
Headteacher Message

Friday 12th February 2021 Week 21

Dear Parents and Carers. 

It was a great pleasure to see so many parents attend the online parents’ evening 

this week. Thank you to parents who took time to feedback to Mr McNally on how 

the evening went and how we can improve further. 

Although the exact detail of what we will be asked to do this summer regarding 

GCSE qualifications is not yet published, there are some aspects that are clear. 

School will be asked to provide grades to the examination boards and those grades will need to be 

based on a range of evidence, including from internal assessments. That means we should begin the 

process of making sensible arrangements to gather assessment evidence over the next few months that 

can add to the information we already know about pupils to allow a rounded view of pupil performance. 

This also means pupils in Year 10 and Year 11 should be working very hard via remote learning or in 

school to best evidence the work they have done, following the requests from teachers to submit work 

as required. We will provide further information regarding any additional assessments we may take to 

gather evidence for qualifications after half-term. 

It was great to see our staff drive out into the community on our resource bus this week. Following 

parents’ feedback we visited different areas of the community providing free learning resources, PPE 

and hygiene products to support families. This is something we will repeat in the coming weeks to 

support our community. 

Thanks to pupils and parents who engaged in our learning Challenge Day last Monday. Again this was a 

great day aimed at varying the work we are asking pupils to do at home and add some fun challenges. 

As you can see from some of the pictures in this week’s newsletter people were very competitive!

I am delighted to report that Mr Floweth has been appointed as permanent Assistant Headteacher, 

responsible for behaviour, attendance and inclusion. I am also delighted to report that we have 

appointed Mr Myers to become Assistant Subject Lead in maths. Mr Myers currently teaches in Abu 

Dhabi and is Head of maths. He started his teaching career in Liverpool and will join us in September. 

Kyle, our Head Boy, has been signed on a football scholarship with Fleetwood Town FC in League 2. 

Congratulations to Kyle – we wish you every success.   

My Headteacher ‘Star Pupil of the Week’ is Joshua, Year 10, for an excellent piece of history work. The 

work submitted shows just what this young man could potentially achieve.

We will not be providing free school meals next week as the Government has not funded this directly to 

schools. The instruction from Government is that support is available from the Covid Winter Grant 

Scheme. We have done our best to deliver additional food parcels to families in the most need this week 

thanks to our partnership with Manchester United. In addition, if any family anticipates difficulties over 

half-term, please do contact us at school today, we may be able to assist. 

I wish you all a pleasant half-term. 

.%20https:/www.wigan.gov.uk/Resident/Benefit-Grants/Welfare-Reform/Winter-grant-scheme.aspx


Star Pupils

Well done to our star pupils this week.

Year 7:

• James has been really enthusiastic every lesson and 

answering loads of questions in the group chat for 

performing arts.

• Lewis for his excellent performance of Havana on the guitar 

to the class during a live lesson

Year 8:

• Amber works well every lesson and is always keen to 

answer questions and really get involved.

• Alfie for his excellent engagement and quality of work during 

home learning.

Year 9:

• Hannah always works hard in lessons and tries her best at 

all times.

• Jack for excellent progress in music technology lessons.

• Jack for his fabulous effort in the Eiffel Tower Challenge.

Year 10:

• Bethan consistently tries her best in every lesson.

• Gemma for always putting in 100% effort and 

engagement no matter what task is presented to her.

Year 11:

• Jodie has worked so hard to complete all the practical and 

theory tasks in dance. She always has a positive attitude 

and is an excellent role model to others.

• Megan, Kobi, Abbie and Matthew for putting a huge amount 

of effort and time into their final coursework piece for 

performing arts.

Students and staff of DTW, you have been set a challenge by the PE department this 

half-term. It’s simple, all you need to do is check off as many 

items as you can from the scavenger hunt list to win HALL POINTS! 

To join in, visit your performance or hall Google Classroom page 

and scan the QR codes. Don’t forget to send us a picture of 

EVERY item you’ve found!

For each item you check off and upload you will earn a point for 

your hall. The hall with the most points at the end of half-term 

will be crowned champions! Keep your eyes peeled.

Scavenger Hunt



Caitlin and Abby started their journey with us back in 2014 as 

11-year-olds fresh from primary school ready to embark on their 

secondary school career. Caitlin and Abby prided themselves on 

100% attendance and punctuality. They were actively engaged in 

sporting events and represented their form at hall council 

meetings. Both Caitlin and Abby left Dean Trust Wigan in 2019 

with a wealth of fantastic GCSE results in subjects including: 

English, mathematics, science, French, art, geography, business, 

psychology, history and religious studies. 

On leaving Dean Trust Wigan both girls went on to study at St 

John Rigby College where both of their sixth form years were 

disrupted by the pandemic, however, with sheer determination, 

effort and drive we’re extremely proud to hear that Caitlin and 

Abby have both secured university places for September 2021 at 

two different universities. 

Caitlin and Abby - the whole Dean Trust Wigan community are 

extremely proud of you. Good luck in the next chapter of your 

lives – we know you’re going to be amazing!

