
Headteacher Message

Friday 5th February 2021 Week 20

Dear Parents and Carers. 

The Prime Minister announcing that schools will remain closed until 

the 8th March at the earliest, means that the whole school community 

can plan for the next 5 weeks with at least some certainty. We will be 

closed to all pupils over February half term but will continue to provide 

our remote learning package until pupils are once more invited back 

into school. As a parent of 3 children aged 6, 9 and 12, I am well versed in the challenges 

of encouraging and motivating your child or children to work on digital devices from home. 

Being sat on a computer all day is taxing for pupils. 

I am also aware that whilst the leaders and staff are doing all they can to be innovative 

and to enable young people to learn, there is no replacement for the opportunity for the 

experience of going to school itself. Following great feedback from parents and pupils in 

our recent online consultation events, we have planned a Challenge Day for Monday 8th 

February. This will include a variety of challenges including writing a letter to cheer up a 

local care home resident, a challenge to help out at home, an eco challenge, a physical 

challenge and a research challenge. I hope parents will get involved in taking an interest in 

all of the challenges we have set; especially the helping out at home one. I can picture it 

now; ‘even Mr Haseldine says you have to tidy your room’! I am sure you will be 

wonderfully creative with this one.

Progress Evening is planned for this Monday 8th February for Year 11. Full details have 

been sent to parents so appointments can be booked using our online system. I would like 

to reinforce the message that staff do not have details of how grades will be calculated in 

the summer, therefore I would respectfully ask that such questions are not posed. 

However, these are useful opportunities to receive updates on mock examinations (Year 

11), general progress, engagement in remote learning and any wider issues around 

attitude to learning.

I am delighted to report that two ex-pupils have secured offers of places at Oxford 

University for 2021. Katie and Benjamin, who left in 2019, have the opportunity to study 

Law at one of the most prestigious universities in the world. Congratulations to them, their 

families and of course to our staff who played a part in helping them get there. 

And finally, Brodie has been named as my ‘Headteacher’s Star of the Week. 

Congratulations to Brodie for his care and compassion for others and for working so hard 

during this lockdown period. 

.



Star Pupils

Well done to our star pupils this week.

Year 7:

Harvey for his Motte and Bailey castle model completed at 

home as part of his history castles project!

Year 8:

Alexis for her amazing pizza. 

Martha for her scrumptious looking crustless quiches.

Tyler for 100% effort in making her own curry and rice.

Winner for her fabulous pizza.

Year 9:

Aleeza and Precious for their hard work in the online Maths 

lessons.

Year 10:

Ellie for her tasty looking chocolate button 

cheesecake.

Kyle for using CAD to draw a screwdriver 

on his own, in his own 

time, without direction to 

do so. Fabulous work!

Rhys for his amazing 

homemade millionaires 

shortbread.

Year 11:

Lewis for 100% 

effort in his online 

Maths lesson.



Safer Internet

This week during our personal development curriculum offer we have been focusing on 

Safer Internet Day which is happening nationally on Tuesday 9th February. This is a day 

where we recognise our collective responsibility to make the internet a safer place to be 

and celebrate all the different ways in which this technological advancement can support 

us with twenty first century life. Given the uncertainty that we have experienced over the 

last year, could we be any better informed about how important the internet can be from 

online learning, to online meetings, quizzes with family and friends and keeping in 

contact with each other through various challenges to name but a few.

This year’s national theme is “An 

internet we trust: exploring reliability 

in the online world” and we have 

therefore been focusing on reliability. 

During form times and through our year 

group Google Classroom areas this week 

we have challenged staff and pupils to 

consider BIG questions such as: Should 

all information that goes online be fact 

checked first? Do influencers have a

responsibility to only advertise things 

that are appropriate for their target 

audience? Should video creators have 

to post how many times it took to get the

perfect take? (e.g. for trick shot videos or dance videos). We’re encouraging pupils to 

query whether something they read is fact or opinion, reassuring pupils it is right to 

discuss things they hear and see online with their friends to evaluate how trustworthy it 

might be before believing it and reminding all that we should be alert when making 

connections online. We rounded up our week of PDC in assembly this morning where we 

challenged pupils to stop and think.

Pupil Challenge: Design a magnifying glass and submit this via Google 

Classroom. Use the magnifying glass document and fill the magnifying glass with their 

ideas about how we can create #AnInternetWeTrust.

To support you in supporting your children at home there are some short videos which 

you can watch safer internet day videos, but more specifically there are videos for you as 

parents/carers and videos targeted about secondary school aged children. UK Safer 

Internet Centre have also provided a pre-recorded assembly which you may wish to 

watch with your family.

You can submit your feedback around online learning by 

completing our Google form. The questionnaire will only take five 

minutes and will give us valuable feedback to shape our online 

learning going forward. You can watch the video of our Google 

Classroom instructional video on our website.

