
Headteacher Message

Friday 5th March 2021 Week 23

Dear Parents and Carers

We are looking forward to welcoming children back to school next week. 

Our team of staff have spent today planning exciting activities for pupils on 

their return. 

OFSTED

Two of Her Majesty’s Inspectors undertook a one day section 8 inspection 

on Tuesday. We are not permitted to publicise the outcome until the report is confirmed. However, 

I can say we are very pleased with the feedback and I will share the report with you as soon as I 

receive it. I am very pleased with the progress our team and pupils are making. Thank you to 

parents and pupils who spoke with inspectors – you were amazing!

Return To School

Please see my letter regarding reopening school to all pupils. The letter details our arrangements 

for pupils next week, including our approach to testing. If any families would like to speak with us 

about any issues with replacing uniform that no longer fits and require support, do not hesitate to 

contact us. When we return to school the protocols will be as we left them: high standards of 

behaviour, good learning habits, polite to staff and peers, regular hand washing, pupils learning in 

zones and teachers moving whilst pupils remain in a room. Your child’s Head of Year will provide 

reminders of how things worked pre-Christmas, the routes around school and what your child 

should do. These protocols remain the bedrock of keeping us infection free and at school. As does  

your vigilance and selflessness in keeping your child away from school if you are at all doubtful 

about their health, or the health of anyone in the family. We did this well in the second part of the 

autumn term. Please contact school if you have any concerns and we will talk you through the 

best plan to keep your child and their classmates well. One change is that masks must be worn at 

all times in the building, including teaching rooms. It will be wise for your child always to have a 

spare. We ask that masks are plain and un-patterned/without logos. Whilst wearing these all day  

will be a burden, it is with the advantage of being back in school. The Government has said this 

will be reviewed at Easter, so it may be for just a few weeks.

Dr Kathy Weston Online Workshop

We have arranged for Dr Kathy Weston to run a workshop next week on how parents can support 

children following lockdown. We hope this is of great use. Please click the link for joining details. 

The workshop is fantastic and I have put it to use already with my three children. 

Wigan Post

We featured in the Wigan Post last weekend and we will feature again this weekend. The article 

shows the great work both of our Wigan schools have done in the lockdown.

https://www.deantrustwigan.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/7/2021/03/DTW-JHE-Letter-to-parents-carers-re-return-to-school-08.03.21-inc-Wigan-Council-Letter.pdf
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_y9okCXfsRme_wlB8XIO7kg


National Careers Week

National Careers Week (NCW) is a celebration 

of careers guidance across the UK. The aim is to 

help support young people leaving education, 

linking education with the world of employment to 

ensure students get an important insight to the 

future of work and further learning. 

Better informed students result in better 

decision making.

At Dean Trust Wigan our aim is that every pupil leaves the school well prepared for the 

next stage in their career. Pupils should be well informed when making subject and 

career decisions post 16 and post 18. We want pupils to be inspired and motivated to 

fulfil their potential. Therefore we have fully embraced National Careers Week 2021 and 

organised some fantastic activities/events for our pupils.

We started the week with each year group receiving an assembly which focussed on 

skills/qualities future employers may want to see and what the fourth industrial revolution 

is and why it will impact on the type of jobs which may exist in the future!

Pupils were invited to a number of virtual careers fairs.

My Future Self virtual fair: 

This event enabled our pupils to listen to speakers from businesses across the Greater 

Manchester area about what employment and business opportunities there are in this 

area.

National Careers Week virtual fair:

This event had over 60 providers from a number of different industry sectors available to 

speak to live or listen to podcasts regarding their organisations, routes into it and 

progression.

STEM virtual fair

Pupils were invited to listen to employers/employees from industries focussed on 

Science, Technology, Engineering and Maths.

All of these fairs are still open to access. Please use the links which are in the year group 

Google Classroom page.

https://www.deantrustwigan.co.uk/parents-pupils/information-advice-guidance/careers/
https://nationalcareersweek.com/


National Careers Week

Pupils have been able to explore a huge 

number of videos from a vast array of 

different industries. In the videos real 

employers/employees in these areas talk about 

what their day-to-day role is really like and the 

qualification needed to go into that career.

We have also asked all of our pupils to try a 

number of career quizzes, such as the SACU 

and Buzz quizzes. These quizzes identify areas of study and careers which they think 

would be best suited to you based on the answers you give. They are very accurate as 

our staff have also completed them and they have correctly identified degree subjects 

and past jobs we have had!

