
Headteacher Message

Friday 18th June 2021 Week 35

Dear parents, carers and friends of DTW. 

Wigan and Leigh Education Awards

I am proud to announce that we won Health and Wellbeing Provider of 

the Year Award at the Wigan and Leigh Education Awards this week. 

In addition, our very own pupil, Alisha Li, won the Unsung Hero Award. 

Mr Williams was a finalist in the Wigan and Leigh Inspirational Teacher of 

the Year Award. Kyle King was a finalist in Sports Achiever of the Year 

Award. And impressively, we were shortlisted as one of three finalists for the Secondary 

School of the Year Award. I could not be prouder of the achievements of pupils, staff and 

the support of parents and families which are all helping to improve our school for our 

great community. Well done to everyone!

Government Guidance

With the latest Government guidance announced earlier this week, I am disappointed to 

report the Year 11 Leavers’ Prom has unfortunately been cancelled. I know many of our 

leavers and staff will have been looking forward to this event. 

However, as was indicated in our first correspondence on the prom, it going ahead was 

always subject to the latest Government guidance. You can find further information, 

including information on refunds, on page 3 of the newsletter. 

During leavers’ week, Year 11 took part in great activities with their friends and teachers, 

sharing fond memories of their five years together: the school trips, the sporting events, 

the lessons, the favourite subjects, the laughter and the friendships they have forged for 

life. These experiences, opportunities and memories are what typifies a pupil’s time at The 

Dean Trust - the journey from childhood to adulthood. They should be very proud of what 

they have achieved. They leave The Dean Trust as individuals with a great deal to offer 

and dreams to fulfil. We will never forget the wonderful Class of 2021. 

While the restrictions have been extended in relation to Covid 19 we strongly encourage 

pupils to adhere to the guidance in and out of school. Infection rates have increased in the 

Wigan area and our collective efforts in sticking to the guidance can help drive this down 

and keep everyone safe. 

Continued on next page

https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus


Headteacher’s Message continued…

Achievement 

I have had the pleasure of meeting a number of 

pupils this week to recognise their work, effort 

and commitment in school to produce their best 

work possible. This recognition forms part of our 

I Achieve system and I do hope that parents and 

carers celebrate their child’s success. I believe it 

is possible for all our pupils to do well and achieve 

good things in school and go on to become 

successful adults; and where this happens I aim 

to personally recognise this. You can see some 

of the star pupils I have met this week on page 4

in the newsletter. You can also see our star pupils 

from our first I Achieve awards assembly displayed on our new Achievement Board in 

reception. Our I Achieve programme celebrates the development of positive learning 

habits in lessons. The board is a stunning display of what our school is about; pupil 

belief, achievement and success.

End of Year Exams

Our end of year examinations for all pupils in years 7, 8, 9 and 10 are fast approaching.  

Pupils in years 7, 8 and 9 will undertake exams in English, Maths, Science, MFL, History, 

Geography, Music and Design Technology. Pupils in year 10 will sit examinations in each 

of their chosen qualification subjects. 

Pupils will be tested on work they have covered to date and will be reminded of concepts 

they need to know in lessons and by using their knowledge organisers. Comprehensive 

revision materials are available on Google classrooms through our website. If any pupil 

wants to speak with someone about their exams or is worried in advance of them please 

speak with your form tutor. 

Competition

As football fever grips the nation, we 

have been encouraging our pupils to 

decorate their form doors with a team 

in a sweepstake from the competition. 

A prize will be given to the winner but 

there are some very creative and 

beautifully decorated doors appearing 

around school. As you can see from my 

door, I have Portugal in the pupil and 

staff sweepstake. Cristiano Ronaldo 

paid a visit today to express his thanks! 

Or did he?

Have a good weekend.

https://www.deantrustwigan.co.uk/parents-pupils/information-advice-guidance/home-learning-support/


Wigan and Leigh Education Awards

Dean Trust Wigan starred at the annual Wigan and Leigh Education Awards on Monday 

night sponsored by the Wigan Post and Observer.

DTW were shortlisted as finalists in 5 categories:

• Inspirational Teaching Award – Josh Williams

• Sports Achievement Award – Kyle King

• Health and Wellbeing Award 

• Unsung Hero Award – Alisha Li

• Secondary School of the Year 

We are proud to announce Alisha Li as the 

Unsung Hero winner and also our school for 

being named as Health and Wellbeing 

Provider of the Year.

New Library Installation

The new library is starting to be installed in it’s new 

location. Cranes lifted the modules in place after 

the foundation work was completed early last week.

The provision will 

allow us to use a 

brand new facility for 

family engagement 

incorporating 

services for families 

we work with, new 

pupil services 

provision and a 

study centre. 

