
Headteacher Message

Friday 27th November 2020 Week 12

Dear Parents / Carers.

Christmas is fast approaching and we are entering the last few weeks 

of term. During these weeks, our PDC curriculum will focus on drug 

and alcohol awareness, human rights and of course, Christmas 

Jumper Day for Save the Children.

Our PDC curriculum is important so that pupils learn to respect each other as 

individuals and have an understanding of a wide range of social and cultural 

topics that prepare them for life in modern Britain. As part of our Key Stage 3 

form time programme, pupils and teachers are reading three books which 

explore these topics further. In Year 7, the book being read is ‘Wonder’ by 

R.J Palacio which explores themes of acceptance, isolation, discrimination and 

friendship. In Year 8, teachers are exploring ‘Noughts and Crosses’ by Malorie 

Blackman which addresses racism, drinking, relationships, consent and 

terrorism. ‘Noah Can't Even’ by Simon James Green is the book being 

discussed in Year 9 which is written from the perspective of a teenage boy 

struggling with his sexuality and homophobia, drinking, isolation and use of 

language. You can help with our PDC curriculum by encouraging your child to 

discuss these themes and ask questions during their literacy time with their 

form tutors.

Year 8 Parents’ Evening will be conducted virtually next week. If you haven’t already 

done so, please make your booking using the information provided in the letter that was 

sent out earlier this week.

As always, stay safe and have a good weekend.

Year 8 parents’ evening will take place virtually on 3rd December 2020. Due to the 

current restrictions and to ensure the safety of pupils, parents / carers and staff, school 

will be using a new software that will enable parents’ evenings to go ahead virtually. 

Letters have been sent home to parents / carers with log in details and instructions on 

how to book appointments.

Year 8 Virtual Parents’ Evening – 3rd December 2020

https://deantrustwigan.schoolcloud.co.uk/
https://deantrustwigan.schoolcloud.co.uk/
https://www.deantrustwigan.co.uk/parents-pupils/information-advice-guidance/letters-home/


Career Of  The Week: Doctor

Annual salary: 

£60,455 - £91,229 per year.

Qualifications needed:

Seven GCSEs, including sciences, with 5 subjects at 

grades 9 to 7 and English and Maths at least grade 6.

Three A levels at grade A in Chemistry and either Biology, 

Physics or Maths, plus another academic subject.

How long at college / university: 5 years

Degree type: Medicine

Road Safety Week 2020: Cycle Safety

Road Safety Week runs annually across the country 

during November. As a large number of our pupils 

travel to school on bicycles, the following information 

may prove useful for parents / carers to remind their 

child how to cycle safely. 

• Ride decisively and keep clear of the kerb.

• Look and signal to show drivers what you plan to 

do, make eye contact where possible.

• Avoid riding up the inside of vehicles, as you might 

not be seen. If a vehicle is indicating to the left hang 

back at the junction to reduce the risk of a collision.

• Always use lights after dark or when visibility is 

poor. Wear high-visibility and reflective clothing and 

accessories at all times.

• Wear a correctly fitted cycle helmet that is securely 

fastened and conforms to current regulations.

• Make use of dedicated cycling paths and routes.

Be In To Win

Attendance is important to ensure that your child has the best 

chance of success at school. Learning is sequential and builds on 

prior knowledge. If your child is absent they miss out on that 

knowledge and often struggle to ‘catch up’. 

Pupils who achieve 100% attendance from now until Christmas will 

receive a selection box. They will also be entered into a prize draw 

for a bigger, mystery prize. 3 weeks to go! 

https://www.think.gov.uk/cycle-safety/


#ThankYouThursday

To celebrate some of the fantastic work the staff at 

Dean Trust Wigan are launching a new initiative 

called #ThankYouThursday. 

This allows pupils to thank staff for something 

that they may have done that day, that week or 

even further in the past. Pupils complete a thank 

you card outlining the reason they have chosen 

that member of staff. The card is then left for the 

member of staff along with a packet of Haribo 

as a thank you. 

This new initiative has been running for 2 weeks and has seen 10 members of staff 

receive a card for their hard work and dedication to teaching. 

