
Headteacher Message

Friday 26th February 2021 Week 22

Dear Parents and Carers

We now return for a very important five and a half week half-term of 

routine classroom work before the Easter break. 

Return to school. 

The Prime Minister announced this week that pupils will start to return 

to school from 8th March. That return to school involves lateral flow COVID 

testing for pupils in school before they can return to their learning bubbles as they were before 

Christmas. Later in the term they will do those tests with you at home. We have spent this half-

term running a successful testing operation for staff and pupils who have been on site and we are 

ready to meet the demand of all pupils being tested. The arrangements for testing will require a 

phased return to school for pupils during the week beginning the 8th March. This means that your 

child will have a specific date of return dependent on year group. This is to enable us to handle the 

volume of testing required and successfully reintegrate all pupils. Learning arrangements for pupils 

during that week will look different to how they have been for the past 7 weeks. We do ask that 

you reply to school with your consent to test information. This can be completed by clicking here –

Consent Form. Please ensure you give consent before Wednesday 3rd March. In addition, we will 

text out a link to this information. One major change for the rest of this term is that masks will be 

worn at all times in the building, including in lessons, unless your child has an NHS exemption 

certificate. Previously we have worn them on corridors and in communal areas only. It has been 

stated that this will be reviewed at Easter. I will write to parents towards the end of next week with 

specific arrangements for the phased return and testing schedule as soon as we have more 

detailed information to communicate. 

Our approach to learning when pupils return. 

Much has been discussed in the press about a recovery curriculum. We have been giving this 

some thought in our own circumstances. We have discussed plans in school and agreed that, as 

well as bespoke interventions for individual pupils and small groups of pupils based upon current 

need, we believe that the issue is more one of consolidation than catching up. The first few weeks 

of lessons will be aimed at engaging pupils back in to learning. We have challenged teachers to 

engage pupils in highly creative learning over the first few weeks. To support this we will spend 

time outlining learning expectations, help pupils get back in to routines and also offer a high quality 

after-school extracurricular programme so pupils can get back in to great learning habits. Moving 

towards the end of term we will look at baseline assessments of pupils to help us plan the summer 

term curriculum accordingly to meet the needs of pupils. 

Support for pupils and families in returning to school. 

We have written a guide to help parents who may themselves feel anxious about their 

child returning or may have a child who feels anxious. Continued on next page

https://forms.gle/eS5bFPdN12MBpteW9


Headteacher Message continued
Please do check out the ‘How I can support my child back to school’ 

in this week’s newsletter. In addition to this Dr Kathy Weston, one of the 

UK’s leading experts on family support and adolescent mental health, 

will be working with our staff to help prepare them for pupils return. 

Dr Weston has also agreed to provide a parents online seminar, 

looking at how parents can support children’s return to school and 

cope with the aftermath of the national lockdowns and the pandemic. 

Dr Weston’s seminars are exceptional and we will provide more 

details on how you can sign up to this on line event exclusively for our 

families, which will take place on the evening of Tuesday 9th March. 

GCSE examinations 2021

Our Chief Executive Mr Kapur will be writing to all families on Monday to outline the Trust 

response to this week’s DfE announcement on GCSEs awards for Year 11 pupils. As you will 

have no doubt seen in the news, schools will be recommending examination grades to 

examination boards by using a range of evidence gathered on pupils’ achievement. This  

evidence will be submitted to exam boards in the summer term and GCSE results will be 

awarded a week earlier this year in the week beginning 9th August. The 12 school weeks from 

when Year 11 pupils return is therefore crucial. We will be working hard to ensure that we 

support pupils to consolidate what they have learned and prepare them for their transition to 

6th form, college and apprenticeship programmes. Following Mr Kapur’s announcement, we 

will arrange communication regarding this 12 week bespoke plan for all Year 11 pupils. 