In addition, our pupils 

will have access to 

the brand new library. 

Year 11 Prom Update

Unfortunately the Leavers’ Prom has been cancelled. Further details can be found on our 

website. 

Payments via ParentPay will be automatically refunded. If you paid via card please visit 

school to obtain a refund.

https://www.deantrustwigan.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/sites/7/2021/06/Class-of-21.pdf


Free School Meals – Are You Eligible?

If you are on eligible benefits or your 

household income is below the government’s 

threshold, you could be eligible for free 

school meals. In addition, the school can 

also get up to £1300 to support your child’s 

education (this is called the Pupil Premium), 

but you must complete an application form.

The Pupil Premium provides funding to 

support your child’s education including help 

with the cost of school trips, music fees 

and teaching assistants. 

The application is made via Wigan Council’s website and takes less than 5 minutes to 

complete depending on how many children you are claiming for. The decision will be 

made immediately unless further evidence is required.

Star Pupils

Year 10 cooking class for choosing their own rice recipe 

dishes and working independently to create some tasty 

looking meals.

Alexis, Year 9, for producing a superb website on the 

Titanic. A website engineer in the making!

Weronika, Rhys, Ellis, Kinga, 

Megan, Amber, Ilja, Charlie 

and Ruby who have all put 

extra effort in maths and 

recorded the most time 

accessing MathsWatch.

Weronika, Georgia and 

Rubie who have 

demonstrated excellent 

work showing great pride 

in their learning. They 

created short stories for 

younger children with 

moral messaging.

https://finforms.wigan.gov.uk/Viewer-VicForms.asp?user=anon&Form=Wigan%20Education%20and%20Childcare%20Benefits%20Application%20(1.0).wdf
https://finforms.wigan.gov.uk/Viewer-VicForms.asp?user=anon&Form=Wigan%20Education%20and%20Childcare%20Benefits%20Application%20(1.0).wdf
https://finforms.wigan.gov.uk/Viewer-VicForms.asp?user=anon&Form=Wigan%20Education%20and%20Childcare%20Benefits%20Application%20(1.0).wdf


UK University and Apprenticeship Virtual Fair

Y10 spent an afternoon accessing the UK University 

and Apprenticeship Virtual Fair. The fair hosted a 

number of higher education providers. 

Exhibitors included the universities of Warwick, 

Liverpool, Sheffield, York, Birmingham, Nottingham, 

Newcastle, Manchester Met, Lancaster, Exeter and 

Bradford. 

Pupils were able to explore post 18 options and were able to chat directly to universities 

and apprenticeship providers. They gained vital application advice and spoke to the 

admissions teams and recruitment officers from Russell Group, Red Brick, modern and  

specialist universities along with higher and degree apprenticeship providers. 

Year 10 pupils were also able to participate in ten live webinars and view virtual campus 

tours. Attendance at the fair will enable our pupils to gain a wide knowledge of post 18 

options, which in turn will raise their aspirations regarding their upcoming post 16 

choices.

Our Y8 pupils had their first ski lesson this week at the Chill Factor in Manchester.

Every pupil gave 100% effort and had a fantastic time on the slopes. Lots of fun and 

laughter was had by everyone who attended! We will keep you updated with a pupil blog 

each week to tell you about our progress! 

Ellie The International Dance Star
Ellie, who represents England at international level for dance, 

has been selected for the World Championships this summer. 

She will represent her country in Acro, Ballet, Rep Solo and 

Duet. 

We wish her every success this summer! Go Ellie!

Year 8s Play It Cool



Maths Challenge Winners

Last half term, pupils in years 7 to 10 completed a bespoke maths challenge. Awards 

were given to the top three scores within each set and the standard of work submitted 

was excellent. Well done to our award winners and everyone who took part, you were 

fantastic! We cannot wait to do this again next year! 

Fun Science

Over the last few weeks pupils have been busy 

making egg parachutes, custard bouncy balls 

and looking at diffusion using skittles. This week 

pupils were given the task to make a hovercraft 

using plasticine, a CD, a sports bottle cap and a 

balloon. Olivia in year 8 managed to work out 

how to get her hovercraft working using her 

investigative skills. Kane managed to get his 

hovercraft the furthest. 

Coming up over the next few weeks: making 

lava lamps, rainbow fizz and even a dissection! Remember to sign up for year 7/8 

science club on Tuesday break with Miss Bauldry and Mr Potter.

Are you questioning your identity, unsure of how to say 

how you really feel, or just wanting to know the LGBTQIA+ 

community better?

Come along to DTW LGBTQIA+ group in S2, 

Tuesday 22nd June, we will be holding fortnightly 

meetings 2:45pm – 3:30pm.

