
Headteacher Message

Friday 6th November 2020 Week 9

Dear Parents / Carers

This week marks the return of pupils to school after the half-term break 

and also coincides with the introduction of new national guidelines around

COVID-19.

Pupils appear refreshed after the week’s break and have settled back 

into the rhythm of school and learning. 

Due to the increased risk of COVID-19 in the local area we are requesting the full support 

of all parents / carers in regards to visiting our school. Please note that parents / carers will 

only be able to access the site in exceptional and rare circumstances and only with a prior 

appointment. If an exceptional appointment is arranged, parents / carers must wear face 

masks at all times whilst on the school site. All other enquiries to school must be made by 

telephone on 01942 511987 or by email to DTWOffice@DeanTrustWigan.co.uk Thank you 

for your continued support.

We will be providing pupils and parents / carers with information on the use of the Show My 

Homework app in the coming weeks. This app complements our use of Google Classroom 

ensuring that home learning, when needed, can be done efficiently. The app will also allow 

greater parent / carer engagement in their child’s education. Pupils will be able to log in 

using their Google username and password.

Looking forward to next week, nations across the world will fall silent on Remembrance Day 

11th November at 11am. As a school, we will collectively take part in the two minutes 

silence to remember those who lost their lives to give us the freedoms we enjoy today.

I hope you have a good and safe weekend.

School Uniform Update

As of Monday all pupils must arrive to school in their full school uniform. Pupils who have PE 

no longer need to attend school in their PE kit but they must bring their full PE kit with them.

In addition, please could parents / carers remind themselves of the full and correct uniform 

requirements which can be found on the website. Scarves must be removed before entering 

school grounds and coats are required to be removed when inside the school building. Coats 

must be plain black, dark blue or burgundy. Thank you for your continued support in ensuring 

your child comes to school in the correct uniform and with the correct equipment.

mailto:DTWOffice@DeanTrustWigan.co.uk
https://www.deantrustwigan.co.uk/parents-pupils/information-advice-guidance/school-uniform/


In the Spotlight: 
Humanities Department

In the Spotlight is a regular feature in the newsletter focusing 

on a particular department. This edition introduces the Humanities 

Department and shares what a typical lesson is like.

Meet the team:

Mrs McClurg

I am the Head of Humanities and Lead Geography Teacher at DTW. This is 

my 8th year here having worked in one other Wigan school beforehand. 

My degree is in Physical Geography and my favourite topic is glaciation, so 

it is no coincidence that my favourite trip I have been on was to Chamonix 

in the French Alps. Here I went inside the Mer De Glace glacier and 

ascended Mont Blanc, not on foot! One of my favourite things about being 

a geography teacher is that I get to take so many pupils on both local and 

international trips. The aim is always to explore new cultures and landscapes 

and make memories and experiences that you can take with you. My biggest 

obsession is my dog Marvin. When I am not playing with Marv, I like to run, 

watch Friends (could it BE any funnier!?) and visit my parents’ caravan in 

North Wales which is one of my favourite places.

Mrs Cadman

I am a teacher of religious studies and history and this is my 14th year at 

DTW. I am also the head of Y10. My degree is in Criminology and Sociology. 

I love to teach about matters of life and death. I studied in Newcastle for 

four years and love to go back and visit, although I am NOT a Geordie! I love 

travelling and have been lucky enough to visit some amazing places across 

the world. Iceland is my absolute favourite place. I can be clumsy and I’m 

usually injured from the gym in some way!

Mr Southern

This is my first year as a qualified geography teacher but some of you will 

also remember me teaching you as part of my training last year. Outside of 

school I love football and gaming, which some of you will know I love talking 

about outside the classroom. My favourite topic to teach is coasts. I actually 

did my dissertation studying coastal erosion. As part of this, I even dragged 

my dad to help me do my research on a beach near Hull on Christmas Eve.