Pupils were also invited to lunchtime drop-ins every day. These drop-ins were hosted by 

student ambassadors from GM Higher who were on hand to answer questions in relation 

to Post 16 and Post 18 study. Pupils could also attend drop-ins to meet Dean Trust 

Wigan's new careers adviser and ask any career related question they wanted! 

Every lesson this week has started with the class teacher sharing their own career 

pathway. They have outlined the qualifications they have gained along with the skills 

gained and what other jobs they have had. DTW teachers are a varied lot! We have had 

ex-waitresses, fashion buyers, shop assistants, farmers and many more! This has 

generated lots of discussion from pupils about how they got into these roles or teaching 

itself.

Pupils in KS3 have also received at least two lessons which have focussed on a 

particular subject and the skills and careers this may lead to. Pupils have looked at how 

English can be a very useful subject to have if you want to enter the career of journalism 

or how geography can prepare you for a role as a solicitor.

Dean Trust Wigan has also launched our Alumni. We want past pupils to help us inspire 

and support our current pupils. We feel that the experiences our past pupils have will 

help to motivate and inspire our current pupils and make them feel more confident in 

making decisions about their future.

If you wish to join our Alumni or want any 

further information regarding CEIAG please 

contact the careers leader Mrs Cadman on 

01942 511987 or visit our website.

https://www.deantrustwigan.co.uk/parents-pupils/information-advice-guidance/careers/
https://gmhigher.ac.uk/


It is very important, especially in the current situation, that the school has your correct 

details such as phone numbers, email addresses and postal address. 

Please contact school with any updates.

01942 511987 

DTWOffice@deantrustwigan.co.uk

Are Your Contact Details Correct?

Enrichment opportunities outside of lesson time 

will be crucial for the recovery of our young 

people. Not just physically but both mentally and 

socially. Their voice is important and needed 

more than ever for an effective ECA programme 

based on their needs and wants. Please 

encourage your son/daughter to complete the 

ECA student voice questionnaire.

Extra Curricular Activities Pupil Voice

Star Bakers

Last week Year 8 pupils were tasked with making Millie's Cookies. Here are some 

examples from Olivia (red plate), Martha (round wire) and Alexis (square wire).

Bethany Year 10 also made some amazing chocolate 

pancakes while Nicholas Year 7 made some lovely cookies.

mailto:DTWOffice@deantrustwigan.co.uk
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScdd5FNjh5D4CuN6ueqa_mQR2XLQAqen3MIm7Ec49HB-MhWtw/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScdd5FNjh5D4CuN6ueqa_mQR2XLQAqen3MIm7Ec49HB-MhWtw/viewform


There is a fantastic opportunity for all Year 11 pupils this summer with NCS. 

The NCS programme offers young people, aged 16-17, a once in a lifetime opportunity 

to do something meaningful with their summer break, as well as a chance to develop 

skills and take on new challenges that will set them up for adult life. They'll also do 

something good for their local community, carrying out a project to support a cause they 

care about. We've seen first-hand what an amazing feeling of accomplishment and 

increased confidence this brings. Last August, teenagers on NCS donated 200,000 

hours of their time to help rebuild their communities after the first lockdown, showing 

what a difference young people can make when they work together towards a goal.

Please follow the link to a letter to parents and a video to watch with your child.

National Citizen Service Opportunity

Over half-term, students and teachers were set a scavenger 

hunt challenge by the DTW PE department to find as many items 

as possible from the scavenger hunt checklists. 

There were 40 items to find in total and required pupils and 

staff to immerse in nature to find each one. A few examples of 

items to find included: animals, streams, flowers, birds and insects.

We had an extremely positive response from both students 

and staff, and it was lovely to see so many fantastic pictures 

submitted!

The PE department would like to say a big well done and 

thank you to all those who took part. We would like to say a 

massive well done to year 7 who found the most items! 

We would also like to congratulate Lelan Y7, Joseph Y7 and 

Kyle Y10 who as individuals found all 40 items! 

Great effort, well done boys.

Half-Term Scavenger Hunt Challenge 

https://www.deantrustwigan.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/7/2021/03/NCS-Letter-01-Mar-21.docx.pdf


Elysha Year 11 wrote this piece in celebration of World Book Day. Could you imagine a 

world without a library?

World Book Day

Heinz decide to increase their current tins of beans by
𝟏

𝟔
to the 

new weight of 595g.

What was the weight of the tins of beans before the increase?

Last week’s answer: 44 shops

Maths Mastery Problem

Books.

