
Headteacher Message

Friday 19th March 2021 Week 25

Dear Parents and Carers

This week was our first full week with all pupils back in school. There was a 

real buzz around school and it was good to see so many smiling faces – both 

pupils and staff.

Home Testing

We have now completed our three tests for pupils who have taken part 

in the onsite testing. These pupils will be taking home their testing kits and instructions along with 

a letter containing useful information. Please read the letter carefully so that you and your 

son/daughter have all the knowledge needed to conduct home testing. If you have any problems, 

please get in touch with us and we will help as much as we can. Our staff support team have 

conducted over 1500 tests in the last two weeks. Many schools bought testing teams in to 

undertake this work. However our staff team volunteered to do the job so our pupils had friendly 

faces in what can be a worrying process for some children. I am very proud of the job they 

have done.

Options Deadline

The deadline for Year 9 options is today, 19th March, and I’d like to thank all parents and carers 

who have helped pupils complete their choices. We will confirm pupil learning pathways in the 

coming weeks for Year 9 pupils. 

Year 11 Pupils

We have our Trust exams on the horizon. Year 11 pupils should use the next few weeks to 

prepare at home in the evenings and weekends to ensure they can evidence their knowledge and 

understanding. Mr Brown will be issuing personalised revision and preparation timetables for 

pupils next week. Some useful tools to assist pupils can be found on the BBC, GCSE Pod and our 

website.

Stay At Home Guidance

A number of pupils have arrived in school and then been sent home due to a positive COVID case 

being confirmed in their household. Please can I remind parents and carers that if any member of 

a household is showing symptoms, all members of the household must isolate until a negative test 

result is received. This helps keep our community safe. You can find the latest information on the 

government website.

Personal Development Curriculum

This week we have been focusing on charity and what this means to our pupils. We have been 

looking at the variety of ways that pupils can contribute to the great work done by charities across 

the country. Our very own Year 8M are even doing a spot of fund raising with a sponsored silence 

– they assure me they are confident in their ability to meet the challenge!

Have a good and safe weekend.

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/articles/z6pv3k7
https://www.gcsepod.com/
http://www.deantrustwigan.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/7/2021/03/DTW-Revision-Guide..pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/stay-at-home-guidance-for-households-with-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection#symptoms


Thursday was the final day of 

our mass pupil onsite testing 

programme. Twice weekly 

Lateral Flow Device (LFD) testing 

is fundamental in helping to keep 

our school community safe. All 

consenting pupils who have had 

three onsite LFD tests will be given 

their home testing kits today so 

that they can start twice weekly 

testing next week. We have 

issued instructions with each test 

and these can also be found on our website. There are also a number of useful videos

on how to carry out your home LFD test.

Please note that the tests are for asymptomatic use only. If you have symptoms of 

COVID, you and your household members need to isolate and book a PCR test. If 

anyone in your household has symptoms or is positive, the normal rules in regards to 

isolation should be followed. Pupils should not come to school if anyone in their 

household has tested positive or has COVID symptoms, even if the LFD test is negative.  

Please see the government website for further information.

We must take this opportunity to say a huge thank you to our wonderful onsite testing 

team! Our team is made up entirely of our own support staff in school and they have 

been simply amazing in ensuring we have been able to adhere to government guidelines 

in the mass testing of staff and pupils in readiness for the home testing process.

From the building of our centre, which took our site team only 2 days to put together, the 

cleaning teams which have kept the testing centre and our school spotlessly sanitised, 

the professional and nurturing environment created by the test assistants to ensure our 

staff and pupils were put at ease during the process, the super-efficient registration, 

processing and recording of the tests and not forgetting our fabulous pastoral teams who 

have been fundamental in ensuring all pupils were back in lessons as soon as their test 

was done. We are so proud of each and every one of our colleagues.

Testing Success

895 staff tests 
since January

1334 pupil tests 
since 8th March

https://www.deantrustwigan.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/7/2021/03/Home-Testing-Letter-19.03.21.pdf
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/av/health-56326456
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/stay-at-home-guidance-for-households-with-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection#symptoms


Stay At Home Guidance For Households With Possible Or 
Confirmed COVID-19 Infection

It is important that parents and carers ensure they follow the latest government guidance 

in relation to self isolating with possible or confirmed cases of COVID-19. The latest 

government guidance can be found on the website but there are three main reasons to 

self isolate:

• people with symptoms that may be caused by COVID-19, including those who are 

waiting for a test

• people who have received a positive COVID-19 test result (whether or not they have 

symptoms)

• people who currently live in the same household as someone with COVID-19 

symptoms, or with someone who has tested positive for COVID-19

Year 10 Investigate Plastics

Ever had that moment where you’ve got the shopping 

all in the bag just for it to break on you and have all 

your groceries everywhere? 