We Want To Hear From You

https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/safer-internet-day/safer-internet-day-2021/i-am-educator/safer-internet-day-2021-films
https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/safer-internet-day/safer-internet-day-2021/i-am-educator/safer-internet-day-films/films-parents-and
https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/safer-internet-day/safer-internet-day-2021/i-am-educator/safer-internet-day-films/films-11-18-year
https://www.saferinternet.org.uk/safer-internet-day/safer-internet-day-2021/i-am-educator/virtual-assembly-11-18s
https://forms.gle/psN5yzBci2mXmDRV8
https://www.deantrustwigan.co.uk/parents-pupils/information-advice-guidance/home-learning-support/
https://forms.gle/psN5yzBci2mXmDRV8


Every Mind Matters

Having good mental health helps us relax more, achieve more and enjoy our lives more. 

We have expert advice and practical tips to help you look after your mental health and 

wellbeing.

You can get your free Mind Plan on the NHS website by answering 5 quick questions. 

The plan will help to you deal with stress and anxiety, improve your sleep, boost your 

mood and feel more in control.

Following the huge success in August 2020, Planet Earth Games is back in 

February 2021. 

A full month of sustainable, virtual challenges, suitable for all ages and 

abilities. Register now and play your part.

Planet Earth Games

Year 11 Virtual Parents’ Evening

Year 11 Virtual Parents’ Evening is on Monday 8th February 2021 between 3pm and 

6:30pm. This will be an opportunity to discuss your child’s progress and find out more 

about how they can prepare best for the revised 

assessment and grading system in the absence of exams.

Unfortunately, due to the current situation, it is not 

possible to have this evening face to face, therefore the 

evening will take place virtually using an electronic device 

(mobile phone/laptop/computer). You should not come into 

school to attend the event.  

Please use the following link to book your appointments:.

Monday 8th February will be a Challenge Day for all year groups. Each 

different period during the day will have a different challenge; from hall 

challenges around physical and mental health to career challenges and 

more.

Don’t forget to send in your pictures. We’ll be celebrating the individual 

winners and points will be awarded to halls. Are you ready for the challenge?

Challenge Day – Monday 8th February

https://www.nhs.uk/oneyou/every-mind-matters/
https://www.planetearthgames.org/
https://deantrustwigan.schoolcloud.co.uk/
https://deantrustwigan.schoolcloud.co.uk/
https://www.planetearthgames.org/


It is very important, especially in the current situation, that the school has your correct 

details such as phone numbers, email addresses and postal address. 

Please contact school with any updates.

01942 511987 

DTWOffice@deantrustwigan.co.uk

Are Your Contact Details Correct?

Device And Internet Access

Following support provided by the school in 2020 we are confident that pupils have 

access to a device and an internet connection. If this is not the case please contact the 

school on dtwoffice@deantrustwigan.co.uk or 01942 511987 to discuss the issue and we 

will support where possible.

Does your child have a medical condition that we should be aware of?

If your child is diagnosed with a medical condition that may 

require attention whilst in school, we need to know so that we 

can ensure your child is fully supported. Medical conditions may 

include a recently diagnosed allergy, or an asthma diagnosis, 

recent migraines or a condition that means your child needs 

access to medication whilst in school. You can provide us with 

this information in one of two ways:

• You can arrange to discuss your child’s needs with our 

Medical Co-ordinator, Mrs Tracy Benjafield. This can be done face to face or by 

telephone. You can contact Mrs Benjafield by emailing 

tracybenjafield@deantrustwigan.co.uk

• Alternatively you can complete our Individual Healthcare Plan paperwork and return to 

school attaching your signed Agreement for the Administration of Medication 

agreement if applicable. Please mark for the attention of Mrs Tracy Benjafield.

All Individual Healthcare Plans are reviewed annually. If there is a change to your child’s 

medical needs then please email tracybenjafield@deantrustwigan.co.uk who will contact 

you to arrange for a healthcare plan review. 

This information is also available on our website.

The adult’s and kid’s rugby pitch (see below) at Wigan St Cuthbert’s are similar. It takes 

a person, walking 1.5 m/s, 36 seconds to cover the length of the kids pitch. 

What is the perimeter of the kids pitch?

Maths Mastery Problem

mailto:DTWOffice@deantrustwigan.co.uk
mailto:dtwoffice@deantrustwigan.co.uk
mailto:tracybenjafield@deantrustwigan.co.uk
https://www.deantrustwigan.co.uk/parents-pupils/information-advice-guidance/medical-needs/
mailto:tracybenjafield@deantrustwigan.co.uk
https://www.deantrustwigan.co.uk/parents-pupils/information-advice-guidance/medical-needs/


@DeanTrustWigan @DeanTrustWigan DeanTrustWigan
1,278 Followers 1,088 Followers 231 Subscribers