The wonderful escape into worlds I will never have the chance 

to visit. The first peek into someone’s mind, their every thought, 

every movement and action laid out on a silver platter for you to 

see and pick out your favourite.

Books have always been something that I cherished since 

learning to read, finding words more precious than a rare stone. Books are an 

expression of your imagination, just with a few simple words you can be transported 

anywhere.

Every day my admiration for books leads me to this place: the library. Not just any 

library but one with no owner. It is flooded with its own identity from the piles of books 

on the shelves, each creating a tower - a huge castle of knowledge and fiction. The 

books are lined like old bricks decorating the walls and are covered in dust but you can 

just make out the titles. Nobody knows why this place was abandoned. Maybe it is the 

technological world of today. Maybe people have given up with reading. Does anyone 

even care what has happened to this lone library left here to rot? I want to unfold all of 

the untold treasures and see if I can find just a crumb of hope that reading is still as 

important to people.

Full of excitement I arrive at the antique brass doors; my feet bounce in rhythm with the 

1000s of words on the pages of the books that wait patiently, as though they are 

expecting me. With one fragile push the door swallows me and submerges me into 

wonderland. As I move through, the books tower over me with delight and anticipation. 

The soothing, twilight sun reflects through the glass ceiling releasing a rainbow of 

shadows in all directions. Warmth fills me from head to toe and I can feel the red glow 

of satisfaction on my cheeks as my eyes dart around the room in a dance of 

excitement. A room filled with great loves of past and present, chilling tales of murder 

and corruption, great leaders of young and old and with that my hunt begins…



Discover Your Next Book

One of the most powerful ways to escape is to immerse yourself in a good book. 

You’ll find two book recommendations below from our very own English Department.

Key Stage 3 (Years 7, 8 and 9) 

Chinese Cinderella: Adeline Yen Mah

This book really inspired me and showed me that we are capable 

of more than we think if we put our mind to it. This book is a true 

story based on a young Chinese girl, Adeline Yen Mah. Born in an 

affluent Chinese family, her life begins tragically. Adeline’s mother 

died shortly after her birth due to complications brought on by the 

delivery, marking her as cursed, or ‘bad luck’, by her siblings. 

Things only get worse when her father remarries a woman who 

despises the children and creates an awful home environment. 

Despite this, Adeline is an extremely intelligent girl trying exceedingly 

hard at school, desperate to prove her worth. From the start to the 

finish, I felt like I was experiencing the journey with Adeline. 

I began to loathe her step-mother for treating her in such an ill 

manner and the hardship she intentionally created. At the same time, I was rooting for 

Adeline, desperate for her to achieve the success she deserved; at times I thought this 

was impossible but her inspiring resilience and commitment showed otherwise. 

This book is ideal for any student who is interested in discovering more about different 

cultures, anyone who themselves struggles to keep committed and have a positive 

mindset when the going really can get tough! This book really helped to increase my 

understanding of the struggles young people go through, and have been through, and 

how it may vary between cultures. I often think of Adeline when I experience challenges 

knowing that my own mindset massively influences the outcome.

Miss Sidra Yousef

Key Stage 4 (Years 10 and 11)

The Time Traveller's Wife: Audrey Niffenegger

‘What superpower would you have if you were a superhero?’ is a 

game we have all played at one point or another. Audrey 

Niffenegger’s remarkable story explores the ability of one man to 

travel through time, something that appears to be more of a curse 

than a power. The title character, Clare, receives visits from the 

mysterious time traveller, Henry, throughout the entirety of her 

childhood. When they both finally meet as adults however, Henry 

has not yet travelled back to meet young Clare and so has no 

idea who she is. The at times hilarious and often incredibly 

moving story tracks their unique romance as Henry struggles with 

the time travelling caused by his one-of-a-kind genetic disorder 

and Clare’s attempts to live her life with a husband who could 

disappear from the present at any moment. I challenge you to make it to the end of this 

novel with a dry eye - I certainly couldn’t!

Mrs Dawber-Taylor



@DeanTrustWigan @DeanTrustWigan DeanTrustWigan
1,278 Followers 1,088 Followers 231 Subscribers

Special Educational Needs 

and Disabilities

Useful SEND resources to support with 

literacy and numeracy:

www.2simple.com/purple-mash/

www.phonicsplay.co.uk

Ruth Miskin Training YouTube

Reading Wise

www.whiterosemaths.com/

Bedrock Learning

www.mathswithparents.com

To support cognition and learning:

The Send Cast

www.spaghettibrain.co.uk

Wellbeing:

Mind

www.healios.org.uk/services/thinkninja1

www.youngminds.org.uk

SEND: apps and games (Apps must be 

downloaded onto a compatible device)

Brain Parade:

www.brainparade.com/products/see-

touch-learn-free

HelpKidzLearn:

www.helpkidzlearn.com

Visuals2Go: www.visuals2go.com
Keep up to date with all guidance relating to 

coronavirus on the HM Government website and 

NHS website.  

https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-

19/

Cake Correction
Last week we incorrectly published a pupil’s 

name against the wrong cake. We apologise 

and the correct names and cakes are shown 

below.

