
Headteacher Message

Friday 23rd April 2021 Week 28

Dear parents, carers, pupils and friends of Dean Trust Wigan. 

Instrumental Music Tuition for Year 7

I am delighted to inform you that we have started a unique offer in 

Wigan for Year 7 pupils. We are undertaking a pilot to provide free 

music private tuition lessons for all Year 7 pupils. The aim is to get 

pupils involved in experiencing learning an instrument. This can then 

lead to the option to continue to purchase or have subsidised lessons in higher year 

groups. Lessons started this week for pupils in drums, singing and piano, with guitar 

lessons starting next week. Pupils will also have chance to put their new skills to the test 

as part of the new year 7 rock / pop band after school every Thursday! 

I ACHIEVE Awards at DTW

I ACHIEVE is our new awards scheme which will be used to acknowledge and develop a 

child’s learning habits. I ACHIEVE is based upon the idea of growth mindset, where all 

abilities can be developed through dedication and hard work. 

Each half-term, pupils will be rewarded for demonstrating achievement. The level of 

achievement made will be branded with different colours to give clear indication of the 

impact a pupil is having on themselves. Achievement is monitored and used to provide 

acknowledgement, motivation or intervention where required. 

The information on our I ACHIEVE system also features in our reports to parents. It will 

become an integral part of life at Dean Trust Wigan and we will provide further information 

in the next two weeks on what this will look like for pupils and parents.

GCSEs Year 11

A number of pupils attended Easter revision for mock exams in school or remotely. It was 

pleasing to see so many pupils engaging in this essential preparation to prepare for 

Teacher Assessments for GCSEs. 

Mock exams will start next week. A letter will be sent to parents of Year 11 pupils to 

explain the evidence gathering process being used for this years GCSE awards. 

Continued on next page



Attendance

Dean Trust Wigan is working in partnership with parents and Wigan Council to 

encourage children back into school following several very difficult months for parents 

and schools. We would like to thank parents for the work they have done in ensuring 

children have received an education during this period. Now the circumstances have 

changed, it is vital for all children to attend school to minimise as far as possible the 

longer-term impact of the pandemic on their education, wellbeing and wider 

development. We know that children have missed being with their friends and the wider 

social aspects of school. Missing out on more time in the classroom risks pupils falling 

further behind. Those with higher overall absence tend to achieve less in both primary 

and secondary school. School attendance is compulsory. 

This means that unless parents are formally notified of a local/national lockdown where 

schools are closed, the usual rules on school attendance apply, including:

• parents’ duty to send their child to school regularly where they are of compulsory 

school age.

• parents’ duty to ensure pupils attend school at the start time (in school no later than 

8.35am, lessons begin at 8.40am).

• schools’ responsibilities to record attendance and follow up absence.

• the availability of the school and local authorities to use legal sanctions, including 

penalty notices and prosecution in court.

If your child cannot attend school please contact us to discuss this. The school has 

specialist staff who may be able to help and all schools work closely with health and 

council teams who may also be able to help if needed.

Learning Habits and Behaviour Expectations

Please take the time to read and share our minimum expectation for learning habits with 

your child. 

• I am ready to learn, I’m respectful to others and I behave safely.

• My work is completed.

• I am always on task in lessons.

• I act upon teacher feedback on my learning or my responses to questions.

Please take time to read and share with your child our guidelines on unacceptable 

behaviours which we will take strong action with if demonstrated. These behaviours will 

lead to removal from mainstream classes or exclusion from school. All pupils have a 

right to learn, teachers have a right to teach and all have a right to feel safe in 

classrooms. 

• I am repeatedly not ready to learn, I refuse to engage and am stopping the learning of 

others.

• I frequently ignore or contest requests from adults to be responsible and cooperate, 

and I have a negative attitude towards the value of good manners.

• I make others feel unsafe or demonstrate unsafe behaviour; through aggression, 

endangering self or others, verbal abuse, vandalism, bullying or prejudiced and 

discriminatory behaviour.

• I persistently and wilfully disrupt which contributes to reducing the learning of others. 

• I ignore or wilfully refuse instructions and walk away from staff.
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Free School Meals – Are You Eligible?

If you are on eligible benefits or your 

household income is below the government’s 

threshold, you could be eligible for free 

school meals. In addition, the school can 

also get up to £1300 to support your child’s 

education (this is called the Pupil Premium), 

but you must complete an application form.

The Pupil Premium provides funding to 

support your child’s education including help 

with the cost of school trips, music fees 

and teaching assistants.

The application is made via Wigan Council’s website and takes less than 5 minutes to 

complete depending on how many children you are claiming for. The decision will be 

made immediately unless further evidence is required.