Guided Options Year 9 2021-23

Keep your eyes peeled for our guided options video, letters and information booklets which will 

be winging their way to families in Year 9 next week. We have an exciting curriculum offer for 

GCSE subjects next year! This includes new options for pupils based upon pupil and 6th form 

college feedback. 

National Careers Week 2021 March 1st-March 5th

National Careers Week will host a series of exciting sessions to inspire young people about the 

different industries, roles and careers within Greater Manchester and how they link to the 

subjects they are studying! Over five days in March (1st - 5th) GMCA's Meet Your Future will 

be offering a series of virtual events for young people, to discover how the curriculum links to 

careers here in Greater Manchester. This event is open to all pupils and will be particularly 

useful to pupils in Year 9 and Year 11. Click here to sign up for seminars and events.

Safeguarding

Safeguarding is the action taken to promote the welfare of children and to protect them from 

harm. Please take a look at our approach to keeping children safe in this week’s newsletter. 

We have launched a scheme in both Dean Trust Wigan and Dean Trust Rose Bridge called ‘I 

Matter’. This scheme makes it clear who pupils, family members and parents can contact in the 

event of safeguarding concerns about a child. The information shared in this week’s newsletter 

also explains the process we go through as a school to ensure reported incidents are treated 

with importance and guidance on the categories of abuse, including the signs to look out for. 

There are useful contact details and links to online resources for pupils, parents and family 

members.

Dean Trust Wigan Alumni

We are looking for past pupils of Dean Trust Wigan, Abraham Guest Academy/Abraham Guest 

High School to help us inspire and support our current pupils. If you are interested please 

contact our Careers Leader, Mrs Cadman NicolaCadman@deantrustwigan.co.uk

Dr Kathy Weston

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/meet-your-future-national-careers-week-gm-2021-tickets-142074979087
mailto:NicolaCadman@deantrustwigan.co.uk


It is very important, especially in the current situation, that the school has your correct 

details such as phone numbers, email addresses and postal address. 

Please contact school with any updates.

01942 511987 

DTWOffice@deantrustwigan.co.uk

Are Your Contact Details Correct?

Star Pupils

Well done to our star pupils this week.

Year 8:

Ellie-Rose has been chosen to represent Team GB at the Dance World Cup in July. 

Covid restrictions permitting this will see Ellie-Rose heading to Spain to compete. 

Ellie-Rose hasn't even let a badly broken arm stop her dedication to the sport!

Kinga for her amazing homework project of designing a website as part of 

the advertising topic.

Year 10:

Billy for 100% effort in maths. 

Kendell for his work in design technology.

Year 11:

Teoni for the speech she wrote about ‘what makes a good education’. Well done Teoni, 

this is an excellent piece of work and so relevant in this current climate.  

Between the ages of 4 and 16, we spend our lives in full time education. That’s 12 years! 12 years of 

developing new skills, meeting new people and taking in new information. And let's all be honest, we hated 

it for the most part. We didn't want to wake up in the early hours of the morning. We didn't want to sit in a 

building for 6 hours straight, 5 days a week. We all thought that our holidays were the best part of the 

school year. But at the end of it all we’re all grateful.

Now not all of our education came from within those classrooms. Outside of the four walls, we continued 

along our path of education. With the people we met at school, who we have grown to know and care for 

over time, we have learned the values in relationships. The trust a friendship is built on. The sacrifices 

some of us would have made to keep the bond between us healthy. I know myself that I have made some 

incredible friends within the school. People I would not trade for the world. I am sure many of you would 

agree. These people have taught me so much. Through building each other up and pushing each other to 

the limits, we have grown in confidence. We have learnt that when you are surrounded by the right people, 

you don't feel that fear build up inside of you like you would with a group of strangers.

Not only have we discovered the benefits of having loyal, trusting friends, we have learnt the skill of time 

management. Teachers giving us homework was the worst thing they could do. Yet they did it anyway. 