Last week’s answer: 

a) 5.7 kg 

b) The weight actually decreases, it becomes 5.63 kg

Pupils are playing soft ball on the field. 

Mr Herron outlines the field as shown on the right (blue triangle).

What percentage of the field is being used 

for the game of soft ball? 

Maths Mastery Problem

Post 16 Courses

Year 11 are beginning the process of applying to Post 16 courses. 

They have already been given a wide range of information about possible 

colleges and the courses they offer through virtual assemblies. During their PDC form 

time, Year 11 will be looking at how to write CVs and personal statements, how to 

prepare for interviews and how to identify the key skills and qualities both Post 16 

providers and their future employers would like to see. All Year 11 will also be given 1:1 

careers guidance interviews and in December they will be taking part in workshops to 

help them with the application process. Dean Trust Wigan will also be holding their first 

Virtual Careers Fair that pupils and parents can access and gives information about a 

wide range of Post 16/18 providers and employers. 

At Dean Trust Wigan our aim is that every 

pupil leaves the school well prepared for 

the next stage in their career. Pupils should 

be well informed when making subject and 

career decisions. We want pupils to be 

inspired and motivated to fulfil their potential.

https://www.deantrustwigan.co.uk/parents-pupils/information-advice-guidance/careers/


In the Spotlight: 
Technology: Food and Design

In the Spotlight is a regular feature in the newsletter focusing 

on a particular department. This edition introduces two parts that 

make up the Technology Department: Food and Design.

Meet the team:

Mrs Phillips – Subject Leader of Technology

I am now in my fourth year of teaching at DTW; my 30th year in teaching. 

Over the years I have always taught within technology, mostly food and 

textiles, but also some graphics. I have had numerous other roles 

including 12 years as an Assistant / Deputy Head teacher as well as 

co-ordinating work-related learning and PSHE. I have always been 

creative, even from a young age. My mum used to send me to primary 

school with boxes and plastic bottles, there was no recycling back then. 

Much to her horror they usually returned as a sculpture of some description along with 

everyone else’s cereal boxes! At secondary school Home Economics was always my 

favourite lesson when I wasn’t playing hockey. From school I went on to study Hotel and 

Catering Management at Portsmouth University before eventually deciding on a career 

as a teacher and completing my PGCE at Liverpool John Moores University. In my spare 

time I enjoy making cakes for friends and family, walking in the Lake District and more 

recently completing lots of somewhat challenging home renovations. My ambition in life 

is to appear on The Great British Bake Off. Three fun facts you might not know about me 

are I once starred in a careers video alongside Peter Kay, I once played hockey at The 

Real Club de Polo in Barcelona and was once interviewed for Come Dine with Me. 

Mr Jimmison – Design Technology Teacher

I've been at DTW for just under 2 years. I studied Mechanical 

Engineering at Bolton University. Designing, building and crafting have 

always been something that I have enjoyed; encouraged by my grandad 

from a very young age! He allowed me into his shed and with access to 

nails and a hammer I made aeroplanes from scrap wood! I built and 

raced RC cars at an older age. I love the outdoors and take part in 

mountain biking, camping, skiing and snowboarding. In fact I helped set 

up the ski snowboarding club at university and organised the first 

European trip ever for Bolton University. I’m big on challenging myself. 

I moved away from Yorkshire to better myself and have gone from strength to strength. 

Teaching design technology has everything to keep me happy; crafting, creativity and 

challenge. I like to inspire people to be creative and strive for the bigger and better as my 

grandad inspired me as a child. Modern technology, which includes laser cutters, sticker 

machines/plotters and 3D printers, means that pupils can now make products so much 

more quickly and realistically, rather than 3 pieces of wood nailed together. If pupils are 

willing I’ll help them design and make great products.



In the Spotlight: 
Technology: Food and Design

What does a typical lesson look like?

In a typical technology lesson, pupils are able to build up their 

creativity, problem solving, planning, and evaluation skills. Since many 

projects are done via group work, pupils also gain communication and teamwork skills. 

Not to mention a great work-out of their creativity bone!