With supportive and knowledgeable staff, to answer all 

your questions and signpost you to local services that 

can provide further support. All pupils who would like 

support and guidance within the LGBTQIA+ community are 

welcome to come along. Refreshments will be provided.

Build your confidence, be proud of who you are and show people your true colours!

DTW LGBTQIA+ Group

Year 9 Year 8 Year 7



Discover Your Next Book

Key Stage 4 (Year 10 - 11) The Fault in Our Stars: John Green

Book review by Miss Yousaf

At first, when I heard about this book, I thought it definitely wasn’t for 

me. The thought of reading about teenagers who were so sick did not 

appeal; I knew I’d be an emotional mess after reading it so I tried to 

avoid it. Eventually I gave in to the hype, borrowed the book from a 

friend and read it. I’m glad I did.

This book is written from the perspective of Hazel Grace. She is very 

intelligent and witty making the book really funny at times which is a 

good balance given that the book is centred around cancer patients 

and their journey in life.

Without giving too much away, Hazel is diagnosed with lung cancer at a young age and 

following this she was then diagnosed with depression. At first she was prepared to die, 

but then a medical miracle helped keep her tumours tenuously controlled. She is then 

forced to attend a cancer counselling group for children where she meets Augustus. He 

is gorgeous! To Hazel’s shock, he is interested in her and they develop a friendship. 

Their friendship develops in to the most beautiful romance you will ever read. In a world 

where there is increasing popularity for Insta-love and Snapchat-relationships, it is so 

refreshing to see a real connection between the two built on shared experience and pain. 

Unfortunately, we know that people sometimes define people by their illnesses but in this 

book I love that both Hazel and Augustus accept their position and do not self-pity but 

instead are determined to live a normal life despite the obvious trauma they are 

undoubtedly experiencing. It is really saddening to see teenagers forced to confront the 

idea of death, but as you will discover, they are extremely mature. These inspiring 

characters share a different outlook on life, and strength, at such a young age. The 

ending is unbelievably heart-breaking, but a must read!

Key Stage 3 (Year 7 - 9) Divergent: Veronica Roth

Book review by Mrs Oakes

Divergent is a compelling and mesmerising book written by a young, 

talented author and it has recently been produced into a film. Divergent 

sets the scene in a futuristic landscape in Chicago. The outside world 

has been closed off and nobody knows why. The whole town has been 

split into factions to bring peace and end destructive wars. However, 

the lead character Tris, has a deadly secret, which could either destroy 

her or the one she loves.

Veronica Roth delivers an outstanding range of characters. Some with 

dark depressing life stories and others with a light bouncy attitude. You 

can imagine these characters in your head and they will take you through the story, 

making every sentence compelling. So, if you are a young ambitious reader, and want to 

find a book that will make sure you read it so much that you can’t put the book down, 

pick up Divergent. This book will surely fascinate you and leave you lost for words.



New Parent App

From school reports to important messages 

regarding your child, you’ll find a wealth of 

information at your finger tips using the new 

school app. 

The app is quick and easy to install. Simply 

visit your mobile devices app store and search 

for School Gateway. An email will be sent out 

with instructions on how to install the 

SchoolComms app.

It is important that all pupils taking part in home testing are 

doing twice weekly tests on Mondays and Thursdays. 

Testing kits will be supplied by school at regular intervals. 

If you need additional testing kits due to ‘void’ results please 

contact school on 01942 511987.

Visit the NHS website for further information.

If anyone would like to order lateral flow tests for their 

household they can do so here.

Home Testing

Maths Mastery Problem

Owain looks at the weather forecast for the next two days. 

The forecast is either sunny or cloudy. The probability of it being 

sunny on either day is the same. The probability of both days 

being sunny is 0.36.

Find the probability that only one of the 

days is sunny.

Last week’s answer: Yes (41.538 mph).

It is very important, especially in the current situation, that the school has your correct 

details such as phone numbers, email addresses and postal address. 

Please contact school with any updates.

01942 511987 

DTWOffice@deantrustwigan.co.uk

Are Your Contact Details Correct?