Star Pupils

• Year 9 pupils Nicole and Kian and Year 10 pupils Chloe and 

Tendai for their fantastic Easter bakes. Great work.

• Jessica, Year 9 for her brilliant effort in science.

• Rhys, Year 10 for his really good description and examples of 

refraction in his lesson this week. Demonstrated excellent 

knowledge of the topic.

• Bradley, Year 8 for being kind to the new pupil in form.

• Joshua, Year 8 for his excellent contributions in French.

• Jake, Year 7 for his fantastic start to the term in English.

• Teri, Year 11 for excellent engagement in history.

• Olivia, Year 7 for her outstanding art book submission and 

completing all her work to the best of her ability.

• Aimee, Year 8 for being an exemplary pupil in every maths lesson 

this week.

Maths Mastery Problem

The Sierpinski triangle is a self-similar 

fractal. It consists of an equilateral triangle, 

with smaller equilateral triangles recursively 

removed from its remaining area.

Can you describe the sequence for the 

number of…

A) White triangles

B) Blue Triangles

https://finforms.wigan.gov.uk/Viewer-VicForms.asp?user=anon&Form=Wigan%20Education%20and%20Childcare%20Benefits%20Application%20(1.0).wdf
https://finforms.wigan.gov.uk/Viewer-VicForms.asp?user=anon&Form=Wigan%20Education%20and%20Childcare%20Benefits%20Application%20(1.0).wdf
https://finforms.wigan.gov.uk/Viewer-VicForms.asp?user=anon&Form=Wigan%20Education%20and%20Childcare%20Benefits%20Application%20(1.0).wdf


Dean Trust Wigan Achieves UNICEF Award 

Staff and pupils at Dean Trust Wigan have 

successfully achieved the first stage of the Rights 

Respecting Schools Award.  

The school is now Bronze:  Rights Committed.  

The UNICEF award scheme aims to put children’s 

rights at the heart of schools and embed rights of a 

child in daily school life to give children the best chance 

to lead happy, healthy lives and to be responsible, 

active citizens.

The UK Committee for UNICEF (UNICEF UK) works 

with schools in the UK to create safe and inspiring places 

to learn, where children are respected, their talents are 

nurtured and they are able to thrive. 

UNICEF UK said “The Award recognises a school’s achievement in putting the United 

Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child into practice within the school and beyond.”

Samantha Webster, Deputy Headteacher at Dean Trust Wigan said ‘We have worked 

very hard as a community to ensure children look after their wellbeing, be active 

participants, develop healthy relationships and increase self-esteem. We are beginning to 

see the positive impact of these actions on children and on the school’s ethos, practice 

and environment.’

James Haseldine, Executive Headteacher said, ‘Our children feel happier, safe and 

confident and are ready to learn.’Final Dishes of  Catering Exam

The final pupils have now completed their Hospitality and Catering practical exam. Well 

done to Moaz and Anthony. 

Moaz produced his own pitta breads with hummus followed by an Egyptian pudding called 

belila. 

Anthony made Chinese barbecue ribs followed by tiramisu. 



The BIG PE Challenge

In PE last half-term all KS3 lessons 

centred around the BIG PE team 

challenge. The event lasted 4 weeks, 

included over 100 teams and all 

pupils competed in a range of their 

favourite activities; rugby, cricket, football 

and in addition they were challenged to 

try some new sports like ultimate frisbee 

and cornhole.

The lessons provided a perfect 

opportunity to develop social skills, 

increase physical activity levels, improve 

teamwork and boost mental well-being 

by having FUN!

Pupils collected points for bringing correct PE kit, taking part in fun challenges, answering 

trivia questions, performing in sporting competitions and nominating other teams for 

displaying the six school games values - passion, self-belief, respect, honesty, 

determination and teamwork. 

Well done to everyone who worked hard in lessons to help your team be the best!

PE staff were super pleased to see so many teams displaying the school games values 

every lesson.

Congratulations to Olivia, Bella and Rosie on winning the overall prizes for collecting the 

most points from over 100 teams! Well done girls, an amazing team effort.

To find out where your team finished check out the notice board on the PE corridor.

Year 8 Girls’ Rugby Club 

The new Year 8 Girls’ Rugby Club 

starts this week on Thursdays 

after school, 3pm - 4pm.

