
Headteacher Message

Thursday 21st July 2022 Week 39

Dear parents, pupils and friends of Dean Trust Wigan.

Letter of Commendation for Dean Trust Wigan Pupils

Pupils studying Spanish were taken to a local Spanish restaurant this week as 

part of their curriculum, where they had to order food and talk in Spanish while 

they had their meal. A guest in the restaurant witnessed our pupils in the 

restaurant and took time to write to me about the conduct of pupils.  

Dear Mr Haseldine

I had arranged to meet a friend for lunch in Plata Tapas in Wigan today.

I must confess that my heart sank a little when I saw a large group of school 

students already seated in the restaurant when we arrived.

I have to say that my reservations were completely groundless. The pupils were 

from Dean Trust Wigan and were an absolute credit to themselves, their teachers 

and your school. Their interaction with their teachers was of extremely high 

quality. Their use of Spanish was very impressive too. Their behaviour was, 

without exception, absolutely exemplary throughout and though I congratulated 

one of the members of staff who accompanied the young people, I feel that their 

conduct should be brought to the attention of the senior leadership team. I hope 

that this will be possible. As a former Director of Children’s Services in a 

neighbouring local authority, I am conscious that young people don’t often 

receive the credit they deserve. I hope that my positive feedback in this case is 

helpful. If I were responsible for these children, I would be immensely proud of 

them.

John Daly

http://www.deantrustwigan.co.uk/


Headteacher Message Continued

Pupil Leadership 2022/23

I am delighted to announce the we have made the following 

appointments to our pupil leadership teams for the next 

academic year. Terms of title reference are made in agreement 

with pupils. 

Head Boy: Brandon Smith Head Girl: Holly Brannan

Deputy Pupil Leaders: Katerina Kawczyska and Maisie 

Ashton

Bus Strike and Dean Trust Wigan Going the extra mile

Bus drivers were on national strike this week meaning that a 

number of pupils who travel a distance in to school were faced 

with a problem. To help parents and pupils school sent out its 

minibuses to collection points where pupils could board the bus 

and then come to school. We even dropped pupils off home at 

the end of the day. Thanks to our support team for providing this 

service so our pupils could get to school. 

Year 7 BFG Roald Dahl Screening 

Mr Haseldine’s reading group have completed their 3rd Roald Dahl story of the year. They celebrated 

completing the BFG story with a viewing of the 1989 film the BFG this week. Pupils have developed 

their reading superbly and enjoyed the stories by this wonderful author. 

http://www.deantrustwigan.co.uk/


Headteacher Message Continued

Year 10 Work Experience 

Year 10 pupils took part in their work related learning week last week. Feedback about pupils conduct 

and enthusiasm was outstanding from employers. Pupils represented themselves and the school 

superbly. 

Water Safety

We have taken time again this week to speak with pupils in form time about water safety in the summer 

months. You will be aware of the tragic incident last weekend when a teenager from Southport sadly 

died while diving in to deep water at an abandoned quarry. Swimming in or playing near rivers and 

canals may seem like a great idea, particularly on a warm day, but it could all end in tragedy. Our 

message to our pupils is DON’T take the risk. We have enclosed a useful poster in our newsletter this 

week for you to share with your child about water safety.

If your child is diagnosed with a medical condition that may require attention whilst in school, we 

need to know about it so that we can ensure your child is fully supported. Medical conditions 

may include a recently diagnosed allergy, or an asthma diagnosis, recent migraines or a 

condition that means your child needs access to medication whilst in school.

You can provide us with this information in one of two ways :

• You can arrange to discuss your child’s medical needs with our Medical Co-ordinator, Mrs 

Benjafield. This can be done face to face or by telephone. 01942 511987

• Alternatively you can complete our Individual Healthcare Plan paperwork and return to 

school, attaching your signed Agreement for the Administration of Medication agreement (if 

applicable). Please mark for the attention of Mrs Benjafield

All Individual Healthcare Plans are reviewed annually, however, if there is a change to your 

child’s medical needs then please contact Mrs Benjafield or Miss Murphy who will arrange for a 

healthcare plan review.

