
Headteacher Message

Friday 30th April 2021 Week 29

Dear parents, carers, pupils and friends of Dean Trust Wigan.

OFSTED

You may recall that Her Majestyôs Ofsted Inspectors visited Dean 

Trust Wigan on Monday 1 March 2021. During the visit they met 

with senior leaders, subject leaders, teachers, representatives of the 

Dean Trust, the Governing Body, Local Authority, parents and pupils. 

Having considered all the evidence, the Inspectors commented that ñLeaders and those 

responsible for governance are taking effective action to provide education in the current 

circumstances.ò 

We are improving rapidly and our focus is on setting high standards of learning and 

creating a good school. We still have work to do as a school community, however, I am 

pleased with the good work of our staff team and pupils over the last 12 months. 

Highlights of the findings included:

ÅThose responsible for governance have taken decisive action to strengthen senior 

leadership. Despite COVID-19 restrictions, leadersô work to improve the quality of 

curriculum planning has continued. 

ÅPupils are positive about their learning experiences during lockdown.

ÅThe school has ensured there has been a comprehensive level of support for vulnerable 

pupils during the pandemic. 

ÅSchool leaders have ensured that teachers can deliver the curriculum effectively in the 

current circumstances. 

ÅLeaders have taken appropriate actions to strengthen support for pupils with SEND and 

have provided relevant training for staff.  

ÅLeaders have worked with a local school to create an age appropriate personal 

development curriculum plan and strengthen the schoolôs behaviour policy and 

practices.

ÅSchool leaders have established appropriate systems to check the well-being of 

vulnerable pupils.  

The link to the report for the monitoring visit can be found below on the OFSTED website. 

Continued on next page

https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/provider/23/144519


Headteacher Message continued

I ACHIEVE Awards at DTW

As part of our new I ACHIEVE recognition scheme, text messages will begin to go to 

parents and carers of pupils where their teacher identifies outstanding learning habits in 

a lesson. I am proud of our pupils who put 100% effort into their learning and would 

encourage you to show your appreciation to your son/daughter if you receive a text. As 

our new scheme develops we will share more information with you. The map of in lesson 

learning habits for your information is below.

Enthusiastic 

Learning 

Habits (1)

This is attainable for any pupil in a lesson. To achieve this in a lesson a learner 

should meet all aspects of Engaged plus: 
Å I have a positive attitude and I am motivated and persistent if I face difficulties or if I face 

challenging work.

Å I behave consistently well, demonstrating high levels of self-control and consistently 

positive attitudes to my learning.

Å My work in the lesson is of good quality, showing care and pride.

Å I demonstrate a determination to improve, I respond well to targets and engage well with 

written and verbal feedback from adults.

Engaged 

Learning 

Habits (2)

Expected effort and attitude throughout. 
Å I am ready for learning and I am respectful to others. 

Å My work is completed.

Å I am on task in lessons.

Å I act upon teacher feedback on my learning or my responses to questions and I learn from 

my errors.

Erratic 

Learning 

Habits (3)

Learning Habits require specific teacher intervention / teaching / parental 

support and involvement. 
Å I may have been late to class, do not have my equipment, or I may not always focus on the 

learning quickly when expected to do so. 

Å My work is completed, but it is not consistently my óbest workô or I may have missed out 

elements of the required work. 

Å I may need the adult to remind me to be on task in lessons, or need the teacherôs time to 

supervise my effort.

Å I donôt always act upon teacher feedback, or I donôt always try to answer questions in class.

Afterschool Clubs

From science to baking, we have a variety of afterschool clubs that pupils can get 

involved in. You can see whatôs on offer on our website or at the end of this newsletter. If 

your son/daughter would like to get involved in a club please ask them to speak to their 

form tutor or the specific subject teacher for the activity.

Mock Exams for Year 11s

A big thank you and well done to all of our Year 11 pupils who demonstrated superb 

standards during this weekôs mock exams. It was good to see pupils accessing the 

additional revision lessons before school to help them prepare. Exams will continue next 

week and I expect the same level of behaviour and wish them good luck.

Covid Twice Weekly Home Testing

Home testing should be done twice a week for those pupils who are taking part in the 

home testing. Additional kits have been distributed this week to pupils but if your son / 

daughter requires additional kits due to óvoidô results please do not hesitate to contact 

school and we will arrange additional kits. Itôs important that we all continue to test at 

home and follow the latest government guidance to help protect ourselves, our families 

and communities.

Have a safe and happy Bank Holiday weekend.

https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.deantrustwigan.co.uk%2Fcurriculum-overview%2Fextra-curricular%2F&data=04%7C01%7C%7C0fc5cd667a574a86729908d9088242dd%7C08c21e9ce4c7432cb6e5a04ab9f83773%7C0%7C0%7C637550177829097393%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=EVQH%2BP%2B%2B%2FCOczBrmWuCNYFKLjUjrXoL9CxqnGYUuN6U%3D&reserved=0


Free School Meals – Are You Eligible?