Well Year 10 have been investigating just how much 

mass you can put into a bag in a different way! 

They’ve been creating their own experiment and 

testing their methods. 

The students made plastic strips the same size and 

added masses to them to test which was the 

strongest. Some very loud bangs were heard as the 

masses fell but it definitely tested their risk 

assessment. Next week they’ll be investigating how 

the temperature of a ball affects the height it 

bounces. Well done Year 10!

Bags Of  Help

A partnership between Dean Trust Wigan and the Manchester United Foundation has 

continued to grow as we have moved into the fourth year. 

The Manchester United Foundation have teamed up with Fareshare to deliver food 

parcels to families at Dean Trust Wigan. Over 250 food hampers have been delivered to 

date by school staff. If you would like to be added to the distribution list, please call 

school on 01942 511987.

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/stay-at-home-guidance-for-households-with-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection#symptoms


Catering Update And Free School Meals

We are pleased to announce that this week saw the return 

of our catering service for all pupils. As we currently operate 

from numerous serveries (to ensure pupils do not mix year 

group bubbles) the menu choices are reduced. However, 

there will always be a hot choice, pasta king and snack 

choice as well as jacket potatoes and a variety of 

sandwiches at each servery.

As a ‘cashless’ school, payment for school meals must 

be made via ParentPay.

“We’re looking forward to getting back into the kitchen again, 

to cook our tasty Mellors meals and encourage more 

children to choose a nutritious meal at school. Take a look 

at our YouTube video” – Mellors Catering Team.

If you think your child is eligible for free school meals please apply via Wigan Council.

Year 9 Structures And Enterprise

One of the challenges set for Year 9 was to create a paper 

straw tower. The equipment that they had at their disposal 

was 10 straws and 50cms of Sellotape. 

They were able to use their enterprise skills to utilise their 

“£50” to buy extra resources. However, this affected their 

end points total. 

The winning group built a unique structure that measured 

1.8m tall, still smaller than Mr Brown but a very 

good effort! This was the first structure that used a tripod 

structure and worked brilliantly. 

One of the models was a Totten pole of triangles which looked amazing, however it failed 

to survive the full build and collapsed. Excellent effort all around though. Well done! 

This week the PDC theme was charity. Year 7 have been discussing what the word 

‘charity’ means to them and the events and volunteering they could do to support the 

many charities who have had a difficult year. Next half-term, with the potential easing of 

restrictions, the year group are eager to plan and execute runs, silences, readathons 

and bake sales among many other ideas in order to support their chosen charity. This is 

something that has been replicated across the other year groups in the school.

Additionally, in support of Red Nose Day on Friday the teachers have prepared their 

best jokes and published them on their classroom doors to spread cheer across the 

hallways of Dean Trust Wigan.

PDC Theme: Charity

https://www.parentpay.com/
https://www.deantrustwigan.co.uk/parents-pupils/school-meals/
https://www.wigan.gov.uk/Resident/Benefit-Grants/Free-school-meals.aspx


Get Involved With Our Extra Curricular Activities

MUGA



@DeanTrustWigan @DeanTrustWigan DeanTrustWigan
1,278 Followers 1,088 Followers 231 Subscribers

Special Educational Needs 

and Disabilities

Useful SEND resources to support with 

literacy and numeracy:

www.2simple.com/purple-mash/

www.phonicsplay.co.uk

Ruth Miskin Training YouTube

Reading Wise

www.whiterosemaths.com/

Bedrock Learning

www.mathswithparents.com

To support cognition and learning:

The Send Cast

www.spaghettibrain.co.uk

Wellbeing:

Mind

www.healios.org.uk/services/thinkninja1

www.youngminds.org.uk

SEND: apps and games (Apps must be 

downloaded onto a compatible device)