Medical Needs - The Dean Trust Wigan

Medical Needs.

http://www.deantrustwigan.co.uk/
https://www.deantrustwigan.co.uk/parents-pupils/information-advice-guidance/medical-needs/


Headteacher Message Continued

PUPIL CELEBRATIONS

September 2022. 

The first day back after the summer break for pupils is Tuesday 6th 

September. 8.35am

Please visit the link on our website for all you need to know for the 

start of the next academic year. First Day of the 2022/23 Academic 

Year - The Dean Trust Wigan

I hope you have a safe and enjoyable summer break 

Site Manager Awards

Josh and Libby were presented with cinema vouchers from Mr 

Payne. Josh and Libby are always on hand to help site and cleaning 

staff when required and are always pleasant and polite to our support 

team. 

Well done!

Acts of Kindness

Logan brought it lots of sweet treats for all of Miss Sinclair's class to 

celebrate their last lesson with Miss Sinclair. He went to Asda 

especially this morning and shared with all the class

Cinema Voucher Reward

As catering manager I have chosen Ryan to receive a cinema voucher 

reward as he has always been very polite to all our members of staff 

in the kitchen and never misbehaves when taking the meal orders for 

other pupils. He is a very nice polite young man, well done from the 

kitchen

http://www.deantrustwigan.co.uk/
https://www.deantrustwigan.co.uk/diary-dates/start-of-2022-23-academic-year/


Headteacher Message Continued
STAFF NEWS & CELEBRATIONS

BIRTHDAYS AND COLLEAGUE OF THE WEEK AWARD

Diabetes UK One Million Steps Challenge

This week there have been ten nominations for 

Colleague of the Week. Our staff have been working 

extremely hard and have wanted to recognise the work 

of their colleagues. This week’s nominations go to Mr 

Benjafield, Mr Bold, Mr Herron, Mrs Linsdell, Mrs 

McClurg, Mrs Moss, Mrs Szczyrba, Miss Stevenson & 

Miss Sweeney. The winner this week is Miss 

Stevenson for all her hard work planning the Spanish 

Platas Tapas trip which the pupils thoroughly enjoyed. 

Mr Floweth celebrates his birthday this week and we 

wish him all the best.

Miss Hewitt has announced the winners of her Guess the Teddy Bear’s Name and How Many Sweets 

in the Jar? Miss Bailey won the teddy bear whose name was revealed to be Harold and Luke H Y7 

won the sweets guessing the correct amount of 320 sweets in the jar. Congratulations to both! As a 

school, £85 was raised to go towards Miss Hewitt’s fundraising total for Diabetes UK. £60 can help 

Diabetes UK to train new helpline advisers to answer every call made to the Diabetes UK helpline. 

Miss Hewitt is still trying to get to 1,000,000 steps before 30th September to try and raise awareness 

and funds for Diabetes UK. Thank you so much to everyone who has donated! If you would like to see 

Miss Hewitt’s journey or donate to her JustGiving page for Diabetes UK, please follow the link 

https://step.diabetes.org.uk/fundraising/rhona890

http://www.deantrustwigan.co.uk/
https://step.diabetes.org.uk/fundraising/rhona890


k

HUMANITIES

GEOGRAPHY

ZOOLAB EVENT WEDNESDAY 20TH JULY

Year 7 pupils got the opportunity to meet some rainforest animals as a reward for excellent 

behaviour and attitude to learning in Geography lessons- they were very brave and held and 

touched a snake, rat, Giant Land snail and a frog! Year 7 engaged with this very well and asked 

some great questions. The visitor from Zoolab was very impressed with them! 



k

TECHNOLOGY

EX PUPIL SUCCESS STORY

Thomas Griffiths 2011-2016

Thomas Griffiths MEng [Master of Mechanical Engineering]

At Abraham Guest (Dean Trust Wigan) I chose to study History, French, Computer Science and 

Art at GCSE. I left school with 7 As, 2 Bs and a C. 

