out.

https://www.showmyhomework.co.uk/login
https://www.anti-bullyingalliance.org.uk/anti-bullying-week/odd-socks-day


Google Classroom is a fantastic service, developed by Google for 

schools. The aim is to simplify creating, distributing and grading in a 

paperless way. Google Classroom will be used in circumstances 

such as home learning due to self isolation. 

To access the year group home learning pages, pupils should log on to Google 

Classroom using their school username followed with @thedeantrustmoodle.org and 

their password. Please use the codes on the school website to “Join Class” when 

clicking the + sign in the top right hand corner of the screen.

Help and support for Google Classroom is available on the school website along with 

the Classroom Codes for individual year groups.

Google Classroom

Manchester United Foundation: School Quiz

Dean Trust Wigan took part in the first Manchester United Foundation HUB school quiz 

which saw 14 other schools participate. 

9 pupils from our Year 9 group were selected by form tutors to get involved and 

compete in the Kahoot Quiz. 7 categories made up of maths, English, geography, PE, 

music, media studies and nature were included with 

10 questions on each category. 

Our pupils finished a very respectable 6th place on 

the Kahoot quiz and finished in 1st place for the 

picture round. With the scores added together, 

Dean Trust Wigan finished 2nd out of 15. The 

quizzes will be continuing for the other year groups 

in the school where they too will be competing 

against the other Manchester United Foundation 

schools. 

Last week’s answer: 

40 mint balls

Galloways are making an XXXL sharing pie. The foil pie dish weighs 700g alone. 

When half filled with pie the dish weighs 3.2kg. 

A) Work out the mass of the dish when it is fully filled with pie? 

B) Galloways decide to increase the weight of the 

foil pie dish by 10% (for added strength). Assuming 

none of the other information changes, how does 

the weight calculated in part a change? 

Maths Mastery Problem

https://classroom.google.com/h
https://www.deantrustwigan.co.uk/parents-pupils/information-advice-guidance/home-learning-support/
https://classroom.google.com/h
http://www.deantrustwigan.co.uk/
https://classroom.google.com/h


In the Spotlight: 
PE Department

In the Spotlight is a regular feature in the newsletter focusing 

on a particular department. This edition introduces the PE 

Department and shares what a typical lesson is like.

Meet the team:

Miss Leitch – Faculty Leader for Performance

I have been a PE teacher for 17 years and I love it. It is the best subject 

ever! This is my 10th year working at Dean Trust Wigan. The best thing 

about teaching PE is being able to help all the lovely young people 

develop their skills, their knowledge and grow in confidence in lots of 

different activities. My favourite activity to teach is rugby. It is also my 

favourite sport to play. I love playing rugby and in my playing career I 

worked hard and have been lucky to have played for Lancashire and 

Ulster. I have wanted to be a PE teacher forever. I really enjoy working 

with the young people at DTW, encouraging them to be active and helping them to work 

hard, to be the best they can be. Outside of work I love spending time outdoors. I run, 

cycle and love being on walks with my little dog Roxy. I have a passion for skiing; there 

is just nothing like flying down the side of a mountain on skis. The best adrenaline 

experience I have had was jumping out of plane at 17,000 feet! It was amazing. Things 

that push you out of your comfort zone are so rewarding and are really worth all the 

panic and effort in the end.

Mr Herron

Hi, my name is Mr Herron and I have been a PE teacher at DTW (and the 

former Abraham Guest) since 1996. There is a chance that I taught a 

number of our current pupils’ mums and dads! I have always said that I 

will retire the day I am asked “Did you teach my Grandad?” My favourite 

sports are Rugby Union and Squash – although I love most sports. I 

retired from playing rugby a long time ago having played in the National 

Leagues for Manchester RUFC. I was even lucky enough to go on a rugby 

tour to Singapore, Australia and New Zealand – where we faced a rather fearsome 

Haka. But perhaps my proudest sporting achievement to date was representing Scotland 

at Squash in the Home Internationals, and being ranked No.1 in the country for my age 