University Success

Caitlin Barlow- Lloyd

Abby Barlow-Lloyd

Head Boy Secures Football Scholarship 
Kyle has been an avid footballer from a young age and has played 

for various clubs including his school team. In PE Kyle has always 

displayed a fantastic attitude to learning. His contributions to class, 

his leadership in lessons and his commitment to producing work of 

the highest quality at all times is a testament of his attitude to 

succeed. Off the pitch, if Kyle can incorporate sport, in particular 

football, into a conversation, lesson or piece of work he most 

definitely will. This year during Kyle’s enterprise course he was given 

the opportunity to create a business idea; planning, pitching and 

evaluating, and this too was based on football and coaching. This 

shows commitment, passion and a tremendous amount of energy 

toward Kyle’s love of football. As Kyle has progressed through his school career, he has 

not only developed his love for football, coaching and sport, he has also become a leader 

in school and is our current Head Boy. Kyle – your maturity, ability to work under pressure 

and preparation for everything you put your mind to will see you take this achievement 

and be successful with this too. 

Kyle said: “I have been playing football since I was four years old and have loved doing so 

ever since. When I was six, I was scouted for Manchester United and spent three years 

there whilst also having trials at Wigan Athletic and Bolton Wanderers. It wasn't until three 

years ago whilst playing for the school team that I was scouted by Fleetwood Town FC. 

Since playing for Fleetwood, I have experienced a rollercoaster of emotions with many 

highs and lows and an enormous amount of pressure. However, being offered a 

scholarship at the club is certainly the proudest moment not only in football but also my 

life. My plan for the future is to play at the highest level of football possible whether that 

be here in England or another country such as the USA.” 



Year 9 Virtual Parents’ Evening

Year 9 Virtual Parents’ Evening is on Thursday 25th February 2021 between 3pm and 

6:30pm. This will be an opportunity to discuss your child’s progress and find out more 

about the options and subjects on offer in Key Stage 4.

Unfortunately, due to the current situation, it is not 

possible to have this evening face to face, therefore the 

evening will take place virtually using an electronic device 

(mobile phone/laptop/computer). You should not come into 

school to attend the event. 

Please use the link to book your appointments.

Have a go at these tasks over half term. Don’t forget to upload any pictures and videos 

to Google Classroom.

Year 7

• Have a go at creating your own Street Dance routine.

• Make your own musical instrument using items from around your house.

Year 8

• Choose your favourite music and choreograph a dance to it.

• Perform your favourite song Karaoke style and make a music video.

Year 9

• Create a papier mâché mask of your character created in class.

• Ask a family member or friend to recommend their favourite songs and listen to them.

Year 10

• Create a set model using a cereal box and decorate the stage.

• Create a playlist and advert for your debut gig as a rising star.

Year 11 

• Choreograph a site-specific dance and film it on location, it could be performed in the 

garden, in a park, get creative!

• Take a walk/run in the fresh air and think about what you can see and hear and the 

kind of music you could create to accompany your walk. 

Challenge for all - Photo Challenge! Take a photo of your best dance pose in the best 

location you can. No prizes...just the glory of being the winner!

Keep Performing This Half  Term

John Bateman signed a contract with Wigan Warriors which was believed to be worth 

£157,500 per year after tax. 

Use the tax information to find the worth of Bateman’s contract before tax.

Maths Mastery Problem

https://deantrustwigan.schoolcloud.co.uk/
https://deantrustwigan.schoolcloud.co.uk/


Diversity And You

At Dean Trust Wigan (DTW) we fully support 

the celebration of LGBT+ History Month 

and we also want to use this opportunity to 

make our school community aware of our 

plans to launch our own DTW LGBTQ+ 

Community Group. The aim of this group 

is to provide a platform for pupils, staff and 

parents to celebrate diversity and promote inclusion and acceptance across the school 

as well as supporting students in developing their advocacy, leadership and presentation 

skills.

The DTW School Council have already had the opportunity to shape the initial work of 

the DTW LGBTQ+ Community Group and after the half-term break the first online forum 

will be held with staff and pupils.

The forum will be the first opportunity for the staff and student body to share their ideas 

and shape what support the community will offer not only during our time online but also 

when we return to the school building. 

The statement below from the LGBT+ History Month website summarises the DTW 

desire for our learners:

Everyone has the right to be educated in a safe environment and as an 

organisation we promote equality, safety and visibility in education for LGBT 

people. We want everyone to be aware that people have multiple, complex and 

diverse identities. Identities shape the world and make history. We want to teach 

our learners about the variety of the human race, and stress that humans may 

adopt several different identities at any one point in their lives. It is the 

combination of characteristics that make an individual behave and react in unique 

ways.

Hate Crime Awareness

Last week provided an opportunity for everyone across Greater Manchester to stand 

together and to celebrate our diversity. It was a chance to educate, raise awareness of 

hate and encourage both victims and witnesses to report it. 

Hate crime has no place in Greater Manchester. Everyone has the right to feel safe and 

we all have a responsibility to stand against hatred and discrimination.

#WeStandTogether. 

No hate crime is acceptable. We all have a right to live without fear, hostility and 

intimidation from others because of who we are.