I then joined St John Rigby College and chose to do 3 A Levels in Maths, Physics and Computer 

Science. I also chose to join the 'Future Engineers' programme at college which solidified my 

ambition to be an engineer. The programme allowed myself to be exposed to real-life 

engineering problems and gain a real insight into how engineers work in their daily lives.

In 2018, I joined Liverpool John Moores University. Originally, I began to study Mechanical 

Engineering at an Undergraduate Bachelor's Level before switching to the master's degree as 

the higher qualification would expand my career paths. I achieved a First-Class Master's Degree.

My career will begin in September as I have a job as a Graduate Air Systems Engineer at BAE 

Systems in Lancashire. I had to go through 3 interviews to get the job all of which were online. If I 

were to give advice to current pupils it would be to never give up and whilst I know a lot of people 

say it - it's so true. School, college and university life certainly has its ups and I've enjoyed every 

minute of my education, but sometimes education comes with some setbacks and it’s all about 

how you respond to those setbacks. Also, always give 100% into everything you do, you never 

know where it will get you.



k

SCIENCE

YEAR 7 RAINBOW FIZZ WORK

In science this week we have had some exciting lessons. We challenged the year 7s to make 

the best rainbow, using acids and alkali in burettes. This consolidated their knowledge on acids 

and alkali which they have covered earlier in the year. As you can see from the pictures Mr 

McNally wanted to get in on the action. 

YEAR 7 LIGHTING CANDLES WORK

Some Year 7s have been looking into how the volume of oxygen affects the time it takes for a fire 

to extinguish. They changed the size of the beaker that went over the candle and timed how long 

it took to go out. The students discussed how we have different fire extinguishers and how to 

avoid potential dangers like chip pan fires – water on a chip pan fire is the worst idea, using a wet 

towel over the container to remove oxygen is the best! We also discussed the fires on Rivington 

two years ago and the dangers associated with open fires on grass. 



k

PERFORMANCE

PE INTERFOR SPORTS DAY COMPETITION WINNERS
The winners of the interform sports day competitions have been announced in I achieve 

assemblies this week. Points were combined from our challenge day activities and sports day 

results. Well done to all athletes who took part and represented their form to earn some points. 

The competition was extremely close for all year groups throughout!

Form Points

7J 113

7Q 95

7R 90

7P 82

7K 76

7M 69

7G 42

Form Points

8Q
116

8S
113

8R
96

8J
49

8M
44

8L
36

8P
24

Year 7 Sports Boy and Girl

Sports Boy

Alex R 28 points

Sports Girl

Scarlett G 20 points
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PERFORMANCE

PE INTERFOR SPORTS DAY COMPETITION WINNERS CONTINUED

Y8 sports boy & girl

Sports Boy

Ibrahim 27 points

Sports Girl

Weronika B 30 points

Form Points

9J 105

9M 105

9L 83

9K 79

9S 56

9P 49

9Q 29

9R 26

Y9 sports boy and girl 

Sports Boy

Logan 34 points

Sports Girl

Roukia H points
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ENGLISH

YEAR 7 GREEK MYTHOLOGY

Year 7, Greek Mythology:

Year 7 have been working hard on The Origins of English. 

Within this unit they have been studying Greek 

Mythology. They have looked at the myths: Daedalus and 

Icarus, Theseus and the Minotaur and The Labyrinth.

Deadalus and Icarus

When the king turned against Daedalus and imprisoned 

him, Daedalus secretly made wings for himself and his 

son Icarus, intending to escape to Sicily. Despite his 

father's warnings, Icarus flew too close to the sun; the wax 

holding the feathers to his wings melted, and he fell into 

the sea and drowned. This has been a particularly strong 

message when thinking about why we have rules and 

boundaries to follow. Year 7 have really engaged with the 

topic this term - well done!

PSHE

Pupils studied three main themes across the year. All pupils explored different aspects (age 

relevant) of living in the wider world, Health and Wellbeing and Healthy relationships. 

Within the Healthy Relationships, pupils now understand the signs of both healthy and unhealthy 

relationship, what consent is and why it is so important, what may cause conflicts within 

relationships and what possible solutions are an many more issues.