Most of them did it once a week. However, while we didn’t see the importance of it, they did. At the end of 

the day we realised it was something that had to be done. So most of us did it. We didn’t want to. We could 

have found a thousand other things to be doing that was a lot more entertaining than bringing school home 

with us. But 95% of us did it. That 95% have managed their time in a manner that is best for them. Whether 

that be you placed yourself under pressure and completed it last minute or you did the work the second you 

got home, you did it. The lesson of time management is an important one. One which we teach ourselves 

and will use for the rest of our lives. I'm sure the other 5% have found ways to manage their time in order to 

complete tasks. They just didn't complete the one task necessary for their education in school. 

mailto:DTWOffice@deantrustwigan.co.uk


A partnership between Dean Trust Wigan 

and the Manchester United Foundation 

has continued to grow as we have moved 

into the fourth year. 

The Manchester United Foundation have 

teamed up with Fareshare to deliver food 

parcels to families at Dean Trust Wigan. 

As was done at Christmas, when 100 

families received frozen food and dry food 

packages on two separate occasions, the 

families of Dean Trust Wigan are due to 

receive food once more. The food 

packages will be reaching the school 

weekly for 9 weeks with staff from DTW helping to deliver throughout the week. The 

school have ensured families who require food will be receiving the food on a rotational 

basis, allowing the food to be spread evenly across all those families that expressed an 

interest. If you would like to be added to the distribution list, please call school on 

01942 511987.

Working Together To Deliver Food Hampers

During the last week of term pupils in years 7-10 took part in a 

Valentine’s Cake Off. There were lots of entries especially from 

Year 8. The overall winners were:

Year 7 

Rowan - pink Valentine cake.

Year 8 

Alexis - Valentine’s cup cakes and 

Rice Crispie hearts

Martha - red heart cupcakes

Olivia - Cupid’s love cake and cinder 

toffee fudge brownies.

Year 9 

Hannah - chocolate strawberry cupcakes

Year 10 

Rhys - pink love heart cake

Ellie - 2 types of cheesecake.

Thank you to everyone who took part and 

congratulations to the winners.

Valentine’s Cake Off



The PE dept at DTW are inviting students 

from years 10 and 11 to sign up for and 

complete the FA Playmaker qualification.

The FA Playmaker qualification is a free 

online entry-level football course perfect for 

anyone interested in taking a more active 

role in grassroots football or sports coaching 

in general. There are five modules and you 

don’t need any previous experience or 

qualifications before signing up. 

You’ll cover the following topics: make football 'For All', connect with your players, create 

fun sessions, keep football safe and take your next step into coaching. By the end of the 

course, you'll be ready to hit the pitch with confidence and start helping out in after-

school sports clubs at DTW or at your local grassroots football club.

If you are interested, please speak to Miss Leitch or your PE teacher for more details on 

how to register and with help to complete the course. Also use the link to find out more 

information from the FA website.  

Fancy gaining a sports coaching qualification?

𝟐

𝟏𝟏
of the shops at the Grand Arcade offer Jewellery. 

𝟓

𝟐𝟐
of the shops at the Grand Arcade 

offer food. In total, 18 shops in the Grand Arcade offer jewellery or food.

How many shops are in the Grand Arcade?

Last week’s answer: £250,000

Maths Mastery Problem

https://thebootroom.thefa.com/learning/qualifications/the-fa-playmaker
https://thebootroom.thefa.com/learning/qualifications/the-fa-playmaker
https://thebootroom.thefa.com/learning/qualifications/the-fa-playmaker


LGBT+ History Month

This week the PDC theme has been 

LGBT+ History Month and there have been a 

number of activities that pupils have joined in. 

This included research tasks based on 

inspirational LGBT women, discussion session 

on inspiration and courage and assemblies 

examining feelings, judgments and the work of 

Stonewall. 

The focus for LGBT+ moth this year is ‘mind, body 

and spirit’ and given the impact of the COVID 

pandemic it is even more vital that we work together 

to ensure the wellbeing of our school community.