… even if it was only for two weeks! I love teaching PE at DTW – it is great seeing the 

pupils engaging in a variety of sports and improving their health and well-being. Today’s 

young adults have a lot of pressure on them and sport is a great way of forgetting any 

troubles they may have and simply enjoy themselves. At home, I like to stay active and 

healthy by playing sports, spending time with my family and walking in the countryside, 

especially the Lake District. I am a huge fan of the TV show ‘Friends’ and my favourite 

film is ‘The Shawshank Redemption’.



In the Spotlight: 
PE Department

Mr Smith

I work for the Manchester United Foundation and have done for 8 years 

now. Although I work for the foundation I am based at Dean Trust Wigan 5 

days a week delivering a number of different programmes to the pupils . 

This is my second year at the school. I am a qualified football coach and 

spend a lot of my time away from school coaching different football teams as 

well as playing for a local Sunday league side back home. One of the 

benefits of coaching, especially with Manchester United and the soccer 

schools, is I have been given the opportunity to visit many great countries, most recently 

Kuwait which was amazing and a month in Japan which was truly fantastic. A thing that 

most people don’t realise is although I am heavily linked with football, my favourite sport is 

actually ice hockey and I am a Cardiff Devils fan. One of my biggest sporting 

achievements was running a 24-hour football match, raising over £1600 for charity. It was 

a difficult 24-hours but hugely rewarding when it came to an end. When I get a spare 

minute at home I like to go out for a run or a long walk with the family and take in the 

surroundings of the countryside.

Mrs Robinson

I have been based at Dean Trust Wigan since 2012 where I am the School 

Games Organiser for Wigan. I co-ordinate lots of sporting activities and 

competitions for young people to take part in across the borough. I was very 

proud when I was awarded the National School Games Organiser of the 

year award in 2018. I really enjoy being based at Dean Trust Wigan because 

the PE team are fantastic and the sporting facilities are amazing! I work with 

the PE team supporting extra curricular activities, interhall events and the 

sports leaders programme. Outside of school I love watching my favourite football team 

Wigan Athletic! I am a volunteer trustee on the board of Wigan Athletic Community Trust 

and a non-executive director at Lancashire Cricket Foundation. I am extremely passionate 

about sport and love watching, participating and developing opportunities so that more 

people get the chance to experience it too! I love to travel and take every opportunity to 

get overseas, I lived in America for 8 years from 2000 – 2008 where both my sons were 

born. I love to exercise, ski and socialise with friends. 

Mr Lowthion

I’m currently at DTW on placement in my PGCE year. I started in 

September and I’ve really enjoyed my time here so far! My favourite sport 

to play is rugby, the real man’s version though, union! However, I do prefer 

watching league and have been a season ticket holder at St Helens (much 

better than Wigan) since I was a boy. My proudest sporting moment was 

playing “A” league games for Sale Sharks when I was 18. Outside of school 

I like to spend time keeping fit in the gym, wild camping, Jujitsu and riding 

my motorbike. Another one of the things I like to do is travel; I spent a year 

travelling and living in Australia. 
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Mr Brown

Sports and fitness have always been in my blood from a young age. 

At primary school I played all sports and loved the freedom and energy 

that it gave me. As I got older, I gravitated towards football and rugby 

union before focusing on rugby union as I moved to college and then 

university. On leaving university I signed to play semi-professional rugby 

union for Exeter Chiefs whilst also starting my teaching career. I played 

over 160 league games for Exeter Chiefs and also represented the 

Barbarians. The values and discipline that sport have taught me have positively affected 

my whole life and I am very proud to now be teaching PE at DTW. DTW facilities are 

second to none and I urge all pupils to be actively involved wherever they can.

Mr Floweth

I have a huge passion for playing competitive sport and I am also 

interested in health and well-being. I have taught PE for 15 years. 