During the Living in the wider world topic, pupils were introduced to the issues surrounding 

radicalisation and extremism, how to stay safe online and how to prepare for future careers.

The final theme pupils studied was Healthy Relationships, here pupils looked at both positive 

and negative physical and mental health. As well as the dangers surrounding smoking, caffeine 

and alcohol. PSHE education helps pupils to keep themselves healthy and safe and to prepare 

them for life and work in modern Britain. Personal, Social, Health and Economic (PSHE) 

education develops the knowledge, skills and attributes they need to manage their lives, now 

and in the future. 

Child Development

The foundation of the subject is understanding the importance of the roles and responsibilities of 

parenthood. We look at the factors couples need to consider when thinking of starting a family 

and ensuring that they are ready and are able to cope with the long-lasting responsibilities of 

parenthood. Pupils should understand the demands of parenthood and the impact this can have 

on the development of the child.

Citizenship

Students learn about the intricate workings of UK Parliament, accountability, human rights and 

civil liberties, key features of a democracy and well as how the justice system links. Bringing all 

parts of the KS4 curriculum together, is the continued development of discovering how young 

people can be active citizens and can become young advocates in their local, national and 

global community. It is important that students develop active citizenship skills which will help 

them become active citizens for life, not just for their time at Dean Trust Wigan.

SOCIAL SCIENCES YEARLY ROUND UP
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MATHS

YEAR 8 BEX FINANCE VISIT WEDNESDAY 19TH JULY

SUMMER ACTIVITIES HOLIDAY PROGRAMME

WIGAN ATHLETIC COMMUNITY TRUST ARE PROVIDING YOUNGSTERS WITH A 

FREE LUNCH AND THE OPPORTUNITY TO ENJOY A WIDE RANGE OF SPORTS 

AND CRAFTS AT DEAN TRUST WIGAN OVER THE HOLIDAYS.

• Hundreds of youngsters are benefitting from Wigan Athletic Community Trust’s 

summer camps over the school holidays.

• Youngsters are given the chance to enjoy sports, crafts and workshops as well as 

being provided with a free lunch.

Working in partnership with Wigan Council, Wigan Athletic Community Trust are 

providing hundreds of youngsters with physical activities and a free lunch throughout 

the summer holidays. Children aged 4-15 can take part in a variety of sports, PSHE 

workshops and a free meal through the Holiday Activities and Food programme 

(HAF).

Dates Dean Trust Wigan
25th July - 28th July 10.00 – 15.00
1st Aug - 4th Aug 10.00 – 15.00
8th Aug - 11th Aug 10.00 – 15.00
15th Aug - 18th Aug 10.00 – 15.00

Each week is Monday -
Thursday

On Wednesday we had a visit from BEX, who delivered financial planning sessions to our 

Year 8 pupils. Pupils were given different real life scenarios and needed to justify whether 

they wanted to spend or save their money. Pupils learnt about the different ways you can 

save and spend money, online, by card or using cash. 



WORD OF THE WEEK

MATHS MYSTERY PROBLEM

SCHOOL ALLOTMENT

. 

Word of the Week: Impromptu

The Gardening Gang have had their last session of the school year out in the school 

allotment. They were very pleased to find a courgette and a turnip growing and that the pea 

pods were in abundance again this week. The pupils have worked really hard on the 

allotments and have gone out each week to weed, water and check for anything that has 

grown. A big well done to all pupils involved!

Alton Towers, which opens every day, needs 30 000 visitors per 

day on average to break even. Last week there were 120 000 

visitors. What is the number of visitors needed this week to 

break even over the two-week period?