Special Educational Needs 

and Disabilities

Useful SEND resources to support with 

literacy and numeracy:

www.2simple.com/purple-mash/

www.phonicsplay.co.uk

Ruth Miskin Training YouTube

Reading Wise

www.whiterosemaths.com/

Bedrock Learning

www.mathswithparents.com

To support cognition and learning:

The Send Cast

www.spaghettibrain.co.uk

Wellbeing:

Mind

www.healios.org.uk/services/thinkninja1

www.youngminds.org.uk

SEND: apps and games (Apps must be 

downloaded onto a compatible device)

Brain Parade:

www.brainparade.com/products/see-

touch-learn-free

HelpKidzLearn:

www.helpkidzlearn.com

Visuals2Go: www.visuals2go.com

Autumn Term Dates 2020 / 21

Spring Term 

Wednesday 6th 

January 2021 

to Friday 12th 

February 2021

Monday 22nd 

February 2021 

to Wednesday 31st 

March 2021

Keep up to date with all guidance relating to 

coronavirus on the HM Government website and 

NHS website.  

https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-

19/

https://www.youtube.com/c/deantrustwigan
https://twitter.com/DeanTrustWigan
http://www.instagram.com/deantrustwigan
http://www.2simple.com/purple-mash/
http://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCo7fbLgY2oA_cFCIg9GdxtQ?mc_cid=5b8869f543&mc_eid=6974981631
http://www.readingwise.com/coronavirus-support
http://www.whiterosemaths.com/
http://www.bedrocklearning.org/coronavirus-support/
http://www.mathswithparents.com/
http://www.thesendcast.com/sendcast-episodes/
http://www.spaghettibrain.co.uk/
http://www.mind.org.uk/information-support/tips-for-everyday-living/relaxation/relaxation-tips
http://www.healios.org.uk/services/thinkninja1
http://www.youngminds.org.uk/
http://www.brainparade.com/products/see-touch-learn-free
http://www.helpkidzlearn.com/
http://www.visuals2go.com/
https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus%20%20https:/www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/
https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/


Mental Health

Wigan NHS mental health crisis line – 01942 636395

NSPCC - https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/childrens-mental-health/

Mind Ed - https://www.minded.org.uk/

NHS Every Mind Matters - https://www.nhs.uk/oneyou/every-mind-matters/

Recommended apps to support mental health and physical well -being  

https://www.nhs.uk/oneyou/apps/

MENCAP Helpful advice and information for people with a learning disability and families

https://www.mencap.org.uk/advice-and-support/health/coronavirus-covid-19

Rise Above - https://riseabove.org.uk/

Government advice - https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-on-

supporting-children-and-young-peoples-mental-health-and-wellbeing/guidance-for-parents-and-

carers-on-supporting-children-and-young-peoples-mental-health-and-wellbeing-during-the-

coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak

Information for children about Covid-19

Children’s guide to coronavirus – Children’s commissioner 

https://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/publication/childrens-guide-to-coronavirus/

‘My hero is you’ a story book which can be downloaded free of charge. 

https://interagencystandingcommittee.org/iasc-reference-group-mental-health-and-

psychosocial-support-emergency-settings/my-hero-you

Internet safety

Internet Matters - https://www.internetmatters.org

NSPCC - https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/

Think U Know - https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/

If children need to speak to someone

Childline - https://www.childline.org.uk/ 08001111 (9am – midnight)

Shout - https://www.giveusashout.org Text ‘SHOUT’ to 85258 to be put in touch with a trained 

crisis volunteer

The Mix – https://www.themix.org.uk/ 0808 808 4994 Free information and support for Under 

25s

Physical well – being

Change 4 Life - https://www.nhs.uk/change4life NHS - https://www.nhs.uk/oneyou/for-your-

body/

Useful helplines and websites

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/childrens-mental-health/
https://www.minded.org.uk/
https://www.nhs.uk/oneyou/every-mind-matters/
https://www.nhs.uk/oneyou/apps/
https://www.mencap.org.uk/advice-and-support/health/coronavirus-covid-19
https://riseabove.org.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-on-supporting-children-and-young-peoples-mental-health-and-wellbeing/guidance-for-parents-and-carers-on-supporting-children-and-young-peoples-mental-health-and-wellbeing-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak
https://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/publication/childrens-guide-to-coronavirus/
https://interagencystandingcommittee.org/iasc-reference-group-mental-health-and-psychosocial-support-emergency-settings/my-hero-you
https://www.internetmatters.org/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/
https://www.childline.org.uk/
https://www.giveusashout.org/
https://www.themix.org.uk/
https://www.nhs.uk/change4life
https://www.nhs.uk/oneyou/for-your-body/
https://www.nhs.uk/oneyou/every-mind-matters/
https://interagencystandingcommittee.org/iasc-reference-group-mental-health-and-psychosocial-support-emergency-settings/my-hero-you
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/
https://www.childline.org.uk/
https://www.mencap.org.uk/advice-and-support/health/coronavirus-covid-19