Key Stage 3

Technology lessons include a variety of creative and practical activities all aimed at 

giving pupils the knowledge, understanding and skills needed to engage in the designing 

and making process.

In Design Technology lessons there are 4 key 

elements; designing, making, evaluating and technical 

knowledge. The projects that the pupils complete are:

Year 7 – The wooden puzzle project

A project that introduces pupils to the workshop 

and allows pupils to make use of a variety of 

machines in the workshop with a big focus on 

routines and health and safety.

Year 8 – The wind chime project

Pupils are introduced to different materials such as 

acrylic, aluminium and other materials suitable for the 

Outdoors. They also get an introduction to casting! 

Pupils’ design skills are developed as they design the 

main feature of the windchime.

Year 9 – The concrete lamp project 

Pupils are introduced to electronics and soldering. They construct a lamp which has a 

concrete base, the base is cast in lessons, cutting out other components using 

traditional methods and making use of the laser cutter. The circuit is assembled. The 

focus for this project is independent working where pupils follow an instruction booklet.

Food and Nutrition 

During lessons pupils are taught to cook and also to understand the principles of good 

nutrition and healthy eating. They’re expected to learn to cook a repertoire of dishes, 

becoming competent in a range of cooking techniques such as selecting and preparing 

ingredients, using utensils correctly and to understand the source, seasonality and 

characteristics of a wide range of ingredients.  

“Cakes are healthy too, you just eat a small slice.”  

Mary Berry 



In the Spotlight: 
Technology: Food and Design

“Design is not just what it looks like and 

feels like. Design is how it works.”  

Steve Jobs

Key Stage 4

At Key Stage 4, pupils can go on to study AQA GCSE Design 

Technology, WJEC Level 1/2 Construction and the Built Environment 

and WJEC Level1/2 Hospitality and Catering. 

Design Technology 

During Year 10 pupils complete theory in the material 

areas of paper/board, timber, metal, plastic, textiles and 

systems and control. They complete various design and 

make tasks in these material areas. Pupils will also study 

technical skills, manufacturing techniques and industrial 

processes related to each individual material area.

Construction and the Built Environment

This is the newest course that we have on offer and is 

designed to support pupils in developing an awareness 

of construction. It mainly supports learners who want to 

learn about the construction industry from the build 

perspective. It provides pupils with a broad introduction 

to the different trades involved in the sector and the 

types of career opportunities available. This is a hands 

on practical course but it does still have some written 

assessment.

Hospitality and Catering

This course is designed to develop knowledge 

and understanding of the hospitality and 

catering industry, how institutions operate and 

what has to be taken into account for them to 

be successful. There is the opportunity to learn 

about issues relating to nutrition and safety as 

well as developing a range of practical, food 

preparation skills. Transferable skills include 

problem solving, organisation, time 

management planning and communication. 



@DeanTrustWigan @DeanTrustWigan DeanTrustWigan
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Special Educational Needs 

and Disabilities

Useful SEND resources to support with 

literacy and numeracy:

www.2simple.com/purple-mash/

www.phonicsplay.co.uk

Ruth Miskin Training YouTube

Reading Wise

www.whiterosemaths.com/

Bedrock Learning

www.mathswithparents.com

To support cognition and learning:

The Send Cast

www.spaghettibrain.co.uk

Wellbeing:

Mind

www.healios.org.uk/services/thinkninja1

www.youngminds.org.uk

SEND: apps and games (Apps must be 

downloaded onto a compatible device)

Brain Parade:

www.brainparade.com/products/see-

touch-learn-free

HelpKidzLearn:

www.helpkidzlearn.com

Visuals2Go: www.visuals2go.com

West Lancashire College 

Virtual Open Event

Thursday 3 December 

5pm - 8pm

At the event you will be able to:

• Attend a warm welcome from the Principal 

Denise Williamson

• Attend course presentations and a Q&A with 

our tutors and current students

• Attend an apprenticeship presentation with 

our Business Advisers

• Attend presentations with our Learner 

Experience Teams to find out more about 

transport, student support, fees and finance, 

wellbeing, student bursaries, careers and 

additional learning support 

• View a virtual tour of the college

• View detailed online information about each 

subject

• Have a live chat with our Careers Advisers

• Attend a live Q&A with Admissions Team

• Apply online to join us!