Rowan Year 7 Charlie Year 8

https://www.youtube.com/c/deantrustwigan
https://twitter.com/DeanTrustWigan
http://www.instagram.com/deantrustwigan
http://www.2simple.com/purple-mash/
http://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCo7fbLgY2oA_cFCIg9GdxtQ?mc_cid=5b8869f543&mc_eid=6974981631
http://www.readingwise.com/coronavirus-support
http://www.whiterosemaths.com/
http://www.bedrocklearning.org/coronavirus-support/
http://www.mathswithparents.com/
http://www.thesendcast.com/sendcast-episodes/
http://www.spaghettibrain.co.uk/
http://www.mind.org.uk/information-support/tips-for-everyday-living/relaxation/relaxation-tips
http://www.healios.org.uk/services/thinkninja1
http://www.youngminds.org.uk/
http://www.brainparade.com/products/see-touch-learn-free
http://www.helpkidzlearn.com/
http://www.visuals2go.com/
https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus%20%20https:/www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/
https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/


Mental Health

Wigan NHS mental health crisis line – 01942 636395

NSPCC - https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/childrens-mental-health/

Mind Ed - https://www.minded.org.uk/

NHS Every Mind Matters - https://www.nhs.uk/oneyou/every-mind-matters/

Recommended apps to support mental health and physical well -being  

https://www.nhs.uk/oneyou/apps/

MENCAP Helpful advice and information for people with a learning disability and families

https://www.mencap.org.uk/advice-and-support/health/coronavirus-covid-19

Rise Above - https://riseabove.org.uk/

Government advice - https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-on-

supporting-children-and-young-peoples-mental-health-and-wellbeing/guidance-for-parents-and-

carers-on-supporting-children-and-young-peoples-mental-health-and-wellbeing-during-the-

coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak

Information for children about Covid-19

Children’s guide to coronavirus – Children’s commissioner 

https://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/publication/childrens-guide-to-coronavirus/

‘My hero is you’ a story book which can be downloaded free of charge. 

https://interagencystandingcommittee.org/iasc-reference-group-mental-health-and-

psychosocial-support-emergency-settings/my-hero-you

Internet safety

Internet Matters - https://www.internetmatters.org

NSPCC - https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/

Think U Know - https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/

If children need to speak to someone

Childline - https://www.childline.org.uk/ 08001111 (9am – midnight)

Shout - https://www.giveusashout.org Text ‘SHOUT’ to 85258 to be put in touch with a trained 

crisis volunteer

The Mix – https://www.themix.org.uk/ 0808 808 4994 Free information and support for Under 

25s

Physical well – being

Change 4 Life - https://www.nhs.uk/change4life NHS - https://www.nhs.uk/oneyou/for-your-

body/

Useful helplines and websites

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/childrens-mental-health/
https://www.minded.org.uk/
https://www.nhs.uk/oneyou/every-mind-matters/
https://www.nhs.uk/oneyou/apps/
https://www.mencap.org.uk/advice-and-support/health/coronavirus-covid-19
https://riseabove.org.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-on-supporting-children-and-young-peoples-mental-health-and-wellbeing/guidance-for-parents-and-carers-on-supporting-children-and-young-peoples-mental-health-and-wellbeing-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak
https://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/publication/childrens-guide-to-coronavirus/
https://interagencystandingcommittee.org/iasc-reference-group-mental-health-and-psychosocial-support-emergency-settings/my-hero-you
https://www.internetmatters.org/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/
https://www.childline.org.uk/
https://www.giveusashout.org/
https://www.themix.org.uk/
https://www.nhs.uk/change4life
https://www.nhs.uk/oneyou/for-your-body/
https://www.nhs.uk/oneyou/every-mind-matters/
https://interagencystandingcommittee.org/iasc-reference-group-mental-health-and-psychosocial-support-emergency-settings/my-hero-you
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/
https://www.childline.org.uk/
https://www.mencap.org.uk/advice-and-support/health/coronavirus-covid-19