Teaching PE was always my ambition growing up and to work with the 

friendly staff and pupils at DTW with our amazing sports facilities is just 

fantastic. My biggest sporting achievements are winning the BUSA 

University Football Cup with Edge Hill University and also playing for 

Blackpool Academy until I was 16 years old. The activities that I enjoy most at school are 

football, rugby, table-tennis and badminton. If you would ever like to challenge me, then 

bring it on! 

Miss Lewis

I have been a PE teacher at DTW since 2018. My best sporting 

achievement is representing Cheshire and the North West in various 

events and I have been county champion in several events such as the 

hurdles, long jump and triple jump. My claim to fame is beating the 

Heptathlete World Champion Katerina Johnson-Thompson in the hurdles 

when we were 16! Outside of work I enjoy spending time with my family, 

going on bike rides, swimming and going to the gym. At work I enjoy teaching athletics, 

rounders, trampolining, netball and football. The best thing about teaching PE at DTW is 

working with such amazing pupils, staff and having such amazing facilities! I wanted to 

become a PE teacher as it is my passion to promote a lifelong enjoyment in sport for 

children and young people. 
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“Sport has the power to change the world. It has the 

power to inspire. It has the power to unite people in a 

way that little else does. It speaks to youth in a 

language they understand. Sport can create hope 

where once there was only despair.”

Nelson Mandela

What does a typical lesson look like?

In PE our vision is to have active learners who love to create, perform, play and 

compete to the best of their ability. They try their best and work well with others, 

showing good teamwork and communication whilst being respectful to others. They 

develop a healthy active lifestyle for life-long participation to ensure physically, socially 

and mentally healthy young people.

Key Stage 3

In year 7, 8 and 9 the lessons for all pupils will 

focus on improving their key skills and key 

knowledge. They will develop their physical, social 

and emotional well-being through an engaging 

range of sports and physical activities. 

The development of our pupils’ physical literacy 

is key. We also have a personal development 

theme running through the key stage. Pupils 

are assessed on the skills and knowledge, 

personal development and engagement with the subject, with the aim of becoming 

happy, healthy and successful people who value the importance of an active lifestyle 

through PE.

Key Stage 4

In years 10 and 11 pupils will continue to develop their confidence, motivation, physical 

competence, knowledge and understanding to value and take responsibility for 

engagement in physical activities for life. This is done by ensuring lessons are both fun, 

engaging and purposeful. Pupils who choose PE as an option study a vocational 

qualification - Cambridge National Sports Studies / Sports Science. They will be 

assessed on leadership, practical sports performance, knowledge of contemporary 

issues in sport, developing their skills in outdoor activities, nutrition, training principles 

and how exercise affects the body. This is all achieved by teaching theoretical content 

through and alongside practical PE.



@DeanTrustWigan @DeanTrustWigan DeanTrustWigan
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Special Educational Needs 

and Disabilities

Useful SEND resources to support with 

literacy and numeracy:

www.2simple.com/purple-mash/

www.phonicsplay.co.uk

Ruth Miskin Training YouTube

Reading Wise

www.whiterosemaths.com/

Bedrock Learning

www.mathswithparents.com

To support cognition and learning:

The Send Cast

www.spaghettibrain.co.uk

Wellbeing:

Mind

www.healios.org.uk/services/thinkninja1

www.youngminds.org.uk

SEND: apps and games (Apps must be 

downloaded onto a compatible device)

Brain Parade:

www.brainparade.com/products/see-

touch-learn-free

HelpKidzLearn:

www.helpkidzlearn.com

Visuals2Go: www.visuals2go.com

Autumn Term Dates 2020 / 21

Autumn Term 

Monday 2nd November 2020 

to Friday 18th December 2020

Spring Term 

Wednesday 6th January 2021 

to Friday 12th February 2021

Monday 22nd February 2021 

to Wednesday 31st March 2021

Keep up to date with all guidance relating to 

coronavirus on the HM Government website and 

NHS website.  