During PDC time this week, all year groups reflected on the devastating impact hate 

crime can have on individuals and communities and how we can all make a stand 

against hate crime.

https://lgbtplushistorymonth.co.uk/


The Voice

Those of you that are fans of The Voice may 

have seen one of our ex-pupils and deputy 

head boy Jake Mckechnie performing on 

Saturday night’s show. 

Although he didn't get the all-important 'turn’ 

from the judges he sounded absolutely 

terrific! Jake is currently studying his A-

Levels including music at St. John Rigby 

College. 

We are so proud of what you have achieved 

so far Jake and we know you have a 

successful career in music ahead of you! 

Year 11 Master Chefs

Year 11 hospitality and catering pupils have this week been showing off their skills for 

their practical part of their exam. They have applied their knowledge and understanding 

of nutrition, food, cooking and preparation to plan, prepare and present two dishes to fit 

their design brief. All pupils did amazingly well as can be seen from the photographs.
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Special Educational Needs 

and Disabilities

Useful SEND resources to support with 

literacy and numeracy:

www.2simple.com/purple-mash/

www.phonicsplay.co.uk

Ruth Miskin Training YouTube

Reading Wise

www.whiterosemaths.com/

Bedrock Learning

www.mathswithparents.com

To support cognition and learning:

The Send Cast

www.spaghettibrain.co.uk

Wellbeing:

Mind

www.healios.org.uk/services/thinkninja1

www.youngminds.org.uk

SEND: apps and games (Apps must be 

downloaded onto a compatible device)

Brain Parade:

www.brainparade.com/products/see-

touch-learn-free

HelpKidzLearn:

www.helpkidzlearn.com

Visuals2Go: www.visuals2go.com
Keep up to date with all guidance relating to 

coronavirus on the HM Government website and 

NHS website.  

https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-

19/

https://www.youtube.com/c/deantrustwigan
https://twitter.com/DeanTrustWigan
http://www.instagram.com/deantrustwigan
http://www.2simple.com/purple-mash/
http://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCo7fbLgY2oA_cFCIg9GdxtQ?mc_cid=5b8869f543&mc_eid=6974981631
http://www.readingwise.com/coronavirus-support
http://www.whiterosemaths.com/
http://www.bedrocklearning.org/coronavirus-support/
http://www.mathswithparents.com/
http://www.thesendcast.com/sendcast-episodes/
http://www.spaghettibrain.co.uk/
http://www.mind.org.uk/information-support/tips-for-everyday-living/relaxation/relaxation-tips
http://www.healios.org.uk/services/thinkninja1
http://www.youngminds.org.uk/
http://www.brainparade.com/products/see-touch-learn-free
http://www.helpkidzlearn.com/
http://www.visuals2go.com/
https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus%20%20https:/www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/
https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/
https://www.westlancs.ac.uk/


Mental Health

Wigan NHS mental health crisis line – 01942 636395

NSPCC - https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/childrens-mental-health/

Mind Ed - https://www.minded.org.uk/

NHS Every Mind Matters - https://www.nhs.uk/oneyou/every-mind-matters/

Recommended apps to support mental health and physical well -being  

https://www.nhs.uk/oneyou/apps/

MENCAP Helpful advice and information for people with a learning disability and families

https://www.mencap.org.uk/advice-and-support/health/coronavirus-covid-19

Rise Above - https://riseabove.org.uk/

Government advice - https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-on-

supporting-children-and-young-peoples-mental-health-and-wellbeing/guidance-for-parents-and-

carers-on-supporting-children-and-young-peoples-mental-health-and-wellbeing-during-the-

coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak

Information for children about Covid-19

Children’s guide to coronavirus – Children’s commissioner 

https://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/publication/childrens-guide-to-coronavirus/

‘My hero is you’ a story book which can be downloaded free of charge. 

https://interagencystandingcommittee.org/iasc-reference-group-mental-health-and-

psychosocial-support-emergency-settings/my-hero-you

Internet safety

Internet Matters - https://www.internetmatters.org

NSPCC - https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/

Think U Know - https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/

If children need to speak to someone

Childline - https://www.childline.org.uk/ 08001111 (9am – midnight)

Shout - https://www.giveusashout.org Text ‘SHOUT’ to 85258 to be put in touch with a trained 

crisis volunteer

The Mix – https://www.themix.org.uk/ 0808 808 4994 Free information and support for Under 

25s

Physical well – being

Change 4 Life - https://www.nhs.uk/change4life NHS - https://www.nhs.uk/oneyou/for-your-

body/

Useful helplines and websites

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/childrens-mental-health/
https://www.minded.org.uk/
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https://riseabove.org.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-on-supporting-children-and-young-peoples-mental-health-and-wellbeing/guidance-for-parents-and-carers-on-supporting-children-and-young-peoples-mental-health-and-wellbeing-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak
https://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/publication/childrens-guide-to-coronavirus/
https://interagencystandingcommittee.org/iasc-reference-group-mental-health-and-psychosocial-support-emergency-settings/my-hero-you
https://www.internetmatters.org/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/
https://www.childline.org.uk/
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https://www.childline.org.uk/
https://www.mencap.org.uk/advice-and-support/health/coronavirus-covid-19