In the Spotlight: 
Humanities Department

Mrs Barnes

Most of you will know me as Miss Hughes but I recently got 

married and I am now Mrs Barnes. This is my second year at 

Dean Trust Wigan, although I did some of my training here a few 

years ago. I studied Environmental Management at the University of 

Manchester and then spent 3 years in Thailand working as a scuba diving 

instructor. I have a scar on my scalp from when I was attacked by a trigger 

fish, but it hasn’t dampened my passion for the ocean! I love our amazing 

planet and exploring it every day with our pupils. 

Miss Styles

I was born and grew up in Cumbria so I definitely regard Wigan as the 

‘south’. I went to university in Liverpool and decided to stay in the ‘south’. 

I studied history and politics so I will spend this week watching the US 

presidential election. I am a self-confessed geek. I absolutely love being a 

history teacher because I love the look of shock and wonder on pupils’ 

faces when they discover something new. My favourite topic to teach is the 

GCSE study of Weimar and Nazi Germany because it is something everyone 

thinks they know about and pupils always discover new things about it.

Miss Lenahan

I am subject leader of religious studies and also teach history. This is my 

second year at DTW. Before joining DTW I worked at St Edmund 

Arrowsmith in Ashton. My degree is in Religion and Philosophy. I love to 

teach about ethical issues, mainly matters of life and death and human 

rights. I studied at Lancaster University for 3 years and completed my PGCE

at Edge Hill University. One of my favourite things to do is travel and Dubai is 

my favourite place. 

Mrs Stephenson

I am a teacher of history at DTW and this is my 8th year here. I am 

passionate about history. One of my favourite topics to teach is 20th 

century war crimes. One of my favourite things about being a history 

teacher is being able to run trips to places of historical significance. My 

favourite was to the battlefields of Ypres during the centenary year of the 

1st World War. In my spare time, I am mum to two cheeky monkeys, 

Thomas and William. When I am not being mum, I am a member of an 

Award Winning Barbershop Choir (UK Champions!)
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What does a typical lesson look like?

A typical lesson in the Humanities Department has one major 

expectation from pupils; work hard - always try your best! 

As a group of teachers, we absolutely love our subjects and 

look forward to sharing our knowledge and experiences with you each day. 

We take time to get to know our pupils and the adventures that you have been on too. 

One of the best things about the lessons in humanities is that they are always different. 

We do everything from team work and competitions, 

to independent investigations, mysteries, debates 

and fieldtrips in the local area as well as other exciting 

destinations. 

We encourage questions, always. 

The best humanities pupils are inquisitive about the world 

around them. 

“It’s surely our responsibility to 

do everything within our power 

to create a planet that provides 

a home not just for us, but for 

all life on Earth.”

Sir David Attenborough



Maths Mastery Problem

Last week’s answer: 

5,400 seats in the South Stand.

Heinz baked beans are sold in different sizes:

• 415g for 75p

• 3 x 200g for £1.69

• 1kg fridge pack for £2.39

Which is best value for money?

New Outdoor Gym Facilities

DTW are pleased to announce the opening of our outdoor gym and outdoor table tennis 

provision.

It will open during social times for pupils to enjoy and to engage in physical activity.

We hope the pupils enjoy the new resources and benefit from getting more active. 

Chef  of  the Month

Year 11 pupils have returned to school making some amazing dishes of their own 

choice in their hospitality and catering lessons. Each month we have a ‘Chef of the 

Month’ award.

Well done to Ryan for taking the top position in October. Here are some of his mouth 

watering dishes.
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Special Educational Needs 

and Disabilities

Useful SEND resources to support with 

literacy and numeracy:

www.2simple.com/purple-mash/

www.phonicsplay.co.uk

Ruth Miskin Training YouTube

Reading Wise

www.whiterosemaths.com/

Bedrock Learning

www.mathswithparents.com

To support cognition and learning:

The Send Cast

www.spaghettibrain.co.uk

Wellbeing:

Mind

www.healios.org.uk/services/thinkninja1

www.youngminds.org.uk

SEND: apps and games (Apps must be 

downloaded onto a compatible device)