As part of this week’s focus our Manchester United 

Foundation coach, Mr Smith, has also launched a 

competition in line with ‘Schools OUT UK’ and The 

Manchester United Foundation to celebrate and raise 

awareness of the issues surrounding LGBT+ and 

educate out prejudice which still exist in many of our 

communities. 

All Manchester United Foundation Partner Schools’ pupils are being asked to create a 

badge which raises awareness of these issues and celebrates diversity and inclusivity. 

The entries will then be judged, and each school winner will receive a reward from 

Manchester United Foundation. The winning badge designs will then be judged by a 

panel from Manchester United and an overall winner will be selected and will then go 

forwards with the opportunity to be crowned the winning design nationally.

Visit the website to find out more information.

Do you love baking? Are you aged 

between 9-15 years old?

If you’re bonkers about bread or 

have a passion for pastry then you 

could be baking in the famous white 

tent in 2021!

The show is looking for talented 

home bakers to impress the judges. 

So if you or someone you know is 

ready to dough battle, then why not 

apply now!

Junior Bake Off  Is Back!

https://lgbtplushistorymonth.co.uk/
https://lgbtplushistorymonth.co.uk/
https://junior.take-part.co.uk/?fbclid=IwAR0R809--X6SbvhK3MxuA0gqxAP7QXBO5szXiVQpamK9e5Cn4xLyyOmPBmA
https://junior.take-part.co.uk/?fbclid=IwAR0R809--X6SbvhK3MxuA0gqxAP7QXBO5szXiVQpamK9e5Cn4xLyyOmPBmA


Ten tips to help parents support your child’s return to school 
after the pandemic.

1.  Ensure your child is tested for coronavirus using the school and home testing system. We know 

that taking part in mass testing will not beat COVID 19 on its own, but it is an essential part of a 

wider approach that will enable us to catch the majority of asymptomatic infections and help us all 

return to normal. 

2.  Speak to your child about the importance of not being complacent and thinking they won’t get 

COVID 19 or can’t spread it to others – a negative test result at school or at home does not mean 

we will avoid infection or avoid infecting others. This includes ensuring your child or children stick 

to the national guidance when not in school, in the evenings and at weekends, when the good 

work schools are doing could be undone. 

3.  Reinforce your child’s basic hygiene habits, including sticking to social/physical distancing, 

hand washing and other protective measures. We will be living with the virus for the foreseeable 

future. Good hygiene and safety habits will be an essential part of our community recovery and 

resilience moving forward.  

4.  Talk to your child about how they are feeling about going back to school and try not to make 

assumptions. Ask them if they are worried or feel scared about anything, but also if they are 

excited about or looking forward to something. No matter how your child feels, let them know that 

it is completely normal to feel a mixture of emotions and that everyone will be in the same boat. 

Have a look at more advice on starting a conversation with your child.

5.  Provide your child with as much information about their new routine and school day as you can. 

This will help them to prepare for any changes that have been made to the timings of their day, the 

layout of their classroom, their peer groups and breaktimes. For younger children, it can be really 

helpful for them to visualise these changes – so ask your child’s school if they can send any 

pictures to help make things feel more familiar.

6.  Reassure your child. During the lockdown we have been told to stay at home, remain socially 

distant from others and wash our hands regularly. This means children may find it difficult to go 

back to school because it will be a huge change from what they have been asked to do during the 

pandemic. Talk with your child about ways they can stay safe at school, such as washing their 

hands before and after eating, and reassure them that the school are putting measures in place to 

keep them safe.

7.  Re-establish a routine to help ease into school life. During lockdown it is understandable that 

your family’s routine may have changed. Children are likely to have been waking up later or going 

to bed later. To help them get ready for school, try to gradually get them back into a good morning 

and bedtime routines as they get closer to their return date. 

8.  Don’t put pressure on yourself. The transition back into school is likely to take some time. Lots 

of children will experience ups and downs. Try your best to support, reassure and comfort them, 

without putting pressure on yourself to make sure their homework is done or they settle into a new 

routine straightaway.