It is very easy to register for the event, simply 

click the link below and we will send you the 

details for the evening. Register to attend 

If you have already attended an event, you are 

very welcome to join again if you require any 

additional information or support with your 

application.

https://www.youtube.com/c/deantrustwigan
https://twitter.com/DeanTrustWigan
http://www.instagram.com/deantrustwigan
http://www.2simple.com/purple-mash/
http://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCo7fbLgY2oA_cFCIg9GdxtQ?mc_cid=5b8869f543&mc_eid=6974981631
http://www.readingwise.com/coronavirus-support
http://www.whiterosemaths.com/
http://www.bedrocklearning.org/coronavirus-support/
http://www.mathswithparents.com/
http://www.thesendcast.com/sendcast-episodes/
http://www.spaghettibrain.co.uk/
http://www.mind.org.uk/information-support/tips-for-everyday-living/relaxation/relaxation-tips
http://www.healios.org.uk/services/thinkninja1
http://www.youngminds.org.uk/
http://www.brainparade.com/products/see-touch-learn-free
http://www.helpkidzlearn.com/
http://www.visuals2go.com/
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/west-lancashire-college-open-events-autumn-2020-tickets-121220564973
https://classroom.google.com/c/MTY2ODY1ODYwNTg4?cjc=elzzcpp


Mental Health

Wigan NHS mental health crisis line – 01942 636395

NSPCC - https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/childrens-mental-health/

Mind Ed - https://www.minded.org.uk/

NHS Every Mind Matters - https://www.nhs.uk/oneyou/every-mind-matters/

Recommended apps to support mental health and physical well -being  

https://www.nhs.uk/oneyou/apps/

MENCAP Helpful advice and information for people with a learning disability and families

https://www.mencap.org.uk/advice-and-support/health/coronavirus-covid-19

Rise Above - https://riseabove.org.uk/

Government advice - https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-on-

supporting-children-and-young-peoples-mental-health-and-wellbeing/guidance-for-parents-and-

carers-on-supporting-children-and-young-peoples-mental-health-and-wellbeing-during-the-

coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak

Information for children about Covid-19

Children’s guide to coronavirus – Children’s commissioner 

https://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/publication/childrens-guide-to-coronavirus/

‘My hero is you’ a story book which can be downloaded free of charge. 

https://interagencystandingcommittee.org/iasc-reference-group-mental-health-and-

psychosocial-support-emergency-settings/my-hero-you

Internet safety

Internet Matters - https://www.internetmatters.org

NSPCC - https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/

Think U Know - https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/

If children need to speak to someone

Childline - https://www.childline.org.uk/ 08001111 (9am – midnight)

Shout - https://www.giveusashout.org Text ‘SHOUT’ to 85258 to be put in touch with a trained 

crisis volunteer

The Mix – https://www.themix.org.uk/ 0808 808 4994 Free information and support for Under 

25s

Physical well – being

Change 4 Life - https://www.nhs.uk/change4life NHS - https://www.nhs.uk/oneyou/for-your-

body/

Useful helplines and websites

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/childrens-mental-health/
https://www.minded.org.uk/
https://www.nhs.uk/oneyou/every-mind-matters/
https://www.nhs.uk/oneyou/apps/
https://www.mencap.org.uk/advice-and-support/health/coronavirus-covid-19
https://riseabove.org.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-on-supporting-children-and-young-peoples-mental-health-and-wellbeing/guidance-for-parents-and-carers-on-supporting-children-and-young-peoples-mental-health-and-wellbeing-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak
https://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/publication/childrens-guide-to-coronavirus/
https://interagencystandingcommittee.org/iasc-reference-group-mental-health-and-psychosocial-support-emergency-settings/my-hero-you
https://www.internetmatters.org/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/
https://www.childline.org.uk/
https://www.giveusashout.org/
https://www.themix.org.uk/
https://www.nhs.uk/change4life
https://www.nhs.uk/oneyou/for-your-body/
https://www.nhs.uk/oneyou/every-mind-matters/
https://interagencystandingcommittee.org/iasc-reference-group-mental-health-and-psychosocial-support-emergency-settings/my-hero-you
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/
https://www.childline.org.uk/
https://www.mencap.org.uk/advice-and-support/health/coronavirus-covid-19