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/testing/regular-rapid-coronavirus-tests-if-you-do-not-have-symptoms/
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/testing/regular-rapid-coronavirus-tests-if-you-do-not-have-symptoms/
https://www.gov.uk/order-coronavirus-rapid-lateral-flow-tests
mailto:DTWOffice@deantrustwigan.co.uk




@DeanTrustWigan @DeanTrustWigan DeanTrustWigan
1,278 Followers 1,088 Followers 231 Subscribers

Special Educational Needs 

and Disabilities

Useful SEND resources to support with 

literacy and numeracy:

www.2simple.com/purple-mash/

www.phonicsplay.co.uk

Ruth Miskin Training YouTube

Reading Wise

www.whiterosemaths.com/

Bedrock Learning

www.mathswithparents.com

To support cognition and learning:

The Send Cast

www.spaghettibrain.co.uk

Wellbeing:

Mind

www.healios.org.uk/services/thinkninja1

www.youngminds.org.uk

SEND: apps and games (Apps must be 

downloaded onto a compatible device)

Brain Parade:

www.brainparade.com/products/see-

touch-learn-free

HelpKidzLearn:

www.helpkidzlearn.com

Visuals2Go: www.visuals2go.com

Keep up to date with all guidance relating to 

coronavirus on the HM Government website and 

NHS website.  

https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-

19/

Term Dates 

2020 / 21

Summer Term

Monday 7th June 2021 

to 

Wednesday 21st July 2021

https://www.youtube.com/c/deantrustwigan
https://twitter.com/DeanTrustWigan
http://www.instagram.com/deantrustwigan
http://www.2simple.com/purple-mash/
http://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCo7fbLgY2oA_cFCIg9GdxtQ?mc_cid=5b8869f543&mc_eid=6974981631
http://www.readingwise.com/coronavirus-support
http://www.whiterosemaths.com/
http://www.bedrocklearning.org/coronavirus-support/
http://www.mathswithparents.com/
http://www.thesendcast.com/sendcast-episodes/
http://www.spaghettibrain.co.uk/
http://www.mind.org.uk/information-support/tips-for-everyday-living/relaxation/relaxation-tips
http://www.healios.org.uk/services/thinkninja1
http://www.youngminds.org.uk/
http://www.brainparade.com/products/see-touch-learn-free
http://www.helpkidzlearn.com/
http://www.visuals2go.com/
https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/
https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus%20%20https:/www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/


Mental Health

Wigan NHS mental health crisis line – 01942 636395

NSPCC - https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/childrens-mental-health/

Mind Ed - https://www.minded.org.uk/

NHS Every Mind Matters - https://www.nhs.uk/oneyou/every-mind-matters/

Recommended apps to support mental health and physical well -being  

https://www.nhs.uk/oneyou/apps/

MENCAP Helpful advice and information for people with a learning disability and families

https://www.mencap.org.uk/advice-and-support/health/coronavirus-covid-19

Rise Above - https://riseabove.org.uk/

Government advice - https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-on-

supporting-children-and-young-peoples-mental-health-and-wellbeing/guidance-for-parents-and-

carers-on-supporting-children-and-young-peoples-mental-health-and-wellbeing-during-the-

coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak

Information for children about Covid-19

Children’s guide to coronavirus – Children’s commissioner 

https://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/publication/childrens-guide-to-coronavirus/

‘My hero is you’ a story book which can be downloaded free of charge. 

https://interagencystandingcommittee.org/iasc-reference-group-mental-health-and-

psychosocial-support-emergency-settings/my-hero-you

Internet safety

Internet Matters - https://www.internetmatters.org

NSPCC - https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/

Think U Know - https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/

If children need to speak to someone

Childline - https://www.childline.org.uk/ 08001111 (9am – midnight)

Shout - https://www.giveusashout.org Text ‘SHOUT’ to 85258 to be put in touch with a trained 

crisis volunteer

The Mix – https://www.themix.org.uk/ 0808 808 4994 Free information and support for Under 

25s

Physical well – being

Change 4 Life - https://www.nhs.uk/change4life NHS - https://www.nhs.uk/oneyou/for-your-

body/

Useful helplines and websites

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/childrens-mental-health/
https://www.minded.org.uk/
https://www.nhs.uk/oneyou/every-mind-matters/
https://www.nhs.uk/oneyou/apps/
https://www.mencap.org.uk/advice-and-support/health/coronavirus-covid-19
https://riseabove.org.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-on-supporting-children-and-young-peoples-mental-health-and-wellbeing/guidance-for-parents-and-carers-on-supporting-children-and-young-peoples-mental-health-and-wellbeing-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak
https://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/publication/childrens-guide-to-coronavirus/
https://interagencystandingcommittee.org/iasc-reference-group-mental-health-and-psychosocial-support-emergency-settings/my-hero-you
https://www.internetmatters.org/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/
https://www.childline.org.uk/
https://www.giveusashout.org/
https://www.themix.org.uk/
https://www.nhs.uk/change4life
https://www.nhs.uk/oneyou/for-your-body/
https://www.nhs.uk/oneyou/every-mind-matters/
https://interagencystandingcommittee.org/iasc-reference-group-mental-health-and-psychosocial-support-emergency-settings/my-hero-you
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/
https://www.childline.org.uk/
https://www.mencap.org.uk/advice-and-support/health/coronavirus-covid-19