If you are on eligible benefits or your 

household income is below the governmentôs 

threshold, you could be eligible for free 

school meals. In addition, the school can 

also get up to Ã1300 to support your childôs 

education (this is called the Pupil Premium), 

but you must complete an application form.

The Pupil Premium provides funding to 

support your childôs education including help 

with the cost of school trips, music fees 

and teaching assistants.

The application is made via Wigan Councilôs websiteand takes less than 5 minutes to 

complete depending on how many children you are claiming for. The decision will be 

made immediately unless further evidence is required.

Star Pupils
Jack, Year 8, for his great learning habits in history and his 

excellent piece of work on the Battle of the Somme.

Year 10 pupils Beth, Chloe and Bayley for excellent óColin the 

Caterpillarô cakes.

7R for their amazing performances and dance routines. 

Future West End stars in our midst.

Maths Mastery Problem

The Sierpinski triangle is a self-similar fractal. 

It consists of an equilateral triangle, with 

smaller equilateral triangles recursively 

removed from its remaining area. 

What fraction of the 3rd term (with 4 blue 

triangles) in the sequence is shaded blue?

Last weekôs answer: 

ÅThe number of grey triangles is triple the number of grey triangles in the 

previous triangle

ÅThe number of blue triangles is given by adding the blue and grey triangles 

from previous triangle

https://finforms.wigan.gov.uk/Viewer-VicForms.asp?user=anon&Form=Wigan%20Education%20and%20Childcare%20Benefits%20Application%20(1.0).wdf
https://finforms.wigan.gov.uk/Viewer-VicForms.asp?user=anon&Form=Wigan%20Education%20and%20Childcare%20Benefits%20Application%20(1.0).wdf
https://finforms.wigan.gov.uk/Viewer-VicForms.asp?user=anon&Form=Wigan%20Education%20and%20Childcare%20Benefits%20Application%20(1.0).wdf


Year 7 – 10 Competition: MathsWatch

From now until the 27th May pupils have a chance to win 

an Amazon voucher. 

All you have to do is use MathsWatch!

We will look at the number of videos you have watched 

and the number of interactive questions you have 

attempted.

Your home work questions and videos will be 

taken into account but the extra ones will win 

you the prizes.

There will be 1st, 2nd and 3rd for each year 

group.

If you are unsure on your login speak to 

any of the maths department. Good luck

Maths Challenge 2021

DTW maths challenge is a competition across each band in 

your year. The top three scores in each set (both bands 

together) will achieve a gold, silver and bronze award!

It will take place on Thursday 6th May. Be ready to give 

maximum effort and enjoy the challenge!

£20 £15 £10

It is important that all pupils taking part in home testing 

are doing twice weekly tests on Mondays and 

Thursdays.

Testing kits will be supplied by school at regular 

intervals. 

If you need additional testing kits due to óvoidô results 

please contact school on 01942 511987.

Visit the NHS website for further information.

Home Testing

https://vle.mathswatch.co.uk/vle/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/testing/regular-rapid-coronavirus-tests-if-you-do-not-have-symptoms/


The Great DTW Bake Off

Year 7, 8 and 9 pupils can take part in 

the Great DTW Bake Off. The theme is 

óClash of the Caterpillars: Colin versus 

Cuthbertô. 

Pupils can access the recipe and 

instructions on Google Classroom. 

Closing date for entries is Friday 21st

May. Good luck bakers!

Year 7 and 8 Cooking Clubs

Year 7 Cooking Club: Thursday 6th May and Thursday 20th May

Year 8 Cooking Club: Thursday 13th May and Thursday 27th May

There will be a maximum of 16 pupils per week. Please can 

pupils see Mrs Phillips or Miss Ikin (technician) if you would like 

to attend. This will be on a first come first served basis.

Year 7 and 8 Science Club

Students made a flying start to science club last week! 

They got involved using the Bunsen burners to safely burn 

different metals producing a variety of coloured flames. Donôt 

miss out on making slime, custard bouncy balls and even a 

dissection. See Miss Bauldry (Y8) and Mr Eastwood (Y7)  in 

the Atrium on Tuesday breaktimes to sign up. Places are on a 

first come first served basis so make sure you donôt miss out! 