COVID-19 (coronavirus) absence: 
A quick guide for parents / carers

9

What to do if… Action needed Back to school…

…my child 

has COVID-

19 

(coronavirus) 

symptoms*

• Child shouldn’t attend school

• Child should get a test

• Whole household self-isolates 

while waiting for test result

• Inform school immediately 

about test results

…when child’s test 

comes back negative 

and symptom free for 

48 hours 

…my child 

tests positive 

for COVID-19 

(coronavirus)

• Child shouldn’t attend school

• Child self-isolates for at least 

10 days from when 

symptoms* started (or from 

day of test if no symptoms)

• Inform school immediately 

about test results 

• Whole household self-isolates 

for 14 days from day when 

symptoms* started (or from 

day of test if no symptoms) -

even if someone tests 

negative during those 14 days

…when child feels 

better, and has been 

without a fever for at 

least 48 hours

They can return to school 

after 10 days even if they 

have a cough or loss of 

smell / taste. These 

symptoms can last for 

several weeks once the 

infection is gone.

…somebody 

in my 

household 

has COVID-

19 (coronavirus) 

symptoms*

• Child shouldn’t attend school

• Household member with 

symptoms should get a test

• Whole household self-isolates 

while waiting for test result

• Inform school immediately 

about test results

…when household 

member test is 

negative, and child 

does not have 

COVID-19 symptoms*

…somebody 

in my 

household 

has tested 

positive for COVID-19 

(coronavirus)

• Child shouldn’t attend school

• Whole household self-isolates 

for 14 days from day when 

symptoms* started (or from 

day of test if no symptoms) -

even if someone tests 

negative during those 14 days

…when child has 

completed 14 days of 

self-isolation, even if 

they test negative 

during the 14 days

* Symptoms include at least one of a high temperature; a new continuous cough; a loss of 

or change to your sense of smell or taste. See more at: 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/symptoms/ 



What to do if… Action needed Back to school…

…NHS Test 

and Trace 

has 

identified my 

child as a ‘close 

contact’ of somebody 

with symptoms* or 

confirmed COVID-19 

(coronavirus)

• Child shouldn’t attend school

• Child self-isolates for 14 days 

(as advised by NHS Test and 

Trace) – even if they test 

negative during those 14 days

• Rest of household does not 

need to self-isolate, unless 

they are a ‘close contact’ too

…when the child has 

completed 14 days of 

self-isolation, even if 

they test negative 

during those 14 days

…we / my 

child has 

travelled and 

has to self-

isolate as part of a 

period of quarantine

• Do not take unauthorised 

leave in term time

• Consider quarantine 

requirements and FCO advice 

when booking travel

• Provide information to school 

as per attendance policy

Returning from a destination 

where quarantine is needed:

• Child shouldn’t attend school

• Whole household self-isolates 

for 14 days – even if they test 

negative during those 14 days

…when the 

quarantine period of 

14 days has been 

completed for the 

child, even if they test 

negative during those 

14 days

…we have 

received 

advice from a 

medical / 

official source that 

my child must 

resume shielding

• Child shouldn’t attend school

• Contact school as advised by 

attendance officer / pastoral 

team

• Child should shield until you 

are informed that restrictions 

are lifted and shielding is 

paused again

…when school / other 

agencies inform you 

that restrictions have 

been lifted and your 

child can return to 

school again

….I am not 

sure who 

should get a 

test for 

COVID -19 

(coronavirus)

• Only people with symptoms* 

need to get a test

• People without symptoms are 

not advised to get a test, even 

if they are a ‘close contact’ of 

someone who tests positive

…when conditions 

above, as matching 

your situation, are 

met

For further information:

gmhscp.contacttracing@nhs.net 

gov.uk/backtoschool