9.  Think ahead. As well as reflecting on what has happened during the past few weeks, it is 

important to help children develop hope and a sense of excitement for the future. At a time like 

this, it can be hard to feel positive, but identifying the things that they can look forward to will help 

them to realise that the current situation won’t last forever and their feelings will change.

10.  Seek support if you need it. Transitioning back to school after being in lockdown is no easy 

task. You may find that your child struggles to get back into school or experiences difficulties while 

they’re at school. If this is the case, reach out to your child’s school as soon as you can so that 

you can make them aware of the challenges and work together to support your child. If you are 

concerned about your child’s mental health and you think they need professional support, speak to 

the school and your GP about the best next step.

Year 7 – ClaireDavis@deantrustwigan.co.uk Year 8 – SarahWilks@deantrustwigan.co.uk

Year 9 – NicolaPye@deantrustwigan.co.uk Year 10 – NicolaCadman@deantrustwigan.co.uk

Year 11 – LiamHenry@deantrustwigan.co.uk

mailto:ClaireDavis@deantrustwigan.co.uk
mailto:SarahWilks@deantrustwigan.co.uk
mailto:NicolaPye@deantrustwigan.co.uk
mailto:NicolaCadman@deantrustwigan.co.uk
mailto:LiamHenry@deantrustwigan.co.uk


National Careers Week 2021

Assembly Monday

• Y7 - 8 - skills and qualities.

• Y9 - 11 - the fourth Industrial Revolution and LMI.

PDC - Y7-11

• Tuesday - buzz quiz.

• Wednesday - explore Icould videos.

• Friday - exit survey.

Lunchtime drop ins - Y7-11

• Monday, Wednesday, Friday - GM Higher ASK us. Two trained student ambassadors to 

discuss any questions relating to HE/FE.

• Tuesday and Thursday - DTW careers advisor. Level 6 trained advisor to chat about 

any careers related questions.

Careers in the curriculum 

• All KS3 pupils will receive two lessons which focus on CEIAG within a subject area.

• English/Performance - Year 7

• Maths /Tech - Year 8

• Science/Hums  - Year 9

• Lesson starter Y7-11: All lessons will begin with a slide which outlines what the teacher 

studied at school, FE/HE route, previous jobs, strongest skill and inspiration. Designs to 

generate discussion.

Industry spotlight – Law - Y7-11

An online session designed to inspire and raise aspirations. 4th March at 1pm. Organised 

and run by Ben Smith and Manchester Utd foundation.

Virtual Careers Fairs

• STEM

• National Careers Week

• Meet your future



National Careers Week 2021

Meet Your Future: National Careers Week will host a series of exciting sessions to inspire 

young people about the different industries, roles and careers within GM and how they link 

to the subjects they are studying.

An exciting panel will form part of the talks starting at 9am. As well as hearing the brilliant 

stories these individuals have to tell about their lives, there will also be the opportunity for 

young people to ask their own questions. 

Click here to register.

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/meet-your-future-national-careers-week-gm-2021-tickets-142074979087
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Special Educational Needs 

and Disabilities

Useful SEND resources to support with 

literacy and numeracy:

www.2simple.com/purple-mash/

www.phonicsplay.co.uk

Ruth Miskin Training YouTube

Reading Wise

www.whiterosemaths.com/

Bedrock Learning

www.mathswithparents.com

To support cognition and learning:

The Send Cast

www.spaghettibrain.co.uk

Wellbeing:

Mind

www.healios.org.uk/services/thinkninja1

www.youngminds.org.uk

SEND: apps and games (Apps must be 

downloaded onto a compatible device)

Brain Parade:

www.brainparade.com/products/see-

touch-learn-free

HelpKidzLearn:

www.helpkidzlearn.com

Visuals2Go: www.visuals2go.com
Keep up to date with all guidance relating to 

coronavirus on the HM Government website and 

NHS website.  