Brain Parade:

www.brainparade.com/products/see-

touch-learn-free

HelpKidzLearn:

www.helpkidzlearn.com

Visuals2Go: www.visuals2go.com

Autumn Term Dates 2020 / 21

Spring Term 

Monday 22nd February 2021 

to Wednesday 31st March 2021

Summer Term

Monday 19th April 2021 

to Friday 28th May 2021

https://www.youtube.com/c/deantrustwigan
https://twitter.com/DeanTrustWigan
http://www.instagram.com/deantrustwigan
http://www.2simple.com/purple-mash/
http://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCo7fbLgY2oA_cFCIg9GdxtQ?mc_cid=5b8869f543&mc_eid=6974981631
http://www.readingwise.com/coronavirus-support
http://www.whiterosemaths.com/
http://www.bedrocklearning.org/coronavirus-support/
http://www.mathswithparents.com/
http://www.thesendcast.com/sendcast-episodes/
http://www.spaghettibrain.co.uk/
http://www.mind.org.uk/information-support/tips-for-everyday-living/relaxation/relaxation-tips
http://www.healios.org.uk/services/thinkninja1
http://www.youngminds.org.uk/
http://www.brainparade.com/products/see-touch-learn-free
http://www.helpkidzlearn.com/
http://www.visuals2go.com/
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/a-level-virtual-open-events-tickets-142924524099
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/a-level-virtual-open-events-tickets-142924524099


Mental Health

Wigan NHS mental health crisis line – 01942 636395

NSPCC - https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/childrens-mental-health/

Mind Ed - https://www.minded.org.uk/

NHS Every Mind Matters - https://www.nhs.uk/oneyou/every-mind-matters/

Recommended apps to support mental health and physical well -being  

https://www.nhs.uk/oneyou/apps/

MENCAP Helpful advice and information for people with a learning disability and families

https://www.mencap.org.uk/advice-and-support/health/coronavirus-covid-19

Rise Above - https://riseabove.org.uk/

Government advice - https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-on-

supporting-children-and-young-peoples-mental-health-and-wellbeing/guidance-for-parents-and-

carers-on-supporting-children-and-young-peoples-mental-health-and-wellbeing-during-the-

coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak

Information for children about Covid-19

Children’s guide to coronavirus – Children’s commissioner 

https://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/publication/childrens-guide-to-coronavirus/

‘My hero is you’ a story book which can be downloaded free of charge. 

https://interagencystandingcommittee.org/iasc-reference-group-mental-health-and-

psychosocial-support-emergency-settings/my-hero-you

Internet safety

Internet Matters - https://www.internetmatters.org

NSPCC - https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/

Think U Know - https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/

If children need to speak to someone

Childline - https://www.childline.org.uk/ 08001111 (9am – midnight)

Shout - https://www.giveusashout.org Text ‘SHOUT’ to 85258 to be put in touch with a trained 

crisis volunteer

The Mix – https://www.themix.org.uk/ 0808 808 4994 Free information and support for Under 

25s

Physical well – being

Change 4 Life - https://www.nhs.uk/change4life NHS - https://www.nhs.uk/oneyou/for-your-

body/

Useful helplines and websites

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/childrens-mental-health/
https://www.minded.org.uk/
https://www.nhs.uk/oneyou/every-mind-matters/
https://www.nhs.uk/oneyou/apps/
https://www.mencap.org.uk/advice-and-support/health/coronavirus-covid-19
https://riseabove.org.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-on-supporting-children-and-young-peoples-mental-health-and-wellbeing/guidance-for-parents-and-carers-on-supporting-children-and-young-peoples-mental-health-and-wellbeing-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak
https://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/publication/childrens-guide-to-coronavirus/
https://interagencystandingcommittee.org/iasc-reference-group-mental-health-and-psychosocial-support-emergency-settings/my-hero-you
https://www.internetmatters.org/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/
https://www.childline.org.uk/
https://www.giveusashout.org/
https://www.themix.org.uk/
https://www.nhs.uk/change4life
https://www.nhs.uk/oneyou/for-your-body/
https://www.nhs.uk/oneyou/every-mind-matters/
https://interagencystandingcommittee.org/iasc-reference-group-mental-health-and-psychosocial-support-emergency-settings/my-hero-you
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/
https://www.childline.org.uk/
https://www.mencap.org.uk/advice-and-support/health/coronavirus-covid-19