https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-

19/

https://www.youtube.com/c/deantrustwigan
https://twitter.com/DeanTrustWigan
http://www.instagram.com/deantrustwigan
http://www.2simple.com/purple-mash/
http://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCo7fbLgY2oA_cFCIg9GdxtQ?mc_cid=5b8869f543&mc_eid=6974981631
http://www.readingwise.com/coronavirus-support
http://www.whiterosemaths.com/
http://www.bedrocklearning.org/coronavirus-support/
http://www.mathswithparents.com/
http://www.thesendcast.com/sendcast-episodes/
http://www.spaghettibrain.co.uk/
http://www.mind.org.uk/information-support/tips-for-everyday-living/relaxation/relaxation-tips
http://www.healios.org.uk/services/thinkninja1
http://www.youngminds.org.uk/
http://www.brainparade.com/products/see-touch-learn-free
http://www.helpkidzlearn.com/
http://www.visuals2go.com/
https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus%20%20https:/www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/
https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/


Mental Health

Wigan NHS mental health crisis line – 01942 636395

NSPCC - https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/childrens-mental-health/

Mind Ed - https://www.minded.org.uk/

NHS Every Mind Matters - https://www.nhs.uk/oneyou/every-mind-matters/

Recommended apps to support mental health and physical well -being  

https://www.nhs.uk/oneyou/apps/

MENCAP Helpful advice and information for people with a learning disability and families

https://www.mencap.org.uk/advice-and-support/health/coronavirus-covid-19

Rise Above - https://riseabove.org.uk/

Government advice - https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-on-

supporting-children-and-young-peoples-mental-health-and-wellbeing/guidance-for-parents-and-

carers-on-supporting-children-and-young-peoples-mental-health-and-wellbeing-during-the-

coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak

Information for children about Covid-19

Children’s guide to coronavirus – Children’s commissioner 

https://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/publication/childrens-guide-to-coronavirus/

‘My hero is you’ a story book which can be downloaded free of charge. 

https://interagencystandingcommittee.org/iasc-reference-group-mental-health-and-

psychosocial-support-emergency-settings/my-hero-you

Internet safety

Internet Matters - https://www.internetmatters.org

NSPCC - https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/

Think U Know - https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/

If children need to speak to someone

Childline - https://www.childline.org.uk/ 08001111 (9am – midnight)

Shout - https://www.giveusashout.org Text ‘SHOUT’ to 85258 to be put in touch with a trained 

crisis volunteer

The Mix – https://www.themix.org.uk/ 0808 808 4994 Free information and support for Under 

25s

Physical well – being

Change 4 Life - https://www.nhs.uk/change4life NHS - https://www.nhs.uk/oneyou/for-your-

body/

Useful helplines and websites

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/childrens-mental-health/
https://www.minded.org.uk/
https://www.nhs.uk/oneyou/every-mind-matters/
https://www.nhs.uk/oneyou/apps/
https://www.mencap.org.uk/advice-and-support/health/coronavirus-covid-19
https://riseabove.org.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-on-supporting-children-and-young-peoples-mental-health-and-wellbeing/guidance-for-parents-and-carers-on-supporting-children-and-young-peoples-mental-health-and-wellbeing-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak
https://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/publication/childrens-guide-to-coronavirus/
https://interagencystandingcommittee.org/iasc-reference-group-mental-health-and-psychosocial-support-emergency-settings/my-hero-you
https://www.internetmatters.org/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/
https://www.childline.org.uk/
https://www.giveusashout.org/
https://www.themix.org.uk/
https://www.nhs.uk/change4life
https://www.nhs.uk/oneyou/for-your-body/
https://www.nhs.uk/oneyou/every-mind-matters/
https://interagencystandingcommittee.org/iasc-reference-group-mental-health-and-psychosocial-support-emergency-settings/my-hero-you
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/
https://www.childline.org.uk/
https://www.mencap.org.uk/advice-and-support/health/coronavirus-covid-19