Term dates 2022/23  

Half term 1          2022 Half term 4          2023 

Mon Tue Wed Thu  Fri Mon Tue Wed Thu  Fri 

5/9 6/9 7/9 8/9 9/9 27/2 28/2 1/3 2/3 3/3 

12/9 13/9 14/9 15/9 16/9 6/3 7/3 8/3 9/3 10/3 

19/9 20/9 21/9 22/9 23/9 13/3 14/3 15/3 16/3 17/3 

26/9 27/9 28/9 29/9 30/9 20/3 21/3 22/3 23/3 24/3 

3/10 4/10 5/10 6/10 7/10 27/3 28/3 29/3 30/3 31/3 

10/10 11/10 12/10 13/10 14/10      

17/10 18/10 19/10 20/10 21/10      

Half term 2          2022 Half term 5 

Mon Tue Wed Thu  Fri Mon Tue Wed Thu  Fri 

31/10 1/11 2/11 3/11 4/11 17/4 18/4 19/4 20/4 21/4 

7/11 8/11 9/11 10/11 11/11 24/4 25/4 26/4 27/4 28/4 

14/11 15/11 16/11 17/11 18/11 1/5 2/5 3/5 4/5 5/5 

21/11 22/11 23/11 24/11 25/11 8/5 9/5 10/5 11/5 12/5 

28/11 29/11 30/11 1/12 2/12 15/5 16/5 17/5 18/5 19/5 

5/12 6/12 7/12 8/12 9/12 22/5 23/5 24/5 25/5 26/5 

12/12 13/12 14/12 15/12 16/12      

Half term 3          2023 Half term 6 

Mon Tue Wed Thu  Fri Mon Tue Wed Thu  Fri 

2/1 3/1 4/1 5/1 6/1 5/6 6/6 7/6 8/6 9/6 

9/1 10/1 11/1 12/1 13/1 12/6 13/6 14/6 15/6 16/6 

16/1 17/1 18/1 19/1 20/1 19/6 20/6 21/6 22/6 23/6 

23/1 24/1 25/1 26/1 27/1 26/6 27/6 28/6 29/6 30/6 

30/1 31/1 1/2 2/2 3/2 3/7 4/7 5/7 6/7 7/7 

6/2 7/2 8/2 9/2 10/2 10/7 11/7 12/7 13/7 14/7 

13/2 14/2 15/2 16/2 17/2 17/7 18/7 19/7 20/7 21/7 
 

School open 
attendance 
compulsory  

Closed bank 
holiday 

Closed Staff 
Training  

 

Academic School Day for September 
2022/23: 

• Pupils are expected to be in school for 
8.35am. 

• Lessons finish at 3pm.       

• In addition, the school will be open to 
pupils for a free breakfast club from 
8.00am-8.20am  

• Extra-Curricular clubs to run between 
3.00pm and 4.00pm.  

 

 

 



@DeanTrustWigan @DeanTrustWigan DeanTrustWigan
1,261 Followers 1,100 Followers 37,503 Views

Special Educational 

Needs and Disabilities

Useful SEND resources to 

support with literacy and 

numeracy:

www.2simple.com/purple-mash/

www.phonicsplay.co.uk

Ruth Miskin Training YouTube

Reading Wise

www.whiterosemaths.com/

Bedrock Learning

www.mathswithparents.com

To support cognition and 

learning:

The Send Cast

www.spaghettibrain.co.uk

Wellbeing:

Mind

www.healios.org.uk/services/thin

kninja1

www.youngminds.org.uk

SEND: 

apps and games (Apps must be 

downloaded onto a compatible 

device)

Brain Parade:

www.brainparade.com/products/s

ee-touch-learn-free

HelpKidzLearn:

www.helpkidzlearn.com

Visuals2Go: 

www.visuals2go.com

Keep up to date with all guidance relating to coronavirus 

on the HM Government website and NHS website.  