See Miss Leitch or Mr Benjafield 

for more details.
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Special Educational Needs 

and Disabilities

Useful SEND resources to support with 

literacy and numeracy:

www.2simple.com/purple-mash/

www.phonicsplay.co.uk

Ruth Miskin Training YouTube

Reading Wise

www.whiterosemaths.com/

Bedrock Learning

www.mathswithparents.com

To support cognition and learning:

The Send Cast

www.spaghettibrain.co.uk

Wellbeing:

Mind

www.healios.org.uk/services/thinkninja1

www.youngminds.org.uk

SEND: apps and games (Apps must be 

downloaded onto a compatible device)

Brain Parade:

www.brainparade.com/products/see-

touch-learn-free

HelpKidzLearn:

www.helpkidzlearn.com

Visuals2Go: www.visuals2go.com
Keep up to date with all guidance relating to 

coronavirus on the HM Government website and 

NHS website.  

https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-

19/

It is important that all pupils taking part in home 

testing are doing twice weekly tests on Mondays 

and Thursdays.

Testing kits will be supplied by school at regular 

intervals. 

If you need additional testing kits due to ‘void’ 

results please contact school on 01942 511987.

Visit the NHS website for further information.

Home Testing

https://www.youtube.com/c/deantrustwigan
https://twitter.com/DeanTrustWigan
http://www.instagram.com/deantrustwigan
http://www.2simple.com/purple-mash/
http://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCo7fbLgY2oA_cFCIg9GdxtQ?mc_cid=5b8869f543&mc_eid=6974981631
http://www.readingwise.com/coronavirus-support
http://www.whiterosemaths.com/
http://www.bedrocklearning.org/coronavirus-support/
http://www.mathswithparents.com/
http://www.thesendcast.com/sendcast-episodes/
http://www.spaghettibrain.co.uk/
http://www.mind.org.uk/information-support/tips-for-everyday-living/relaxation/relaxation-tips
http://www.healios.org.uk/services/thinkninja1
http://www.youngminds.org.uk/
http://www.brainparade.com/products/see-touch-learn-free
http://www.helpkidzlearn.com/
http://www.visuals2go.com/
https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/testing/regular-rapid-coronavirus-tests-if-you-do-not-have-symptoms/






Mental Health

Wigan NHS mental health crisis line – 01942 636395

NSPCC - https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/childrens-mental-health/

Mind Ed - https://www.minded.org.uk/

NHS Every Mind Matters - https://www.nhs.uk/oneyou/every-mind-matters/

Recommended apps to support mental health and physical well -being  

https://www.nhs.uk/oneyou/apps/

MENCAP Helpful advice and information for people with a learning disability and families

https://www.mencap.org.uk/advice-and-support/health/coronavirus-covid-19

Rise Above - https://riseabove.org.uk/

Government advice - https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-on-

supporting-children-and-young-peoples-mental-health-and-wellbeing/guidance-for-parents-and-

carers-on-supporting-children-and-young-peoples-mental-health-and-wellbeing-during-the-

coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak

Information for children about Covid-19

Children’s guide to coronavirus – Children’s commissioner 

https://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/publication/childrens-guide-to-coronavirus/

‘My hero is you’ a story book which can be downloaded free of charge. 

https://interagencystandingcommittee.org/iasc-reference-group-mental-health-and-

psychosocial-support-emergency-settings/my-hero-you

Internet safety

Internet Matters - https://www.internetmatters.org

NSPCC - https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/

Think U Know - https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/

If children need to speak to someone

Childline - https://www.childline.org.uk/ 08001111 (9am – midnight)

Shout - https://www.giveusashout.org Text ‘SHOUT’ to 85258 to be put in touch with a trained 

crisis volunteer

The Mix – https://www.themix.org.uk/ 0808 808 4994 Free information and support for Under 

25s

Physical well – being

Change 4 Life - https://www.nhs.uk/change4life NHS - https://www.nhs.uk/oneyou/for-your-

body/

Useful helplines and websites

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/childrens-mental-health/
https://www.minded.org.uk/
https://www.nhs.uk/oneyou/every-mind-matters/
https://www.nhs.uk/oneyou/apps/
https://www.mencap.org.uk/advice-and-support/health/coronavirus-covid-19
https://riseabove.org.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-on-supporting-children-and-young-peoples-mental-health-and-wellbeing/guidance-for-parents-and-carers-on-supporting-children-and-young-peoples-mental-health-and-wellbeing-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak
https://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/publication/childrens-guide-to-coronavirus/
https://interagencystandingcommittee.org/iasc-reference-group-mental-health-and-psychosocial-support-emergency-settings/my-hero-you
https://www.internetmatters.org/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/
https://www.childline.org.uk/
https://www.giveusashout.org/
https://www.themix.org.uk/
https://www.nhs.uk/change4life
https://www.nhs.uk/oneyou/for-your-body/
https://www.nhs.uk/oneyou/every-mind-matters/
https://interagencystandingcommittee.org/iasc-reference-group-mental-health-and-psychosocial-support-emergency-settings/my-hero-you
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/
https://www.childline.org.uk/
https://www.mencap.org.uk/advice-and-support/health/coronavirus-covid-19