Brain Parade:

www.brainparade.com/products/see-

touch-learn-free

HelpKidzLearn:

www.helpkidzlearn.com

Visuals2Go: www.visuals2go.com

https://www.youtube.com/c/deantrustwigan
https://twitter.com/DeanTrustWigan
http://www.instagram.com/deantrustwigan
http://www.2simple.com/purple-mash/
http://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCo7fbLgY2oA_cFCIg9GdxtQ?mc_cid=5b8869f543&mc_eid=6974981631
http://www.readingwise.com/coronavirus-support
http://www.whiterosemaths.com/
http://www.bedrocklearning.org/coronavirus-support/
http://www.mathswithparents.com/
http://www.thesendcast.com/sendcast-episodes/
http://www.spaghettibrain.co.uk/
http://www.mind.org.uk/information-support/tips-for-everyday-living/relaxation/relaxation-tips
http://www.healios.org.uk/services/thinkninja1
http://www.youngminds.org.uk/
http://www.brainparade.com/products/see-touch-learn-free
http://www.helpkidzlearn.com/
http://www.visuals2go.com/
https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus%20%20https:/www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/west-lancashire-college-open-events-autumn-2020-tickets-121220564973


Mental Health

Wigan NHS mental health crisis line – 01942 636395

NSPCC - https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/childrens-mental-health/

Mind Ed - https://www.minded.org.uk/

NHS Every Mind Matters - https://www.nhs.uk/oneyou/every-mind-matters/

Recommended apps to support mental health and physical well -being  

https://www.nhs.uk/oneyou/apps/

MENCAP Helpful advice and information for people with a learning disability and families

https://www.mencap.org.uk/advice-and-support/health/coronavirus-covid-19

Rise Above - https://riseabove.org.uk/

Government advice - https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-on-

supporting-children-and-young-peoples-mental-health-and-wellbeing/guidance-for-parents-and-

carers-on-supporting-children-and-young-peoples-mental-health-and-wellbeing-during-the-

coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak

Information for children about Covid-19

Children’s guide to coronavirus – Children’s commissioner 

https://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/publication/childrens-guide-to-coronavirus/

‘My hero is you’ a story book which can be downloaded free of charge. 

https://interagencystandingcommittee.org/iasc-reference-group-mental-health-and-

psychosocial-support-emergency-settings/my-hero-you

Internet safety

Internet Matters - https://www.internetmatters.org

NSPCC - https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/

Think U Know - https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/

If children need to speak to someone

Childline - https://www.childline.org.uk/ 08001111 (9am – midnight)

Shout - https://www.giveusashout.org Text ‘SHOUT’ to 85258 to be put in touch with a trained 

crisis volunteer

The Mix – https://www.themix.org.uk/ 0808 808 4994 Free information and support for Under 

25s

Physical well – being

Change 4 Life - https://www.nhs.uk/change4life NHS - https://www.nhs.uk/oneyou/for-your-

body/

Useful helplines and websites

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/childrens-mental-health/
https://www.minded.org.uk/
https://www.nhs.uk/oneyou/every-mind-matters/
https://www.nhs.uk/oneyou/apps/
https://www.mencap.org.uk/advice-and-support/health/coronavirus-covid-19
https://riseabove.org.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-on-supporting-children-and-young-peoples-mental-health-and-wellbeing/guidance-for-parents-and-carers-on-supporting-children-and-young-peoples-mental-health-and-wellbeing-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak
https://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/publication/childrens-guide-to-coronavirus/
https://interagencystandingcommittee.org/iasc-reference-group-mental-health-and-psychosocial-support-emergency-settings/my-hero-you
https://www.internetmatters.org/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/
https://www.childline.org.uk/
https://www.giveusashout.org/
https://www.themix.org.uk/
https://www.nhs.uk/change4life
https://www.nhs.uk/oneyou/for-your-body/
https://www.nhs.uk/oneyou/every-mind-matters/
https://interagencystandingcommittee.org/iasc-reference-group-mental-health-and-psychosocial-support-emergency-settings/my-hero-you
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/
https://www.childline.org.uk/
https://www.mencap.org.uk/advice-and-support/health/coronavirus-covid-19