https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-

19/

https://www.youtube.com/c/deantrustwigan
https://twitter.com/DeanTrustWigan
http://www.instagram.com/deantrustwigan
http://www.2simple.com/purple-mash/
http://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCo7fbLgY2oA_cFCIg9GdxtQ?mc_cid=5b8869f543&mc_eid=6974981631
http://www.readingwise.com/coronavirus-support
http://www.whiterosemaths.com/
http://www.bedrocklearning.org/coronavirus-support/
http://www.mathswithparents.com/
http://www.thesendcast.com/sendcast-episodes/
http://www.spaghettibrain.co.uk/
http://www.mind.org.uk/information-support/tips-for-everyday-living/relaxation/relaxation-tips
http://www.healios.org.uk/services/thinkninja1
http://www.youngminds.org.uk/
http://www.brainparade.com/products/see-touch-learn-free
http://www.helpkidzlearn.com/
http://www.visuals2go.com/
https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus%20%20https:/www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/
https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/


Mental Health

Wigan NHS mental health crisis line – 01942 636395

NSPCC - https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/childrens-mental-health/

Mind Ed - https://www.minded.org.uk/

NHS Every Mind Matters - https://www.nhs.uk/oneyou/every-mind-matters/

Recommended apps to support mental health and physical well -being  

https://www.nhs.uk/oneyou/apps/

MENCAP Helpful advice and information for people with a learning disability and families

https://www.mencap.org.uk/advice-and-support/health/coronavirus-covid-19

Rise Above - https://riseabove.org.uk/

Government advice - https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-on-

supporting-children-and-young-peoples-mental-health-and-wellbeing/guidance-for-parents-and-

carers-on-supporting-children-and-young-peoples-mental-health-and-wellbeing-during-the-

coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak

Information for children about Covid-19

Children’s guide to coronavirus – Children’s commissioner 

https://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/publication/childrens-guide-to-coronavirus/

‘My hero is you’ a story book which can be downloaded free of charge. 

https://interagencystandingcommittee.org/iasc-reference-group-mental-health-and-

psychosocial-support-emergency-settings/my-hero-you

Internet safety

Internet Matters - https://www.internetmatters.org

NSPCC - https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/

Think U Know - https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/

If children need to speak to someone

Childline - https://www.childline.org.uk/ 08001111 (9am – midnight)

Shout - https://www.giveusashout.org Text ‘SHOUT’ to 85258 to be put in touch with a trained 

crisis volunteer

The Mix – https://www.themix.org.uk/ 0808 808 4994 Free information and support for Under 

25s

Physical well – being

Change 4 Life - https://www.nhs.uk/change4life NHS - https://www.nhs.uk/oneyou/for-your-

body/

Useful helplines and websites

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/childrens-mental-health/
https://www.minded.org.uk/
https://www.nhs.uk/oneyou/every-mind-matters/
https://www.nhs.uk/oneyou/apps/
https://www.mencap.org.uk/advice-and-support/health/coronavirus-covid-19
https://riseabove.org.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-on-supporting-children-and-young-peoples-mental-health-and-wellbeing/guidance-for-parents-and-carers-on-supporting-children-and-young-peoples-mental-health-and-wellbeing-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak
https://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/publication/childrens-guide-to-coronavirus/
https://interagencystandingcommittee.org/iasc-reference-group-mental-health-and-psychosocial-support-emergency-settings/my-hero-you
https://www.internetmatters.org/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/
https://www.childline.org.uk/
https://www.giveusashout.org/
https://www.themix.org.uk/
https://www.nhs.uk/change4life
https://www.nhs.uk/oneyou/for-your-body/
https://www.nhs.uk/oneyou/every-mind-matters/
https://interagencystandingcommittee.org/iasc-reference-group-mental-health-and-psychosocial-support-emergency-settings/my-hero-you
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/
https://www.childline.org.uk/
https://www.mencap.org.uk/advice-and-support/health/coronavirus-covid-19