https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/

Term Dates 2021 / 22
Spring Term 

Wednesday 5th January 2022 

to Friday 18th February 2022 

Monday 28th February 2022 

to Friday 1st April 2022 

Summer Term 

Tuesday 19th April 2022 

to Friday 27th May 2022 

Monday 6th June 2022 

to Thursday 21st July 2022 

Inset Days 

Friday 3rd September 2021

Tuesday 4th January 2022

Friday 24th June 2022

Bank Holidays 

Monday 27th December 2021 

Tuesday 28th December 2021 

Monday 3rd January 2022 

Friday 15th April 2022 Good 

Friday 

Monday 18th April 2022 

Easter Monday 

Monday 2nd May 2022 Early 

May Bank Holiday

Thursday 2nd June 2022 

Queen’s Jubilee

Friday 3rd June 2022

https://www.youtube.com/c/deantrustwigan
https://twitter.com/DeanTrustWigan
http://www.instagram.com/deantrustwigan
http://www.2simple.com/purple-mash/
http://www.phonicsplay.co.uk/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCo7fbLgY2oA_cFCIg9GdxtQ?mc_cid=5b8869f543&mc_eid=6974981631
http://www.readingwise.com/coronavirus-support
http://www.whiterosemaths.com/
http://www.bedrocklearning.org/coronavirus-support/
http://www.mathswithparents.com/
http://www.thesendcast.com/sendcast-episodes/
http://www.spaghettibrain.co.uk/
http://www.mind.org.uk/information-support/tips-for-everyday-living/relaxation/relaxation-tips
http://www.healios.org.uk/services/thinkninja1
http://www.youngminds.org.uk/
http://www.brainparade.com/products/see-touch-learn-free
http://www.helpkidzlearn.com/
http://www.visuals2go.com/
https://www.gov.uk/coronavirus
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/


Mental Health

Wigan NHS mental health crisis line – 01942 636395

NSPCC - https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/childrens-mental-health/

Mind Ed - https://www.minded.org.uk/

NHS Every Mind Matters - https://www.nhs.uk/oneyou/every-mind-matters/

Recommended apps to support mental health and physical well -being  

https://www.nhs.uk/oneyou/apps/

MENCAP Helpful advice and information for people with a learning disability and families

https://www.mencap.org.uk/advice-and-support/health/coronavirus-covid-19

Rise Above - https://riseabove.org.uk/

Government advice - https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-on-

supporting-children-and-young-peoples-mental-health-and-wellbeing/guidance-for-parents-and-

carers-on-supporting-children-and-young-peoples-mental-health-and-wellbeing-during-the-

coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak

Information for children about Covid-19

Children’s guide to coronavirus – Children’s commissioner 

https://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/publication/childrens-guide-to-coronavirus/

‘My hero is you’ a story book which can be downloaded free of charge. 

https://interagencystandingcommittee.org/iasc-reference-group-mental-health-and-

psychosocial-support-emergency-settings/my-hero-you

Internet safety

Internet Matters - https://www.internetmatters.org

NSPCC - https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/

Think U Know - https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/

If children need to speak to someone

Childline - https://www.childline.org.uk/ 08001111 (9am – midnight)

Shout - https://www.giveusashout.org Text ‘SHOUT’ to 85258 to be put in touch with a trained 

crisis volunteer

The Mix – https://www.themix.org.uk/ 0808 808 4994 Free information and support for Under 

25s

Physical well – being

Change 4 Life - https://www.nhs.uk/change4life NHS - https://www.nhs.uk/oneyou/for-your-

body/

Useful helplines and websites

https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/childrens-mental-health/
https://www.minded.org.uk/
https://www.nhs.uk/oneyou/every-mind-matters/
https://www.nhs.uk/oneyou/apps/
https://www.mencap.org.uk/advice-and-support/health/coronavirus-covid-19
https://riseabove.org.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-on-supporting-children-and-young-peoples-mental-health-and-wellbeing/guidance-for-parents-and-carers-on-supporting-children-and-young-peoples-mental-health-and-wellbeing-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak
https://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/publication/childrens-guide-to-coronavirus/
https://interagencystandingcommittee.org/iasc-reference-group-mental-health-and-psychosocial-support-emergency-settings/my-hero-you
https://www.internetmatters.org/
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/
https://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/
https://www.childline.org.uk/
https://www.giveusashout.org/
https://www.themix.org.uk/
https://www.nhs.uk/change4life
https://www.nhs.uk/oneyou/for-your-body/
https://www.nhs.uk/oneyou/every-mind-matters/
https://interagencystandingcommittee.org/iasc-reference-group-mental-health-and-psychosocial-support-emergency-settings/my-hero-you
https://www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-children-safe/online-safety/
https://www.childline.org.uk/
https://www.mencap.org.uk/advice-and-support/health/coronavirus-covid-19