COVID-19 (coronavirus) absence: 
A quick guide for parents / carers
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What to do if… Action needed Back to school…

…my child 

has COVID-

19 

(coronavirus) 

symptoms*

• Child shouldn’t attend school

• Child should get a test

• Whole household self-isolates 

while waiting for test result

• Inform school immediately 

about test results

…when child’s test 

comes back negative 

and symptom free for 

48 hours 

…my child 

tests positive 

for COVID-19 

(coronavirus)

• Child shouldn’t attend school

• Child self-isolates for at least 

10 days from when 

symptoms* started (or from 

day of test if no symptoms)

• Inform school immediately 

about test results 

• Whole household self-isolates 

for 14 days from day when 

symptoms* started (or from 

day of test if no symptoms) -

even if someone tests 

negative during those 14 days

…when child feels 

better, and has been 

without a fever for at 

least 48 hours

They can return to school 

after 10 days even if they 

have a cough or loss of 

smell / taste. These 

symptoms can last for 

several weeks once the 

infection is gone.

…somebody 

in my 

household 

has COVID-

19 (coronavirus) 

symptoms*

• Child shouldn’t attend school

• Household member with 

symptoms should get a test

• Whole household self-isolates 

while waiting for test result

• Inform school immediately 

about test results

…when household 

member test is 

negative, and child 

does not have 

COVID-19 symptoms*

…somebody 

in my 

household 

has tested 

positive for COVID-19 

(coronavirus)

• Child shouldn’t attend school

• Whole household self-isolates 

for 14 days from day when 

symptoms* started (or from 

day of test if no symptoms) -

even if someone tests 

negative during those 14 days

…when child has 

completed 14 days of 

self-isolation, even if 

they test negative 

during the 14 days

* Symptoms include at least one of a high temperature; a new continuous cough; a loss of 

or change to your sense of smell or taste. See more at: 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/symptoms/ 



What to do if… Action needed Back to school…

…NHS Test 

and Trace 

has 

identified my 

child as a ‘close 

contact’ of somebody 

with symptoms* or 

confirmed COVID-19 

(coronavirus)

• Child shouldn’t attend school

• Child self-isolates for 14 days 

(as advised by NHS Test and 

Trace) – even if they test 

negative during those 14 days

• Rest of household does not 

need to self-isolate, unless 

they are a ‘close contact’ too

…when the child has 

completed 14 days of 

self-isolation, even if 

they test negative 

during those 14 days

…we / my 

child has 

travelled and 

has to self-

isolate as part of a 

period of quarantine

• Do not take unauthorised 

leave in term time

• Consider quarantine 

requirements and FCO advice 

when booking travel

• Provide information to school 

as per attendance policy

Returning from a destination 

where quarantine is needed:

• Child shouldn’t attend school

• Whole household self-isolates 

for 14 days – even if they test 

negative during those 14 days

…when the 

quarantine period of 

14 days has been 

completed for the 

child, even if they test 

negative during those 

14 days

…we have 

received 

advice from a 

medical / 

official source that 

my child must 

resume shielding

• Child shouldn’t attend school

• Contact school as advised by 

attendance officer / pastoral 

team

• Child should shield until you 

are informed that restrictions 

are lifted and shielding is 

paused again

…when school / other 

agencies inform you 

that restrictions have 

been lifted and your 

child can return to 

school again

….I am not 

sure who 

should get a 

test for 

COVID -19 

(coronavirus)

• Only people with symptoms* 

need to get a test

• People without symptoms are 

not advised to get a test, even 

if they are a ‘close contact’ of 

someone who tests positive

…when conditions 

above, as matching 

your situation, are 

met

For further information:

gmhscp.contacttracing@nhs.net 

gov.uk/backtoschool