Thursdays 2:50pm - 3:30pm



@DeanTrustWigan @DeanTrustWigan DeanTrustWigan
1,278 Followers 1,088 Followers 231 Subscribers

Special Educational Needs 

and Disabilities

Useful SEND resources to support with 

literacy and numeracy:

www.2simple.com/purple-mash/

www.phonicsplay.co.uk

Ruth Miskin Training YouTube

Reading Wise

www.whiterosemaths.com/

Bedrock Learning

www.mathswithparents.com

To support cognition and learning:

The Send Cast

www.spaghettibrain.co.uk

Wellbeing:

Mind

www.healios.org.uk/services/thinkninja1

www.youngminds.org.uk

SEND: apps and games (Apps must be 

downloaded onto a compatible device)

Brain Parade:

www.brainparade.com/products/see-

touch-learn-free

HelpKidzLearn:

www.helpkidzlearn.com

Visuals2Go: www.visuals2go.com

Keep up to date with all guidance relating to 

coronavirus on the HM Government website and 

NHS website.  

https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-

19/

Term Dates 

2020 / 21

Summer Term

Monday 19th April 2021 

to Friday 28th May 2021

https://www.youtube.com/c/deantrustwigan
https://twitter.com/DeanTrustWigan
http://www.instagram.com/deantrustwigan
http://www.2simple.com/purple-mash/
http://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCo7fbLgY2oA_cFCIg9GdxtQ?mc_cid=5b8869f543&mc_eid=6974981631
http://www.readingwise.com/coronavirus-support
http://www.whiterosemaths.com/
http://www.bedrocklearning.org/coronavirus-support/
http://www.mathswithparents.com/
http://www.thesendcast.com/sendcast-episodes/
http://www.spaghettibrain.co.uk/
http://www.mind.org.uk/information-support/tips-for-everyday-living/relaxation/relaxation-tips
http://www.healios.org.uk/services/thinkninja1
http://www.youngminds.org.uk/
http://www.brainparade.com/products/see-touch-learn-free
http://www.helpkidzlearn.com/
http://www.visuals2go.com/
https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/
https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus%20%20https:/www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/






Mental Health

Wigan NHS mental health crisis line ï01942 636395

NSPCC - https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/childrens-mental-health/

Mind Ed - https://www.minded.org.uk/

NHS Every Mind Matters - https://www.nhs.uk/oneyou/every-mind-matters/

Recommended apps to support mental health and physical well -being  

https://www.nhs.uk/oneyou/apps/

MENCAP Helpful advice and information for people with a learning disability and families

https://www.mencap.org.uk/advice-and-support/health/coronavirus-covid-19

Rise Above - https://riseabove.org.uk/

Government advice - https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-on-

supporting-children-and-young-peoples-mental-health-and-wellbeing/guidance-for-parents-and-

carers-on-supporting-children-and-young-peoples-mental-health-and-wellbeing-during-the-

coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak

Information for children about Covid-19

Childrenôs guide to coronavirus ïChildrenôs commissioner 

https://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/publication/childrens-guide-to-coronavirus/

óMy hero is youô a story book which can be downloaded free of charge. 

https://interagencystandingcommittee.org/iasc-reference-group-mental-health-and-

psychosocial-support-emergency-settings/my-hero-you

Internet safety

Internet Matters - https://www.internetmatters.org

NSPCC - https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/

Think U Know - https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/

If children need to speak to someone

Childline - https://www.childline.org.uk/ 08001111 (9am ïmidnight)

Shout - https://www.giveusashout.orgText óSHOUTô to 85258 to be put in touch with a trained 

crisis volunteer

The Mix ïhttps://www.themix.org.uk/ 0808 808 4994 Free information and support for Under 

25s

Physical well –being

Change 4 Life - https://www.nhs.uk/change4life NHS - https://www.nhs.uk/oneyou/for-your-

body/

Useful helplines and websites

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/childrens-mental-health/
https://www.minded.org.uk/
https://www.nhs.uk/oneyou/every-mind-matters/
https://www.nhs.uk/oneyou/apps/
https://www.mencap.org.uk/advice-and-support/health/coronavirus-covid-19
https://riseabove.org.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-on-supporting-children-and-young-peoples-mental-health-and-wellbeing/guidance-for-parents-and-carers-on-supporting-children-and-young-peoples-mental-health-and-wellbeing-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak
https://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/publication/childrens-guide-to-coronavirus/
https://interagencystandingcommittee.org/iasc-reference-group-mental-health-and-psychosocial-support-emergency-settings/my-hero-you
https://www.internetmatters.org/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/
https://www.childline.org.uk/
https://www.giveusashout.org/
https://www.themix.org.uk/
https://www.nhs.uk/change4life
https://www.nhs.uk/oneyou/for-your-body/
https://www.nhs.uk/oneyou/every-mind-matters/
https://interagencystandingcommittee.org/iasc-reference-group-mental-health-and-psychosocial-support-emergency-settings/my-hero-you
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/
https://www.childline.org.uk/
https://www.mencap.org.uk/advice-and-support/health/coronavirus-covid-19