COVID-19 (coronavirus) absence: 
A quick guide for parents / carers

10

What to do if… Action needed Back to school…

…my child 

has COVID-

19 

(coronavirus) 

symptoms*

• Child shouldn’t attend school

• Child should get a test

• Whole household self-isolates 

while waiting for test result

• Inform school immediately 

about test results

…when child’s test 

comes back negative 

and symptom free for 

48 hours 

…my child 

tests positive 

for COVID-19 

(coronavirus)

• Child shouldn’t attend school

• Child self-isolates for at least 

10 days from when 

symptoms* started (or from 

day of test if no symptoms)

• Inform school immediately 

about test results 

• Whole household self-isolates 

for 14 days from day when 

symptoms* started (or from 

day of test if no symptoms) -

even if someone tests 

negative during those 14 days

…when child feels 

better, and has been 

without a fever for at 

least 48 hours

They can return to school 

after 10 days even if they 

have a cough or loss of 

smell / taste. These 

symptoms can last for 

several weeks once the 

infection is gone.

…somebody 

in my 

household 

has COVID-

19 (coronavirus) 

symptoms*

• Child shouldn’t attend school

• Household member with 

symptoms should get a test

• Whole household self-isolates 

while waiting for test result

• Inform school immediately 

about test results

…when household 

member test is 

negative, and child 

does not have 

COVID-19 symptoms*

…somebody 

in my 

household 

has tested 

positive for COVID-19 

(coronavirus)

• Child shouldn’t attend school

• Whole household self-isolates 

for 14 days from day when 

symptoms* started (or from 

day of test if no symptoms) -

even if someone tests 

negative during those 14 days

…when child has 

completed 14 days of 

self-isolation, even if 

they test negative 

during the 14 days

* Symptoms include at least one of a high temperature; a new continuous cough; a loss of 

or change to your sense of smell or taste. See more at: 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/symptoms/ 



What to do if… Action needed Back to school…

…NHS Test 

and Trace 

has 

identified my 

child as a ‘close 

contact’ of somebody 

with symptoms* or 

confirmed COVID-19 

(coronavirus)

• Child shouldn’t attend school

• Child self-isolates for 14 days 

(as advised by NHS Test and 

Trace) – even if they test 

negative during those 14 days

• Rest of household does not 

need to self-isolate, unless 

they are a ‘close contact’ too

…when the child has 

completed 14 days of 

self-isolation, even if 

they test negative 

during those 14 days

…we / my 

child has 

travelled and 

has to self-

isolate as part of a 

period of quarantine

• Do not take unauthorised 

leave in term time

• Consider quarantine 

requirements and FCO advice 

when booking travel

• Provide information to school 

as per attendance policy

Returning from a destination 

where quarantine is needed:

• Child shouldn’t attend school

• Whole household self-isolates 

for 14 days – even if they test 

negative during those 14 days

…when the 

quarantine period of 

14 days has been 

completed for the 

child, even if they test 

negative during those 

14 days

…we have 

received 

advice from a 

medical / 

official source that 

my child must 

resume shielding

• Child shouldn’t attend school

• Contact school as advised by 

attendance officer / pastoral 

team

• Child should shield until you 

are informed that restrictions 

are lifted and shielding is 

paused again

…when school / other 

agencies inform you 

that restrictions have 

been lifted and your 

child can return to 

school again

….I am not 

sure who 

should get a 

test for 

COVID -19 

(coronavirus)

• Only people with symptoms* 

need to get a test

• People without symptoms are 

not advised to get a test, even 

if they are a ‘close contact’ of 

someone who tests positive

…when conditions 

above, as matching 

your situation, are 

met

For further information:

gmhscp.contacttracing@nhs.net 

gov.uk/backtoschool


